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and to him that knocketh 


it shall be opened.” 
(Matthew 7:7,8) 






This promise, given by the Lord Jesus Christ 
nearly 2,000 years ago, is one that Moody Bible 
Institute has claimed down through the years. 
Since its early days under the leadership of the 
great evangelist D. L. Moody, the Institute has 
asked, and has been given ways of reaching the 
lost. It has sought, and has found new methods 
and procedures of soul-winning that have 
worked. And it has knocked, and door after 
door has. been opened wide. 

Since 1886 many millions have been reached 
for the Lord through these various open doors 

. . the ministries of Moody Bible Institute. 
Many of these millions have turned from their 
sin to a saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
“This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous 
in our eyes.” But it is a work that, in part, has a 
human explanation too. True, God opens the 
doors, but He does it in answer to prayer... 
and through the gifts of His people. 


Moody Bible Institute needs your 
prayers and your gifts. Continue 
to share with it in the glorious and 
victorious work of furthering the 
gospel. 


820 N. LASALLE STREET - CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 























‘< A VISIT WITH THE LIVING DEAD — 














“With great grief of heart I write of my 
visit to the leper colony of Athens, where 
some of the inmates have been confined 
for a period of 15, 20 or even 30 years. 
Some go about with their noses eaten 
away, others with their fingers wasted to 
mere stubs or blistered and deformed as 
though by scalding water, some with their 
ears or an eye missing, many totally blind. 
Their plight is so tragic that it was quite a 
while before I could bring myself to at- 
tempt a few words of comfort, to distri- 
bute New Testaments to some and speak 
of the love of Christ to others. ‘The chil- 
dren are especially pitiful, running away 


if you attempt to approach them. 


‘Many of these people have no one in 
this world, and some who do are rarely 
visited because of their tragic disease. One 
sight I shall never forget—the ward of 
the seriously ill. ‘There I saw men and 
women lying with closed eyes, and if it 
were not for the slight movement of the 
bedclothes caused by their breathing I 
would have thought them dead. Their 
faces were pale and their bones protruded 
through their skin. These were the silent 


living dead. 


“I would like to ask you to pray for all 


of these unfortunate sufferers and to give 
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whatever the Lord may lead you to, for 
their help. The only relief which we can 
give them is the comfort of our visits and 
those of our missionaries, the Word of 
God and our financial assistance to meet 


some of their most desperate needs. 


“How I wish you could have seen the 
joy on their faces when I gave some of 
them small sums of money from the 
How I 
wished I had enough to give to all and to 


American Mission to Greeks. 


supply each one with a Bible or a New 
Testament. Only the love of God and the 
compassion of Christians can make this 
possible. It may be that you can help me 
to return to them with the evidences of 


your love.” 


Major Constantine Kalonaros 
Director of Relief, A.M.G. 


How can we close our hearts to thése 
destitute and forgotten outcasts of earth? 
Is the Lord laying them upon your heart 
now, as you read this letter? You can help 
them through the American Mission to 
Greeks, Inc., P. O. Box 423, Dept. E, New 
York 36, N. Y., Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, 
General Secretary. (In Canada, 90 Duplex 


Ave., Toronto 7, Ont.) —Adv. 
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ETTERS to the Editors 





MENNONITES 


To the editors: 

Several brethren have called to my at- 
tention the editorial in your January 1956 
issue of Ererntty of the Mennonites in 
Mexico and the hope of ETERNiTy that 
American Mennonites might contact them 
to prevent persecution that might result 
from their unwillingness to accept such 
modern developments as rural electrifica- 
tion. I have been in Mexico almost annually 
since 1947 when the Mennonite Central 
Committee discussed with governmental 
Officials the possibility of settling refugee 
people from Europe in the Northern part 
of Mexico. You are correct in assuming that 
the Mennonite people in Mexico are re- 
garded as a problem to the government be- 
cause they insist on maintaining their own 
way of life and are therefore not assimil- 
able. 

Our Committee is rounding out its ninth 
year of work in Mexico. We are interested 
in developing closer ties of Christian fel- 
lowship with the Mennonites in Mexico 
and through that fellowship to help them 
grow spiritually. We work at this matter 
with a great deal of humility, however, as 
we fully realize that as American Christians 
we have our own limitations and would 
not presume to make our way of life nor- 
mative for the Mennonite settlements. Our 
work centers in the town of Cuauhtemoc, 
Chihuahua which is the largest center of 
Mennonite settlement in Mexico. We are 
assisting the State of Chihuahua Health 
Department to operate a Regional Hospital 
in Cuauhtemoc to serve both Mexicans 
and Mennonites. It has been a splendid 
opportunity for Christian witness through 
our medical people. We are also engaged 
in the improvement of agriculture to bene- 
fit both Mexicans and Mennonites. During 
1954-55 we conducted rather large scale re- 
lief operations in addition to the regular 
program for the purpose of meeting food 
shortages brought on by several consecu- 
tive years of drought. 

Our underlying purpose is to do all of 
this “in the name of Christ” and to build 
bridges of understanding and Christian fel- 
lowship. 

I have had many personal contacts with 
the colony leaders in Mexico and find that 
they are following scriptural principles in 
trying to reconcile their problems with the 
government. I know of no incidents where 
the colonies have disregarded the govern- 
ment but they have moved decently and in 
order. It must always be remembered that 
these people did have an arrangement with 
President Obregon in 1921 before they 
moved into Mexico and they earnestly want 
the country to fulfill its obligation even 
though new leaders in the government have 
views today contrary to the assurances 
President Obregon gave the first immi- 
grants. 

It is my judgment that your fear of their 
being persecuted is not based on facts. It 
is true that the government would like 


them to assimilate but on the other hand 
their relationship to their Mexican neigh- 
bors is good. 

We accept your concern that American 
Mennonites should be working at this prob- 
lem and we plan to stay with it, Lord will- 
ing, until resolution. 

WituiaM T. SNYDER 
Assistant Executive Secretary 
Mennonite Central Committee 
Akron, Pa. 


We are sure our readers will appreciate 
this further word from one of the outstand- 
ing leaders of the Mennonite Church. These 
wonderful people who have maintained 
such a fine witness to Christ are especially 
noted for their outstanding social works. 
May the Lord bless them abundantly, not 
only in the United States, but in Mexico and 
everywhere else they maintain their witness. 

—ED 


DEAD SEA SCROLLS 


To the editors: 

I want to tell you how much I appreciated 
the article by Rev. F. Wilbur Helmbold on 
the Dead Sea Scrolls. I am glad that you 
published this article because it seems to 
me to be a very sensible and sane presen- 
tation of a very important development in 
contemporary biblical scholarship. 

EucEeneE A. Nina, Secretary 
American Bible Society 


IMAGES 


To the editors: 

Several folk have called my attention to 
your recent editorial entitled “Images.” The 
purpose of this letter is to let you know 
that I have read the editorial and stand in 
complete agreement with you on your at- 
titude toward these miniature statues which 
are being promoted as tools for use in 
evangelizing children. 

Let me go on record at this point as 
stating that we in the Child Evangelism 
Fellowship have not had part in this pro- 
gram and have not in any way encouraged 
our workers to use them. As a matter of 
fact, I did not even realize that they were 
in existence until after that editorial was 
brought to my attention, and then I saw 
them advertised in another magazine. We 
are preparing an editorial for the forth- 
coming issue of our own magazine to warn 
of the danger in the use of these things. 

I gathered from your editorial that you 
might think that these things were being 
promoted or used in the Child Evangelism 
Fellowship, and to my knowledge this is 
not true. We do appreciate your vigilance 
in matters of this kind and your desire to 
see the ministry to boys and girls protected. 
May God bless you in the ministry He has 
given you. 

FRANKLIN F. ELLIs 

International Director 

International Child Evangelism Fellowship 
Pacific Palisades, Calif. 
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8 
Nos 


MISSOURI 
Kansas City KMBC 9 Sunday 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Charlotte WBTV $ Sunday 
ur’ WTVD 1l Sunday 
Greensboro WFMY 2 Sunday 
Greenville WNCT 9 Friday 
Raleigh WNAO 28 Saturda 
Winston-Salem wsJs 12 Wednesday 
OHIO 
Zanesville WHIZ 18 Saturday 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Anderson WAIM_ . 40 Thursday 
Florence WBTW 8 Tuesday 
Greenville WFBC 4 Sunday 
TENNESSEE 
Knoxville WATE 6 Saturday 
Nashville wsIx 8 Sunday 
VIRGINIA 
Harrisonburg WSVA 3 Sunday 
Lynchbu WLVA 13 Monday 
Richmon WTVR 6 Sunday 
Roanoke WSLS 10 Monday 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Huntington WSAZ 8 Sunday 
WISCONSIN 
Madison WKOW 27 Saturday 
Bible Study H 
OKLAHOMA 
Tulsa KFMJ 1050 ke 
OREGON 
Portland KEX 1190 ke 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Carlisle WHYL 960 kc 
Erie WJET 1570 ke 
Philadelphia WIP 610 ke 
Pittsburgh KDKA 1020 kc 
Sayre WATS 960 kc 
Wilkes-Barre WILK 980 ke 
TENNESSEE 
Chattanooga WAPO 1150 ke 
Humboldt WIR 740 kc 
ohnson City W. 910 kc 
emphi WMC 790 kc 
TEXAS © 
Dallas WFAA 570 kc 
Houston KTRH 740 kc 
Marlin KMLW 1010 ke 
KCRS 550 kc 
VIRGINIA 
Falls Church WFAX 1220 ke 
Richmond WRNL 910 ke 
Petersburg WCLA ke 
WASHINGTON 
Seattle KVI 570 ke 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Bluefield WKOY 1240 kc 
CANADA 
Toronto CFRB 1010 ke - 
Ottawa CFRA 560 kc 
BERMUDA 
Pembroke ZBM 1240 kc 
GUATEMALA (Tuesday) 
Guatemala City TGNA 1180 ke 
LIBERIA (Friday) 
Monrovia ELWA 710 ke 
PANAMA Dg came 
Panama City HOXO 760 kc 


* Daily except Sunday 


Your gifts to these works will reach many souls with the Truth which is in Christ. 


The Evangelical Foundation, Inc., 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Please indicate whether your gift is for Radio or Television. 






PEPE DD 
B55355 


Po wmwre 
S8ssss 


S289 op 
$3ss 
pope 
3BBB 


2 SP co 
PpUSD 


Sz $sss 
5 


UP 
BB 


9:30 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. 
10:30 p.m. 
9:30 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
9:30 p.m. 
7:00 a.m. 


9:30 p.m. 






A LETTER TO OUR 


READERS 





Seven years is a long time—especially when it is the length of 
a continuous series of radio Bible studies, and if you consider that 
the studies have been centered on one book of the Bible, the statistics 
become especially interesting—yet, it was seven years ago this 
month that Dr. Barnhouse first began a series of studies in the book 
of Romans over a few stations on the East Coast. 


As I have been thinking back over these years, which have seen 
a few stations develop into fifty-four, I cannot help but realize what 
a wonderful testimony this fact is to the vitality and uniqueness of 
the Word of God and to the hunger for it on the part of those who 
have made this broadcast possible through their faithful support in 
prayer and giving. Surely the simple fact that this broadcast has been 
able to continue, more, to expand over seven years is an indication 
that a developing heart hunger for the Truth that is in Christ is re- 
placing the uninstructed reverence with which the Bible has long 
been held by so many in our land. 


All of us at the Foundation sincerely hope that you are listening 
regularly to the Bible Study Hour. If you are one of the minority 
who cannot yet hear it, and would like to join our large audience 
each Sunday for a half hour of intensive Bible study, please drop 
me a note. We are hoping to expand the work this coming year into 
further areas where the interest and need are greatest. Your letters 
would be of help in guiding us in this move forward under. the 


Lord's direction. 


It would not be appropriate to close this letter without saying a 
word of thanks to each one who has helped make this broadcast 
ministry possible. You have an investment in the work, whether it 
has been through prayer support, giving, or both. We humbly ac- 
knowledge that the work is of God, but it has taken human instru- 
mentalities to bring it to pass. I know that Dr. Barnhouse would 
join me at the beginning of our eighth year to say a heartfelt “thank 
you” to all who have joined with him to make the Bible Study Hour 


a reality. 
Cordially, 





Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 
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ROBERT R. FRITSCH 


Mar. 4, Evangelical Congregational Church, 
Myerstown, Pa.; Mar. 7, Fritz Memorial Method- 
ist Church, South Bethlehem, Pa.; Mar. 12, Bible 
Class, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Allentown, 
Pa.; Mar. 18, 20-22, Bethany Mennonite Church, 
Quakertown, Pa. 


RALPH L. KEIPER 


Mar. 4, 25, Baptist Temple, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
Mar. 10, First Baptist Church, Silver Springs, 
Md.; Mar. 13-15, Home Missionary Conference, 
Grace Seminary, Winona Lake, Ind., Mar. 18, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Camden, N. J. 


WILLIAM A. MIEROP 


Mar. 3, Youth Meeting, Telford, Pa.; Mar. 6-10, 
Missionary Conference, Philadelphia Bible In- 
stitute; Mar. 11-18, Pilgrim Baptist Church, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Mar. 25, 27, 28, Valley Forge 
Baptist Church, Valley Forge, Pa.; Mar. 30, Mt. 
Ephraim Baptist Church, Mt. Ephraim, N. J.; 
Mar. 31, Bible Conference, Slatedale, Pa. 
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family for Christ. 
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NOW AND LATER 


When Immanuel Velikovsky’s sensa- 
tional book, Worlds in Collision, ap- 
peared in 1950 it created quite a furor. 
Some critics spoke highly of the work, 
others hinted that Velikovsky was a fake. 

Now it appears that a similar hassle 
will emerge from the reactions to his 
latest opus, “Earth in Upheaval,” which 
gives quite a boot to uniformitarian 
geology and related subjects. Even 
though many Bible-loving Christians 
will acclaim Velikovsky as a champion, 
contemporary scientists are likely to 
give him a hard time. 

For this important full-length book 
review we introduce a new writer to 
ETERNITY readers: Dr. David W. Baker, 
surgeon on the staff of Boston’s Lahey 
Clinic and an ordained Presbyterian 
minister who was graduated from Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary. 

In addition, a review of the same 
book is presented by our distinguished 
friend, Dr. Bernard Ramm, director of 
Graduate Studies in Religion at Baylor 
University, Waco, Texas. 


One of the most courageous thinkers 
on the American evangelical scene is a 
slender, fast-moving individualist named 
C. Stacey Woods, general secretary of the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship in 
the United States and general secretary 
of the International Fellowship of Ev- 
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Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 
Mar. 49, Central Presbyterian 
Church, First Baptist Church, Hend- 
erson, Tex.; Mar. 11-16, City-Wide 
Conference, Kan.; 
Mar. 18-23, Memphis Union Mission, 
CBMC, Memphis, Tenn.; Mar. 25, 
Tenth Presbyterian Church, Phila., 
Pa.; Mar. 26, New York Bible Class, 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, New 
York, N. Y.; Mar. 28, Tenth Presby- 
terian Church, Phila., Pa. 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
Bible Study Hour, Portable Church Services, and Evangelical Films to His everlasting glory. 
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Karth 
In 
Upheaval 


his is not a book which proves the Bible right and its 

critics wrong, but it will give little comfort to the 

critics and much to lovers of the Word. This comes 
both from an unexpected source, and in an unexpected 
way. For the author by profession is not a biblical scholar, 
but a physician and a psychiatrist. And his book is not a 
discourse on science and religion, or even a series of dis- 
sertations on the Origin of Man, Darwinism, or the Deluge, 
but an attempt to prove the startling theses of his two prev- 
ious books Worlds in Collision (1950) and Ages in Chaos 
(1952), by the testimony of the rocks. 

In his two previous works, Dr. Velikovsky tried to show 
that many of the greatest problems in understanding the 
past, such as the Exodus, and other events of the Old Test- 
ament and ancient history, are capable of a very logical and 
simple solution, if we realize the fact that there have been 
several earth-shaking, cosmic catastrophes, within the his- 
torical past, involving changes in the very stars of heaven, 
and causing such gigantic stresses and strains on the whole 
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Our cover shows the woolly mammoth, a grass eating mammal, 
as he may have looked before an earth-shaking catastrophe 
encased thousands of his kind in ice. 


Reviewed by David W. Baker 





order of Nature that the axis of the earth’s rotation was 
altered, mountains were raised, oceans shifted, and planets 
born. The impact of these terrifying experiences became in- 
delibly impressed upon the religious beliefs, customs, leg- 
ends, and traditions of all ancient peoples, and is referred 
to constantly in ancient literature. 

One of these cosmic catastrophes, Dr. Velikovsky asserted, 

occurred at the end of the Middle Kingdom in Egypt, and 
accompanied the events of the Exodus. In Ages in Chaos he 
tried to show that there had been a loss of 600 years in the 
chronicles of Egypt following this catastrophe, with a gen- 
eral confusion of her historical records. Since most ancient 
history has been oriented with reference to the history of 
Egypt, previously thought to be very accurate, Dr. Veli- 
kovsky’s theory threatened to undo all ancient histories. 
As Dr. Robert H. Pfeiffer of Harvard said: “If his findings 
are accepted by historians, all present histories for the per- 
iod before Alexander the Great (who died in 323 B.C.) 
must be discarded, and completely re-written. If Dr. Veli- 
kovsky is right, this volume is the greatest contribution to 
the investigation of ancient history ever written.” 

Needless to say, these ideas provoked violent reaction all 
over the world. Worlds in Collision was the subject of more 
than 3000 reviews. In answer to so many critics who said 4 
that his theses were not well substantiated by solid facts, 
but were based too much on human records and traditions, 
he has written Earth in Upheaval. “I present here some 
pages from the book of nature. I have excluded from them 





this I have done with intent, so that careless critics cannot 
decry the entire work as ‘tales and legends.’ Stones and 
bones are the only witnesses. Mute as they are, they will 
testify clearly and unequivocally.” 

Dr. Velikovsky has been quick to see that the strength 
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of his opposition has been ar unwillingness to grant that 
any such cosmic catastrophe as he has postulated has ever 
occurred, and that “all things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the creation.” Earth in Upheaval is dedi- 
cated to the task of proving that such a catastrophe has not 
only occured once, but many times, and that terrestrial 
forces are unable to account for the effects of these convul- 
sions, though superterrestrial forces could. In the pursuit 
of his task, the author has marshalled a perfectly amazing 
amount of evidence which cannot easily be dismissed. Much 
of it is not new. Those familiar with A. M. Rehwinkel’s 
The Flood, Barry O’Toole’s The Case Against Evolution, 
and the writings of Professor George M. Price will find 
much that is familiar. But to others this will seem a start- 
ling array of new facts. 

Of new facts, however, there are many, facts gleaned 
from. recent, well accredited authorities. For example: 
Studies on the Ice Age in India and Associated Human 
Cultures, published in 1939 by Helmut De Terra, working 
for the Carnegie Institute, with the assistance of Profes- 
sor T. T. Paterson of Harvard University, is one long argu- 
ment and demonstration that the Himalayas were arising 
during the Glacial Age and reached their present heights 
only after the end of the Glacial Age, and actually in his- 
torical times. From other mountain ranges came similar 
reports. . . . With their topmost peaks the mountains have 
shattered the entire scheme of the geology of the ‘long, 
long ago.’ 

In the course of his arguments Dr. Velikovsky has struck 
some telling blows at the theory of uniformity. “According 
to this theory, the development of the surface of the globe 


has been going on through all the ages without any disturb- 
ances; the process of very slow change that we observe at 
present has been the only process of importance from the 
beginning.” The theory of uniformity was first elevated to 
its present scientific position -by Sir Charles Lyell in his. 
Principles of Geology in 1830. And Charles Darwin, Ly- 
ell’s friend and disciple, built his theory of evolution upon 
it. 

But what are the facts? “Wherever we investigate the 
geological and paleontological records of the earth we find 
signs of catastrophes and upheavals, old and recent.” 

Darwin himself anticipated the conclusion at which Dr. 
Velikovsky arrived. While on his round-the-world voyage 
on the ship Beagle, he wrote in his Journal under January 
9, 1834: “It is impossible to reflect on the changed state of 
the American continent without the deepest astonishment. 
Formerly it must have swarmed with great monsters; now 
we find, mere pygmies, compared with the antecedent, al- 
lied races. . . . The greater number, if not all, of those ex- 
tinct quadrupeds lived at a late period, and were the con- 
temporaries of most of the existing sea-shells. Since they 
lived, no very great change in the form of the land can 
have taken place. What, then, has exterminated so many 
species, and so many genera? The mind at first is irresisti-_ 
bly hurried into the belief of some great catastrophe; but 
thus to destroy animals, both large and small, in Southern 
Patagonia, in Brazil, on the Cordillera of Peru, in North 
America up to Behring’s Straits, we must shake the entire 
framework of the globe.” But the conclusion to which 
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A NOTE OF CAUTION 


at least one writer as the worst book ever written 

and by others as one of the best ever written. Earth 
in Upheaval is sure to evoke the same wide range of opin- 
ion. It is written by a man who claims as his scholarly con- 
fidantes an Albert Einstein and a George McCready Price 
(pp. ix and x). 

The work is a treatise on geology. Its basic thesis is that 
geological causes are cosmic as well as earthly. It therefore 
constitutes a frontal attack on typical Lyellian uniformi- 
tarian geology and uniformitarian developmental Darwin- 
ian evolution. It will be a work of considerable comfort to 
evangelicals who think that the Scriptures are pledged to 
a catastrophic geology, and who are eager to have any chal- 
lenge hurled at typical uniformitarian geology and biology. 
We predict the geologists will bay louder than any wolf yet 
heard during the darkest night. 

Velikovsky opens his work by surveying various geological 
and palaeontological phenomena which can be the product 
only of a violent, sudden catastrophic event. Next, he shows 
that typical Lyellian, uniformitarian theories cannot account 
for these phenomena. He follows this with a survey of other 
hypotheses attempting to account for such violent phe- 
nomena and the phenomena of the ice age. Having pre- 
sented the data to be accounted for, and routed hypotheses 
which fail to account for it, he presents his thesis (p. 133 ff). 
His thesis is that the earth (which is itself a magnet) pass- 
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ing through a cosmic dust cloud (an electro-magnet) would 
result in a series of violent changes—electrical, magnetic, 
chemical, nuclear, with corresponding geologic and meteor- 
ologic changes. More concretely this would produce an 
earthquake, hurricanes, tidal waves, volcanic eruptions, etc. 
It would generate tremendous heat which would cause 
great clouds of steam to come into existence which would 
condense and form the ice of the ice ages. Velikovsky does 
not believe that there was just One such event but several. 
The last one was in very recent historical time (geological- 
ly speaking, cf., p. 263). 

Further, he believes that when the earth passed through 
these cosmic clouds the radio-active content of the cloud 
caused all sorts of gene mutations resulting in great muta- 
tional jumps. He calls it cataclysmic evolution and opposes 
it to Darwin. We should view biology through the experi- 
ence of Hiroshima and not through the porthole of the 
Beagle. 

We could not detect any particular philosophical or re- 
ligious thesis Velikovsky sought to defend. One gets the 
feeling in many instances that the entire story is not being 
told. With regard to the various scientific matters presented 
we cannot judge. That evaluation must come from the 
competent geologists and astronomers. However, any work 
which rocks a boat violently does have the value of making 
scientists rethink and reéxamine postulates they might have 
uncritically accepted, or insufficiently examined. 


Two well qualified men review this controversial book. Dr. Baker is a graduate of Princeton Seminary and an ordained Presbyterian minister. 
He is also a surgeon and is on the staff of Boston’s Lahey Clinic. Dr. Ramm, author of another controversial book, The Christian View of 


Science and Scripture, is director of Graduate Studies in Religion at Baylor 
Man’s folly is in not seeking God's will 7 
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You are Challenged to Endure 


By C. STACEY WOODS 


saw us some ninety miles from Manila looking for a 

student camp site, and we dropped in on some mis- 
sionary friends for a morning cup of tea. One of the group 
was a young woman who had been active in the Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship in the United States. Another, 
the senior missionary, had been similarly associated with 
the IVCF during his student days in Great Britain. One 
of the most rewarding experiences of this entire journey in 
the Far East was that in every center visited, I met mis- 
sionaries and business men active as non-professional mis- 
sionaries who, as undergraduates, had been associated with 
Inter-Varsity. Some had been converted through this stu- 
dent ministry; others had in this way received their mission- 
ary call. 

It was over that morning cup of tea that an older mis- 
sionary, a woman, turned to me saying, with more than a 
trace of discouragement and bitterness in her voice, “What's 
the matter with Christian young men today? Are they made 
of the same stuff as the previous generation? All that we 
get out here are unmarried women for the work that has 
to be done. We need men. The few men who do come to 
us come with their wives and children; they stay in the big 
cities with their comfort and convenience. But that is not 
where the real need is, or where the real work is being 
done. You just can’t take a young, inexperienced mission- 
ary with his new wife and baby into the interior. Even if 
you did, the wife would make such demands that the hus- 
band would spend half his time looking after the wife and 
child. As a result, it is the unmarried woman who is the 
pioneer today.” 

I knew only too well to what she referred—the unsung 
heroines of this postwar missionary push, the lonely women 
living in inaccessible, primitive isolation among primitive 
tribespeople as one of them, in a leaf-thatched roof hut 
with a dirt floor, sometimes without any walls, more often 
with three walls and a roof, open on. one side, offering 
neither privacy nor comfort. The place and work of a man is 
being filled and done by a woman. Of course, there is always 
the male missionary with his automobile to meet these 
women when they wearily trail back to the city for a rest and 
a medical check-up. There is the warm handshake, the bright 
smile. And the same man, tied to the apron strings of wife 
and children, will continue to live in the city. He will see 
the women missionaries off again into the interior, but 
that is all. 

What is the reason for this shame? Wrong upbringing, 
wrong teaching? 
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Much was written during the war and afterwards of 
“Mom-ism’”—that complaint of retarded manhood, the dis- 
ease of the retarded male who has never been weaned from 
his mother, the overgrown infant who is attached to his 
mother until he marries, when he transfers his mother- 
complex to his wife. Still more is being written today of 
the dire result of the dominant woman in the home and 
her effect upon her boys, of the career woman who also de- 
sires husband and family, and as a result, the man does a 
woman’s work while a woman unscripturally assumes the 
role of the man as head of the house, often to the lasting 
detriment of the children. 

Unfortunately, Christians tend to conform to this en- 
vironmental culture pattern, to conform to the world and 
its ways, instead of resisting a God-dishonoring way of life, 
instead of obeying the Lord. As a result, the Christian home 
often is not very different in character from the home of 
the unbeliever. In essence, Mom-ism may exist in evangeli- 
cal circles as well as elsewhere. 

If the Christian adolescent young man is not a man 
learning to stand on his own feet, to live his own life, to 
make his own moral decisions, under the sovereignty of 
God and His Word, how can he undertake the lonely path 
of the pioneer missionary? If he has never learned to walk 
with God alone in his inner life while living at home, will 
he be capable of meeting the demands of real missionary 
work today with its eddying currents of nationalism, resent- 
ment against the western world and colonialism? 

When shall we learn that the Christian life is not a life 
sustained by the pressure of the culture pattern of the 
Christian society, but a life lived under the constraint and 
restraint of the indwelling Holy Spirit? When will our 
Christian colleges wholeheartedly give themselves to the 
task of producing Christian adults, adults emotionally and 
spiritually, men and women who themselves, under God, 
live before God rather than before men? 

So it is, in some instances, that the “Christian environ- 
ment” can unfit rather than fit a man for the missionary 
challenge today. 

Since World War II and the GI Bill of Rights, a change 
has come over the face of collegiate America with the ad- 
vent of the married undergraduate, to say nothing of the 
married seminarian and graduate student. 

It is not at all uncommon for husband and wife together 
to come up for graduation, while the baby-sitter cares for 
Junior. For the veteran, grown mature, if not relatively 
old, in military service, such a situation is justifiable. How- 
ever, the extraordinary thing is that the veteran, uninten- 
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Mom-ism, the tendency to conform--these ruin us as useful 
Christians. The challenge is thrown down. What shall we answer? 


tionally, seems to have set a pattern and established a prac- 
tice in which the married student has become a norm. 
Sentimentalists coo over the “dear young things.” Statisti- 
cians produce impressive figures as to the academic success 
of the student with a wife and child. But little has been 
written of the effect of this practice upon the man himself, 
the quality of his life, as well as its limitations. Sexual pre- 
cocity with the early adolescent girl friend and petting 
party, demands an early marriage, say some sociologists. 

What has been the reaction of the Bible college and 
seminary to this state of affairs?—far too often a new appeal 
for funds for the married-student apartment building with 
its propaganda line that to provide for the married semi- 
narian is to give to the Lord, rather than a critical examin- 
ation of the cause and effect of this becoming a somewhat 
general practice. One looks in vain for the seminary presi- 
dent who will examine this trend critically in a thorough 
manner, in the light of the Word of God as well as its effect 
upon the man himself and his future work for God. Must 
we always drift with the current of the world? Must we in- 
evitably conform to the world and its ways? Is this trend, 
as well as other trends, sanctified by a fundamentalist creed 
or a statement of premillennarian conviction? 

However, this is not to suggest that the married under- 
graduate or graduate student should be forbidden in Christ- 
ian educational circles. It is only to suggest a careful ex- 
amination of that which gives promise of becoming a very 
common practice, an examination both in the light of 
Scripture and in the way the Holy Spirit has worked in the 
lives of men who have not “merely gotten by” but have 
been mightily used by God. 

Again, the question is not one of marriage or celibacy, 
but one of Christian men marrying early, between the ages, 
say, of twenty to twenty-eight, or of being willing earnestly 
to seek God’s will and in faith enduring the hardness of an 
unmarried lot until studies are completed and the first 
term on the mission field, with its multitudinous. adjust- 
ments, lived through successfully. It is from the viewpoint 
of foreign missionary work that this question is raised. 

When the Christian student marries, and his wife works 
to support him as a student,—a state of affairs jocularly re- 
ferred to in student circles as “living by the sweat of one’s 
frau,”—is he not, at least temporarily, upsetting the divine 
pattern that the husband should provide for the wife and 
not the wife for the husband? (I Timothy 5:8) 

When the woman assumes the role of the breadwinner, 
thus taking the man’s place, does she not jeopardize the 
fulfillment of the divinely appointed economy, that the 
man should be the head of the house? 

If, under such conditions, children are born, are they not 
somewhat handicapped in losing the completeness of a 
mother’s undivided care? Or, is the solution a temporary 
postponement of children by means of birth control? If so, 
is marriage under such conditions fully justified? Should it 
not rather be postponed until both husband and wife can 
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assume the full responsibilities of marriage as partners, 
each fulfilling their God-appointed function? 

The New Testament emphatically warns both men and 
women of the responsibilities of marriage, (I Cor. 7:32-34) 
suggesting that marriage must not be taken for granted as 
one’s right, but that under certain circumstances the un- 
married man or woman truly in the will of God is more 
free to serve the Lord than is the married person. If this is 
so, in the light of the world and its need, should not in- 
struction and encouragement be given in the direction of 
sacrifice, for a time, in the matter of marriage, for Christ’s 
sake? 

“I would have you to be free from cares.” (I Cor. 7:32; 
Cf. Matthew 19:11, 12) The history of the Christian church, 
particularly the history of world missions, with its mission- 
ary heroes and pioneers, men and women who were might- 
ily used by God, is frequently the history of those who de- 
nied themselves in respect to early marriage, and yet who, 
in many instances, ultimately had the fullness of the joy 
of married blessedness, having put God first, and having 
sacrificed in this way for Him for a time. 

Consider that David Brainerd died a single man at the 
age of 29; that Fredrik Franson, the founder of The Ev- 
angelical Alliance Mission was unmarried; that Henry 
Martyn, the brilliant linguist who was used so mightily by 
God in India and the Middle East, died unmarried at the 
age of 31; that David Livingstone went to Africa a single 
man, and only after five years as a pioneer did he marry, at 
the age of 32; that Hudson Taylor, the founder of the 
China Inland Mission, went to China as a single man in 
1853, married in 1858; that Samuel Zwemer, the modern 
missionary statesman to the Moslem World, went to Arabia 
in 1890 but did not marry until 1896; that James O. 
Fraser, God’s missionary to Lisuland in western China, did 
not marry until he was 43, after many years of pioneer 
service; that India’s “Praying Hyde” (John Hyde) went to 
India in 1892 and died an unmarried man in 1912; and that 
Robert Morrison, one of China’s pioneers, never married, 
as far as one can tell. 

Even in the case of the male missionary not called to 
pioneer missionary work, there often is a vast difference be- 
tween effectiveness and ineffectiveness in the matter of 
being married or unmarried as a first-term missionary. 

The demands made upon the missionary today are greater 
than ever before; for example, there is the demand for the 
ability to use a foreign language fluently and accurately 
amid a quickly rising literacy, where such ability often spells 
acceptance or non-acceptance by the national. This is no 
mean undertaking. It calls for years of tedious, discouraging 
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has seen the conditions he describes here. 
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ADLAI’S RELIGION 


When Adlai Stevenson was running 
for President in 1952 he once said, “My 
father was a Democrat and a Presby- 
terian, my mother was a Republican 
and a Unitarian. I followed my father’s 
politics and my mother’s faith, so I am 
a Democrat and a Unitarian.” 

The papers have now carried the news 
that Mr. Stevenson has joined a Presby- 
terian church near his country place 
outside of Chicago. It was stated that 
Mr. Stevenson regretted the publicity, 
and that he declared that the change 
was one of convenience. His new pastor 
and another Presbyterian were quoted 
as saying that a man could be a Presby- 
terian and a Unitarian. 

A private individual's faith is his own 
affair, and every man will be judged 
privately by God. But the religion of 
a man who aspires to the Presidency of 
the United States is not a private matter. 
A Unitarian is a denier of the doctrine 
of the Trinity, just as is a Jew or a 
Moslem. A Unitarian believes in God in 
one person denying that Jesus Christ or 
the Holy Spirit are members of the 
Godhead. A Unitarian can not be con- 
sidered a Christian any more than a 
Moslem can be considered a Christian. 

There may be many people in the 
United States who would find no diffi- 
culty in seeing a Unitarian in the White 
House. Certainly those of us who feel 
answerable to Jesus Christ could never 
vote for Mr. Stevenson for any office 
whatsoever. 

The Presbytery of Chicago should 
clarify the widely publicized expressions 
of the above mentioned ministers. In- 
deed, proceedings should be instituted 
against them, if they have been correctly 
quoted. In the ministers’ ordination 
vows they declared that they would up- 
hold the purity of the church, and most 
certainly, “The church’s one founda- 
tion is Jesus Christ her Lord.” 

This present Editor does not claim 
that the United States is a Christian na- 
tion. The day may come when a godless 
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majority, or even a thoughtless majority, 
will put an anti-Christian in the 
White House. What we do say, however, 
is that no true Christian should have 
any part in it. As good Christians we 
must be good citizens and seek to put 
only qualified men in office; and we re- 
serve the right to believe that being a 
Christian is one of the most important 
of the qualifications. 


PASSING THE BUCK 


A business corporation sent a mem- 
orandum to its employees, pointing out 
that failure to be promoted rose from 
passing the buck and not performing 
for the company. It listed the following 
excuses: 

I assumed . . . 
But that’s the way we've always done 

It... 

I didn’t know you were in a hurry for 
tw... 

That's not in my department .. . 

No one told me to go ahead .. . 

I’m waiting for an OK ... 

How did I know this was different? . . . 

That’s his job and not mine... 

Wait till the boss comes back. and ask 
him... 

I forgot .. . 

I didn’t think it was very important . . . 

I’m so busy I just can’t get around to 
it... 

I thought I told you... . 

The Bible gives us a list of excuses 
that men give to God: 

I have married a wife and can’t come .. . 

I’ve bought some oxen and must test 
them... 

I’ve bought some real estate and must 

look it over ... (Luke 14:18) 

I knew that you were an austere man, 

so I hid my talent .. . (Luke 19:21) 
I did not know it was you, Lord... 

(Matt. 25:44) 

The woman Thou gavest me... (Gen. 

3:12) 

The serpent beguiled me. . 

3:13) 

I am not eloquent ... (Ex. 4:10) 


. (Gen. 





In our own day we hear: 

But evolution disproves the Bible .. . 
But how do you know the Bible is 

true . 

I can’t believe what I can’t prove... 

As long as you are good, God will not 
be too hard on you... 

I can’t believe in a God who would have 

a Hell ..... 

Religion is just a crutch... 
Sunday is the only day I have for my- 
oe... < 

The day is coming when all excuses 
will be revealed for exactly what they 
are. Men do not come to Christ because 
they want to please themselves. The 
worst of .all sins is revealed in God's 
declaration, “All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his 
OWN way...” (Isa. 53:6). But as 
sure as life, death, and eternity the day 
will come when the camouflage of ex- 
cuses will be destroyed. God says that 
He will bring what American industrial- 
ists would call an engineered judgment: 
“Judgment also will I lay to the line, 
and righteousness to the plummet: and 
the hail shall sweep away the refuge of 
lies, and the waters shall overflow the 
hiding place” (Isa. 28:17). 

Woe to the man who attempts to bring 
an excuse. “Every mouth shall be 
stopped, and all the world will be 
brought guilty before God” (Rom. 
3:19). Happy the man who has allowed 
the Holy Spirit to sweep away his ex- 
cuses, to bring him squarely to the 
cross of Jesus Christ. 


DON'T KILL YOUR PREACHER 


Since President Eisenhower's heart at- 
tack, many observers have said that the 
office of the presidency is the most ex- 
acting in the world. Without diminish- 
ing in any way the magnitude of the 
presidential office, we would like to say 
that there are scores—perhaps hundreds 
—of men who have more onerous and 
exacting duties. 

When our Lord was here on earth, 
He knew that power had gone out of 
Him to a woman who touched the hem 
of His garment. The person who helps 
during a-deep spiritual need is always 
drained, even though the help comes 
not from the human instrument, but 
through him, and from the Holy Spirit. 

It is this fact that makes the spiritual 
office more tiring than that of the states- 
man or business executive. If ministers 
do not have as many ulcers or heart at- 
tacks as men in other lines of work, it 
is because they have learned the secret 
of inward peace in the midst of great 
stress. 

Nevertheless, it is possible for a 
church to exhaust its minister. 
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The Christian’s attitude toward 


Tithing and Stewardship 


The Christian’s standards for steward- 
ship are to be found in the New Testa- 
ment and not in the Old. The believer, 
indwelt by the Holy Spirit, holds to the 
truth that everything he is and every- 
thing he has belongs to the Lord. He 
is not his own. He has been bought with 
a price. 

Under the Old Testament, up until 
the time of the Lord’s death and resur- 
rection, the Jewish law set before Is- 
rael the principle of the tithe. This 
principle goes back beyond the law of 
Moses since Abraham offered tithes to 
Melchizedek and was blessed of him. 
Under Law the Israelite was ordered to 
bring a tithe. Under Grace the believer 
has surrendered all to his Lord and has 
the privilege of giving. Surely he will 
not do less under Grace than a Jew 
was forced to do under Law (even the 
Internal Revenue Service permits you to 
deduct 30 per cent—three tithes). 

The amount of your giving will be 
dependent upon two factors. The one 


-will be the gratitude to the Lord for 


all He has done for us. However, I 
hope that we all have more than a 10 
per cent gratitude, “Love so amazing, 
so divine, demands my soul, my life, my 
all.” The second factor in the amount 
of our giving will depend, of course, 
on how much we have to give. God has 
distinctly recognized this, setting down 
that we are to lay aside as God hath 
prospered us. We should all recognize 
that a laboring man with $3000 a year 
to support himself, a wife, and five 
children, and a wealthy man with $50,- 
000 a year after taxes are taken out, are 
in different brackets. The rich man 
may not say, “Lord, I’ve given you $5000 
and I have $45,000 to spend exactly as 
I please.” And a very poor man who 
perhaps needs to be aided through the 
deacon’s fund of the church may want 
to give largely and be unable to do so. 
We must not forget that the story of 
the widow and her two mites indicates 
that frequently, there is more gratitude 
among the poor than there is among 
the rich. 

An important verse on the subject of 
giving is found in Galatians, chapter six. 
This chapter contains a great paragraph 
on stewardship yet very frequently it 
is not considered as such. The teaching 
is as follows: We are to bear one an- 
other’s burdens. That is, those who are 
strong must help the infirmities of the 
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weak. Secondly, every man must bear 
his own burden. That is, no one may 
sponge off charitable funds if it is possi- 
ble for him to work. The one who is 
taught in the Word is to give to those 
who teach. Christians must not be de- 
ceived, God is not mocked; whatsoever 
a man soweth—that is, whatsoever a 
Christian gives in the offering—that 
shall he also reap. He that spends his 
money on the flesh shall of the flesh 
reap corruption, but he that spends his 
money in a spiritual fashion will reap 
a reward in eternal life because he has 
laid up for himself treasures in heaven. 

Then follows the statement, “Be not 
weary in well doing for in due season 
shall you reap if you faint not.” This 
means do not take the attitude, ‘““What, 
one more collection!” God says do not 
be weary in such matters. 

Then follows a most important prin- 
ciple as to how our spiritual budget is 
to be divided. Each individual is re- 
sponsible to the Lord for how and 
where he gives whatever funds he be- 
lieves he should contribute to various 
phases of the Lord’s work. We read, 
“As you, therefore, have opportunity, 
do good to all men but especially to 
those who are of the household of 
faith.” This means if you have a large 
budget and are a wealthy person, then 
you may give to the Red Cross, the 
United Fund, etc., but a Christian must 
understand that he is to have priorities 
in his giving for those who are of the 
household of faith. Most Christians of 
modest budget, therefore, will give a 
minimum amount to secular charities 
and give priorities to those causes which 
are distinctly Christian. 

Finally, the believer must be in an 
attitude of prayer about everything he 
spends. “And whatsoever you do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men...” Col. 3:23, 24. This means that 
you are to be just as sure you are in 
the will of God when you buy yourself 
clothing, a tire, or a cool drink on a hot 
day as you are when you put money in 
the offering. 

The whole matter of stewardship is 
a deeply spiritual one. Evidently it was 
devised by God as a part in our train- 
ing. God is always more interested in 
what you do with what you have left 
than in what you have given. Herein is 
the true measure of your surrender. 

There are some practical problems 


~about which we have frequently been 


questioned that might be included in a 
discussion such as this. We have pointed 
out that a poor person’s tithe may ser- 
iously affect his ability to’ provide for: 
his family; a rich person, on the other 
hand, may scarcely miss a tithe of his 
income. If the Lord is preeminent, you 
will have no difficulty in giving. If the 
Lord is not preeminent, what value is 
there in giving the tithe? 

Some wonder whether the Lord’s por- 
tion comes first before the care of de- 
pendents. This depends upon how much 
you have left for yourself and what you 
do with it. You know whether or not 
you use your money well. If you sup- 
port some member of the family as unto 
the Lord with your tithe money, it cer- 
tainly would be as worthy as any other 
cause. If you left that person or that 
family to starve to death, it certainly 
would not be to the glory of the Lord. 
God flatly states that the one who does 
not take care of his own family is worse 
than an infidel. 1 Tim. 5:8. 

But let us be practical: Suppose you 
are supporting aged parents and there 
are other children who should be con- 
tributing to their support and are not. 
You should contact them and see that 
they do their share. Suppose your son 
is training for Christian work, this would 
no doubt be just as important as con- 
tributing to some other young person 
training for the ministry. If he can find 
part-time employment, he should be 
shown in a kindly way that you are do- 
ing all you can to help, and he would 
also try to do all he can. 

Now a word about “storehouse tith- 
ing.” In the Old Testament the only 
place of worship was the Temple, and 
the tithes of the people were presented 
there for the upkeep of the priesthood 
and for the ceremonies and rituals of 
the Temple. The early Christians were 
more localized and because of their com- 
mon interest in missions, they gave 
their contributions and offerings to the 
local assembly. The situation which 
now exists was unknown in the first 


century. 

If the church to which you belong has 
a strong evangelical missionary program 
and is worthy of your support, then, of 
course, it is the membership’s respon- 
sibility to maintain that work as it is 
able. However, in some churches the 
condition is such that the interests of 
the church may not be in harmony with 
the Spirit’s leading to you, and then as 
a true believer you should support those 
causes which the Lord may lay on your 
heart. But in every case, it is your re- 
sponsibility to investigate the causes to 
which you give and be sure that they 
are sound spiritually, and properly man- 
aged financially. There are some de- 
nominations which are much more ev- 

(Continued on page 34) 
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ing his Tremont Temple meetings in Boston in 1898, 

urged me to go on to the Moody Bible Institute, saying 
that Dr. Torrey would be a great help to me. He spoke 
very highly of Dr. Torrey, who was the first president of 
the Moody Bible Institute. 

Mr. Moody’s recommendation proved to be absolutely 
correct, but not at first contact with Dr. Torrey. His steel 
gray eyes and his poignant thrusts into the depths of con- 
science in his teaching and preaching made me keep quite 
clear of him, even though for a time I was stoking his 
house furnace. In connection with the latter, I used to find 
him coming home Sunday mornings at 5:30 o’clock from an 
all-night of prayer. He met regularly with A. F. Gaylord, 
business manager of the Institute; W. S. Jacoby, the assist- 
ant pastor of Moody Church; Norman H. Camp, and one or 
two others. I was deeply concerned to see the effects of his 
all-night prayer meetings when he ascended to the pulpit 
of the Moody Church Sunday mornings, for he was pastor 
of the church while he was also president of the Moody 
Bible Institute. As he entered the pulpit, an audible 


| first heard of R. A. Torrey when Dwight L. Moody, dur- 





R. A. TORREY, as I knew him 


A tribute on the centennial of the birth of 


this great evangelist and teacher 


BY ERNEST M. WADSWORTH 


Secretary, Great Commission Prayer League, Chicago 


tone of satisfaction from the people rose to greet his ears. 
As soon as he was seated, he bowed his head and put his 
hand to his forehead and continued for a moment or two 
in silent prayer. When he would take the text for the morn- 
ing service, he would draw air through his lips in such a 
way as to make one think he was drawing in the sweet juice 
of the Word of God before giving his hearers a taste of it. 

After three months of listening to Dr. Torrey on an av- 
erage of fourteen times a week and after listening to his 
lecture on the future destiny of the wicked, I found myself 
very deeply shaken in mind and felt myself certainly to be 
a candidate for everlasting perdition. In my deep mental 
distress I made my way to the second floor of the original 
building of the Institute and seated myself on a bench near 
one of the windows, hoping to be left completely alone in 
my serious meditation. To my surprise, someone came and 
seated himself at my side, and after a moment an arm 
went around my shoulder, and I looked up into the genial 


12 The need of the Christian should drive him into the presence of Christ 


face of R. A. Torrey. He asked, “Ernest, what is troubling 
you?” and when I told him, he said, “Thank God. I wish 
many more had the same deep impressions of the woes of 
the doomed.” From then on, we were fast friends, and I en- 
tered deeply into his life; and he more deeply into mine. 
From him I learned the secret of being filled with the 
Spirit, the art of leading sinners to the Saviour. Dr. Tor- 
rey’s soul-winning method was very simple. He had four 
objectives in his effort to lead a soul to Christ. 

The first was to make the person realize that he was a 
great and lost sinner; and in order to bring this awareness 
to a soul, Torrey would show the first and great command- 
ment and ask: “Have you broken this commandment?” 
Then he would say, “What sin have you committed?” and 
would press for this answer: “I have committed the greatest 
sin that can be committed. I have never loved God with all 
my heart.” 

(Continued on page 38) 
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Empowered 
Withesses 


What is missing in the lives of 
complacent, sterile, non-productive 


Christians? God’s power is still available! 


BY PAUL S. REES 


and for every theological professor a thousand lay wit- 
nesses who will tell the “good news” and back it with 
their committed lives. 

When the first Christians got so filled with the Holy 
Spirit that some of the citizens thought them stark mad, 
they made converts on the right hand and on the left, 
achieving results that a “cultural Christianity,” silent and 
supine, can never so much a8 approach. 

Jesus was pointed about it: “Ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be wit- 
nesses unto me.” (Acts 1:8) 

Luke was equally pointed in recording the fulfillment of 
the promise: “And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and began to speak.” (Acts 2:4) 

With that they were off! Off to disciple-winning and life- 
changing! Before long it was said of them, “These that 
have turned the world upside down are come hither also.” 

The complacent, sterile, non-productive church member 
of today is a long sea-mile from the witnessing fellowship 
that was looked upon as such a revolutionary thing twenty 
centuries ago. 

Are we to conclude that power for a redemptively con- 
vincing and contagious discipleship has been withdrawn 
from the Christian community? Who can seriously believe 
‘it—or rest content with it? Is it not better to side with a 
friend who out of long years of dealing with stumbling, 
faltering souls says, “I am perfectly sure that spiritual help 
and power are as available to us as water or electricity?” 

What, then, are some of the factors that condition and 
accompany God's power-release through the Holy Spirit in 
the witnessing Christian or the witnessing group? 


I: every ordained minister the church needs a hundred, 
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Heading the list, let’s put eagerness. “Blessed are they 
that do hunger and thirst!” Vague wishfulness is not enough. 
Ardent desire is prerequisite. People who are keener to 
learn how to raise rabbits, or to win prizes with tulips, or to 
play a good hand at canasta, than they are to be channels 
of converting power to beaten men and women about them 
should not be surprised if they remain on the list of “non- 
effectives” in the church’s ranks. They should not wonder 
if the whole vocabulary and spiritual apparatus of Pente- 
cost remain foreign to them. When desire ravishes us, God’s 
power will reach us. 

Another factor in power-release is openness. Vertically, 
toward God; horizontally, toward people! The Coneybeare 
translation of II Corinthians 6:12 is‘an immense improve- 
ment on the King James: “You find no narrowness in my 
love,” says Paul, “but the narrowness is in your own. I 
pray you therefore in return for my affection (I speak as to 
children), let your hearts be opened in like manner.” It isn’t 
that we are fated to be spiritually small and ineffectual; 
rather, alas, it is that we are contented to be. Many of us 
would begin writing a new chapter in our lives if we would 
break down in two simple ways: (1) in praying our hearts 
out to God and (2) in talking our hearts out to some vital, 
soul-winning Christian we know and respect. 

Then, surely, there is a close relation between released 
power and cleanliness in the life of the Christian. “Be ye 
clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord.” (Isaiah 52:11) 
There is a crass hedonism whose chief concern may be 
summed up in the words “eat, drink, and be merry.” But 
there is a more subtle hedonism that currently may be 
gathered up in the magic phrase “peace of mind.” Neither 
one matches the New Testament, where invariably the pas- 
sion for holiness gets a higher rating than the quest for 
happiness. I can count on God to let power loose in my life 
when I am ready to let something loose—the hurtful habit, 
the crippling compromise, the unsurrendered ambition, the 
stubborn resentment, to which I have been clinging. 

Still another factor that makes for spiritual power-release 
in the life of the witnessing Christian is what may be called 
directedness. By this we mean the willingness not to use the 
Spirit’s power as we wish or for our ‘ends, but rather to 
let the Spirit use us for God’s purposes and glory. A whim- 
sical saint was eommenting on the Scripture (Isaiah 41) in 
which Israel, having been called a “worm,” is told that he 
will “thresh the mountains.” Said he: “Of course God can 
take a worm and thresh a mountain, provided the worm will 
wiggle when He says wiggle!” Behind the humor is truth. 

A scientist, whose nominal Christianity had blazed into 
something splendidly experiential and vital, was just be- 
ginning the witnessing life. One night, at two in the morn- 
ing, an alcoholic was brought to his door. The friend who 
brought him said, “I know you can help him.” Before he 
left the bedroom there was momentary reluctance in his 
heart. “Lord,” he murmured, half aloud, “Is this what I 
have to do?” To which his wife made the querying com- 
ment: “What would Jesus do?” It was enough. From two 
o'clock till six the man worked on the derelict whom drink 
had ravaged. Then victory! A beaten, enchained man born 
again by the power of the Spirit of God! But the power 
flowed through a channel that was flexible and directed. 

Empowered witnesses! Inspect them wherever you find 
them. You are pretty certain to find that they are eager 
souls, transparently open, sensitive to sin and in no mood 
to compromise with it, holding their witness not as a sort 
of monopoly for them to control, but as a trust for the 
Holy Spirit to manage—and use. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





By the Editors 


British Archeologist Succeeds in Unrolling ‘Dead Sea’ Copper Scroll 


Various Communions Seek Scriptural Solution to Divorce Dilemma 


U. S. Receives Detailed Accounts of How Five Missionaries Met Death 


COPPER SCROLL UNROLLED 

Among the mass of manuscripts and 
documents recovered in the caves in 
the southern part of Israel, near the 
Dead Sea, was one written on copper, 
which has defied the efforts of many to 
unroll it. This task has now been suc- 
cessfully performed by Professor H. 
Wright Baker of Manchester University 
in England, helped by a small team of 
assistants. The problem was to unroll 
this old copper scroll without obliterat- 
ing the writing, since it was completely 
oxidized when it came into the hands of 
Professor Baker. The scroll is one of a 
series throwing new light on the pre- 
Christian and early Christian era in 
Palestine. For more than three years 
the scroll had been in the hands of 
American experts who tried unsuccess- 
fully to find a method of unrolling it. 
Professor Baker’s method, which suc- 
ceeded, has not been disclosed; but it 
was learned that a translation of it has 
been begun. The scroll, one foot wide 
and eight feet long, is not a biblical text, 
but it may be the key to the location of 
further manuscripts or a text on the 
teachings, beliefs, and civic regulations 
of the people living in the area. 


TO DISCUSS DIVORCE 


Many of the older denominations have 
appointed committees to study the ques- 
tions involved in Christian marriage and 
divorce. A member of our staff who 
has gotten together clippings covering 
various instances of this has given them 
to me with a memorandum, “Is this a 
revolt against too strict, man-made, non- 
scriptural codes, or a desire to recognize 
a bad situation which does exist—or 
both? And hasn’t the Church, especially 
the evangelical wing, run away from 
the realities of what does exist by cur- 
rent ‘head-in-the-sand’ attitudes and 
hard-and-fast codes?” The editors of 
ETERNITY are convinced that this is a 
matter which does need close study. We 
recognize clearly that many churches 
have had a non-biblical attitude toward 
people who have been divorced. In 
some cases innocent parties in a divorce 


(Continued on page 16) 
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600 VOLUNTEER FOR FIELD 
AFTER ECUADOR MARTYRDOMS 


By Russell T. Hitt 


charted jungle of eastern Ecuador has been described in full detail 
by the combined channels of modern communication. 

Whether it was the first dread account that was relayed short-wave 
by Clarence Jones of the Christian radio station at Quito to Dave Gar- 
roway’s early morning television show or the banner headlines that 
screamed across the front pages of the major newspapers, the moving 
story swiftly reached the eyes and ears of the civilized world. 

To the unregenerate man on the street—even to many Christians, 
it seemed like a nightmare of tragedy. The poignant picture of the five 
young waiting wives, soon to learn they were widows, caught the heart 
of the nation. That these five young men, Ed McCully, Jim Elliot, Roger 
Youderian, Peter Fleming and Nate Saint should “throw away their 
lives” in an effort to convert an obscure tribe of South American Indians 
seemed futile and foolish to many. 

Art Linkletter on one of his network television broadcasts asked Jim 
Truxton of the Missionary Aviation Fellowship what motivated the five 
missionaries to go to the Auca Indians with a message these Stone Age 
people did not want to receive. In a few succinct words Truxton explain- 
ed how the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ worked its transforming 
power. 

Even before the impressive ten-page picture story appeared in the 
January 30 issue of Life magazine, it was impressed upon the hearts of 
Christians in widely scattered places that a sovereign God had made no 
mistake. 

In the jungle outposts of Ecuador served by the surviving wives, 
stolid Indians broke down and wept. They seemed to understand the 
implications of the martyrs’ witness. In the churches of Quito, mission- 
aries reported a great stirring among many who previously had been 
apathetic. Now scores were turning to Christ. 

Since three of the young men were Plymouth Brethren—McCully, 
Elliot and Fleming—Emmaus Bible School in Oak Park, IIl., Brethren 
training school felt the impact. A memorial service were held in various 
centers. 

One father, Theo McCully, a successful bakery executive and more 
recently appointed executive secretary of the Christian Business Men’s 
Committee International, has openly and repeatedly declared that the 
martyrdoms did not constitute a tragedy but rather “a triumph.” Forty 
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T': martyrdom of five evangelical missionaries January 8 in the un- 
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young people responded to a gospel in- 
vitation when Theo McCully spoke to 
a Youth for Christ meeting in Chicago's 
Lane Technical High School. 

Probably the most impressive develop- 
ment since the martyrdoms were re- 
ported is the mounting numbers of 
young people who have volunteered for 
mission service abroad. As ETERNITY 
goes to press, unofficial estimates of the 
number who have indicated their 
willingness to serve as missionaries has 
reached a figure of well above 600. 








(Continued on Page 39) 


Widows of five missionaries killed by Auca Indians in Ecuador. 
L. to R. Marilou McCully, Barbara Youderian, Olive Fleming, 
Elizabeth Elliot, Marjorie Saint. 


Peter Fleming, 
formerly of Se- 


T. Edward McCully, Jr., his attle. 


and Michael 1. 
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M.A.F.'s bucket on a cord developed by Nate Saint. 
Sometimes used with telephone to establish contact 
with ground parties when radios were inoperative. Gifts 
were lowered to Aucas in this bucket. 


Right Above, Headquarters, Missionary Aviation Fel- 
lowship, Shell Mera, Base of rescue operations. 
Right, Pilots flying rescue operations: Larry Mont- 
gomery, of Sumner Institute of Linguistics; John 
Keenan, M.A.F. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from Page 14) 


have been treated as though they were 
outcasts and pariahs. This, of course, 
is sin on the part of the congregation. 
We intend to watch this situation very 
closely, and as the Lutherans come in 
April to discuss, and in October to vote 
on the new code, and as the Southern 
Presbyterian Church prepares the ma- 
terial for their denomination’s study of 
the question, we shall seek to digest it 
all and present it to our readers. Anyone 
noting articles on this subject in var- 
ious denominational magazines will do 
us a favor by forwarding the same to our 
editorial office. 
SWISS ASK TARIFF STUDY 

The Swiss Protestant Church has 
made an appeal to American Protestants 
to help obtain “some pathetic consid- 
eration” for the Swiss watch industry, 
against which the United States has 
raised new tariff barriers. The request, 
recognizing the complexity of the prob- 
lem, nevertheless asks that the matter be 
studied from a Christian point of view, 
adding “May the day come when all the 
disciples of Jesus Christ will strive to 
live according to the precepts of the 
Master: ‘Do unto others as you would 
have them do to you.’” Recent tariff 
laws made by the United States have 
forced thousands of Swiss families out 
of work. 
COURT UPHOLDS RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

In 1949, French Canadian police 
entered the home of a Jehovah’s Wit- 
ness and broke up a meeting that was 
being held there. The Witnesses carried 
the matter through the courts until it 
came before the Supreme Court of Can- 
ada near the close of last year. The 
court reversed the findings of all lower 
courts, said that there was no state re- 
ligion in Canada and that all religions 
were on a basis of equality and freedom. 
They awarded the Witness two thous- 
and dollars damages for illegal entry by 
the police. 
FREEDOM FROM TOURISTS 

Last year for the first time ferry serv- 
ice was inaugurated connecting the 
Scottish mainland with the islands of 
Skye and Wester Ross. The ferry serv- 
ice was for the benefit of tourists who 
crossed over to gaze at the remote vil- 
lages of these islands and then crossed 
back on their circular tours. At the pro- 
test of the people of the islands, more 
than 80 percent of whom voted against 
the ferries, the British Transport Com- 
mission has announced the withdrawal 
of the Sunday ferry service in order that 
these rigid Scotch Presbyterians may 
have their Sundays free for worship and 
not desecrated by large numbers of 
tourists trampling their villages. 
PROGRESS IN AFGHANISTAN 

The London Times reports that in 
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Afghanistan, one of the last countries in 
the world to admit Christians, increased 
liberty is being granted to foreigners for 
religious worship. A Roman Catholic 
priest has a little chapel attached to the 
Italian Embassy. The Christian Com- 
munity Church at Kabul, founded ten 
years ago by Sir Childs Squire, then 
British Ambassador, holds its non-sec- 
tarian services in the garden room of the 
British Embassy, where they are tape- 
recorded and sent to the Protestants 
working on the Halmand Valley project 
in southern Afghanistan. 

The most important news from the 
point of view of evangelical Christians, 
however, is that the Rev. Christy Wilson 
has been granted permission to devote 
his full time to the Christian ministry. 
The London Times says that Protestants 
and Roman Catholics alike regard this 
as a remarkable concession. 

There is still little opportunity for 
missionary work among the Afghans 
themselves. Few Afghans (and these 
only men) visit the clubs or the homes 
of foreigners. The almost complete seclu- 
sion of Afghan women, even those who 
have lived abroad, shows a correspond- 
ing lack of social life as known in the 
West. Every Afghan woman is shrouded 
in a chadri, a completely enveloping 
garment with a small net window for the 
face. Of the four movies in Kabul, two 
are exclusively for men, one holds a 
daily performance for women only, and 
the fourth is open only to women. In 
tne two theaters all the characters are 
played by men or boys, and the per- 
formances are for men only. There is a 
walled public garden, which on Fridays 
is open to women and children only. 
On other days only men are seen there. 


UN-CHRISTIAN BEHAVIOR 

Governor Frank Clement of Tennes- 
see, who is the youngest governor in the 
United States and a lay preacher, has 
made some grave accusations against 
professing Christians in a recent address 
at the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Lousiville, Kentucky. Gov- 
ernor Clement said that many professing 
Christians ir. Tennessee complain about 
the payment of taxes when they do not 
know what they are talking about. He 
said that this was not Christian. He 
further stated that many church-going 
Christians asked him to use his office 
as governor to do some things that he 
did not believe a Christian could do. 
He gave as examples requests to restore 
a license to a convicted drunken driver, 
to add a hundred thousand dollars extra 
profit to a state contract, and to put on 
the payrolls of the state, workers that 
were not needed, on the ground that 
they had worked for him in the election. 

The governor said that he had often 
been told that religion and politics 
don’t mix. “If they don’t mix, may God 





have mercy on the people you are sup- 
posed to be serving,” he said. The gov- 
ernor further stated, “This is the day 
for the Christian to take his citizenship 
seriously, and the citizen to take his 
Christianity seriously. I predict that if 
we fail in our efforts at world leadership, 
it will be because of our failure to prove 
ourselves Christian. The basic, vital 
political problem of the free world is a 
religious problem.” The remarks of the 
governor were made at a Laymen’s 
Leadership Institute. At an earlier ses- 
sion the president of the Southern Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary, Dr. Duke K. 
McCall, declared that “Christianity is 
not an antidote for Communism but an 
antidote for sin.” 


ORGANIZED LABOR AND THE CHURCH 

Charles H. Millard of the United 
Steel Workers of America (AFL-CIO) 
said in an address in London, Ontario, 
Canada, that the Protestant Church in 
the United States is a middle-class 
church, out of touch with labor. Mr. 
Millard said the church must take a 
greater part in the social and political 
problems of the whole world, working 
hand in hand with organized labor in 
preparing the Kingdom of God on earth. 
It should be noted by any thoughtful 
person that this claim is absolutely false. 
It is not the position of the church to 
work with labor against capital, or with 
capital against labor. It is the position of 
the church to take a stand against in- 
justice and to seek impartially to do 
that which is right. A labor union that 
makes rules to make it possible for lab- 
orers to profit unduly is just as wrong 
as a condition that allows capital to ex- 
ploit labor. 


NO ALTAR CALLS 

A news release from the organization 
in Iss Angeles that is sponsoring the 
motion picture “Wiretapper,” dramatic 
full-length motion picture from the 
story of Jim Vaus and his life in syndi- 
cated crime, discusses the fact that there 
has been some reaction on the part of 
some Christians against-the releasing of 
the motion picture to the public motion 
picture theaters. The release states that 
some criticism was on the grounds that 
there would be no opportunity to give 
a public invitation and an altar call to 
those who wish to accept Christ. The 
release then states, “All of us are aware, 
of course, of the fact that public invita- 
tions, as we know them today, stem 
from the time of Dwight L. Moody.” 
This is a historical fact that needs to be 
emphasized. While public invitations 
and after-meetings date from shortly 
before Moody, it should be realized that 
as far as we can ascertain, there was 
never an altar call or an invitation in 
any part of the Christian world for 
more than eighteen centuries after 
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HILLTOP RANCH FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

In the Philadelphia area when one 
Christian meets another on the way to 
work, likely as not the conversation will 
begin with, “I suppose you heard George 
Palmer this morning?” And the reply 
generally will be in the affirmative. 

Since 1932 when he began to broad- 
cast a morning devotional program, Dr. 
George A. Palmer of the Morning Cheer 
Broadcast has become a household name. 
It’s a homey program, originating most 
of the year from the Palmer household 
in Haddon Heights, New Jersey. 

In summer months the program eman- 
ates from the Morning Cheer Bible Con- 
ference Grounds, a beautiful spot on 
Sandy Cove at the northern end of 
Chesapeake Bay near Northeast, Mary- 
land. For next to his fame as a Chris- 
tian broadcaster and a “sheep-shearer,” 
(euphemism for getting Christians to 
give to missions and other worthy causes) 
George Palmer is known for the enter- 
prises at Sandy Cove. Besides the Bible 
conferences, which attract the leading 
evangelical speakers of the United States 
and abroad, Dr. Palmer operates Camp 
Sandy Cove for girls and Camp Sandy 
Hill for boys. He also has the Morning 
Cheer bookstore in downtown Philadel- 
phia. 

Now comes word that Dr. Palmer will 
operate a new young people’s camp, 
(ages 15 through 25) which will be called 
Hilltop Ranch. Located between Rising 
Sun and Conowingo, Maryland, a half 
mile south of U. S. Route 1, Hilltop 
will provide a Christ-centered recrea- 
tional program during the ten weeks be- 
tween June 25 and September 3. Dr. 
Palmer’s son Bob will be the director 
of the newest Morning Cheer develop- 
ment and Larry McGuill and John De- 
Brine will be speakers and leaders for 
the 1956 season. 


BILL TO CHANGE ADOPTION LAW 


The State of Massachusetts has an 
adoption law that was written by the 
hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church. 
It provides that a child born in one 
religion cannot have its religion changed 
even if the natural mother wants to 
sign the child over to some one of an- 
other religion. A bill to repeal this law 
has been brought up before the Mass- 
achusetts State Legislature, but the new 
bill was opposed by Attorney Henry M. 
Leen on behalf of Archbishop Richard 
J. Cushing and the Archdiocesan Coun- 
cil of Catholic Men. The bill was en- 
dorsed, however, by Judge Edward F. 
Morley of Manchester, Massachusetts, a 
Catholic who presides at the Gloucester 
District Court. He said the present re- 
striction is “contrary to the separation 
of Church and State and to our belief 
in religious freedom.” Judge Morley 
was sharply criticised by The Pilot, 
weekly newspaper of the Boston Arch- 
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divcese. Judge Morley said the law had 
a “pernicious purpose” and ought to be 
repealed. He described it as “the off- 
spring of bias and prejudice.” The Am- 
erican Jewish Congress also takes op- 
position to the Roman Catholic law and 
desires its repeal. 


SUNDAY BUSINESS 

The State of New Jersey has a law 
prohibiting non-essential Sunday busi- 
ness. In a five to two decision the New 
Jersey Supreme Court has ruled that this 
law cannot be enforced because it pro- 
vides no penalty for violation. A major- 
ity opinion said that “A criminal statute 
without a penalty clause is of no force 
and effect. The penalty is an essential 
to such a statute. If none is specified the 
court has no warrant to supply the pen- 
alty, if the legislature has failed clearly 
to manifest such intention to impose 
one.” The decision could greatly affect 
the rising tide of business-as-usual on 
Sunday in New Jersey. Both Roman 
Catholics and Protestants have joined to 
block the trend of Sunday business that 
is spreading so rapidly in New Jersey. 
The law was passed in 1951 and stated 
that “No worldly employment or busi- 
ness, except works of necessity and char- 
ity, shall be performed or practiced by 
any person within the state on the Chris- 
tian Sabbath, designated as Sunday.” 
A further law has just been passed ban- 
ning as disorderly conduct selling of 
automobiles on Sunday. The Supreme 
Court ruled that the law was constitu- 
tional and stated that the law was not 
a deprivation of liberty and property 
without due process of law, and that it 
does not violate church-state separation. 
The ruling was based solely on the lack 
of a penal clause in the law. The actual 
case that was carried to the Supreme 
Court was that of a service station which 
was charged with washing an automobile 
on Sunday, February 18, 1955. It was 
ruled that the sale of gasoline and oil 
was permissible but that the washing of 
the car was not. Roman Catholic news- 





papers have polled the 1956 New Jersey 
Legislature with the question, “Would 
you favor a bill prohibiting on a state- 
wide basis all unnecessary Sunday sales, 
with a suitable penalty so as to make 
the legislation effective?” Early replies 
show that the legislators two to one in- 
dicate that they would support such 
legislation provided an adequate defin- 
ition of “unnecessary” were written into 
the law. 


NORTH ROCKY MOUNT CASE 

Many Baptists in North Carolina have 
united to form a committee of Baptist 
clergymen to present the North Carolina 
Baptist Convention with a request that 
it call a special meeting to consider 
the question of local church autonomy. 
This controversy rises out of the decision 
of the State Supreme Court in Decem- 
ber 1954, upholding a lower court de- 
cision which awarded the property of 
the North Rocky Mount Baptist Church 
to a minority of its congregation. At the 
time, we stated that this decision of the 
courts would be considered as one of 
the most important religious events of 
the century. If it is allowed to stand, 
the Baptist Church will lose its con- 
gregational identity and will fall into 
the hands of dictators. Many Baptists 
in the state hold that the court ruling 
violates “traditional” Baptist policies, 
supporting complete autonomy and ma- 
jority rule of local churches. A great 
deal of criticism has arisen against the 
leaders of the state body who gave testi- 
mony at the trial of the North Rocky 
Mount case. Some opponents of the 
court decision have tried unsuccessfully 
to get these leaders to appear at an open 
meeting where they could be questioned 
on their testimony during the trial. 
MUSIC IN THE CHURCH 

As one of his last official acts of 1955, 
the Pope published an encyclical Mus- 
icae Sacrae Disciplina, on the place of 
music in religious observance. The en- 
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The Unity Christ Sustains 


A study of the current trend toward separatism and ecumenicalism 
in the light of the teaching in the Scriptures 


By CARL F. H. HENRY 


(henotes)—the unity of the Spirit (Eph. 4:3) and of the 
faith. (4:13) 

Whoever meditates upon our Lord’s high priestly prayer 
cannot escape the conviction that division and fissure in the 
body of Christ thwart the Redeemer’s prayer and consti- 
tute a grievious sin. Among the prime objectives for which 
believers are to be specially kept or preserved is an existence 
in unity: “Keep them . . . that they may be one.” (John 
17:11) 

The wickedness of division and schism among believers 
is enforced by the salutation “Holy Father,” this being the 
lone occurrence of this epithet. 

The value of Christian unity, and the sinfulness of dis- 
unity among believers, is set forth in the further emphasis 
that contention and schism among the followers of Christ 
obscure the world’s conviction of the Saviour’s divine mis- 
sion, and the evidence that believers are special objects of 
divine love: “that they may be perfected into one; that the 
world may know that thou didst send me, and lovedst them, 
even as thou lovedst me.” (17:23; cf. vs. 21) 

Our Lord’s prayer is thus the upper side of the biblical 
injunction for the unity of the body of Christ. Hence Paul 
beseeches the Ephesians to endeavor “to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and 
one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 
One Lord, one faithy one baptism, one God and Father of 
all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.” 
(4:3-6) 

No single historical movement can bring visible and or- 
ganizational unity to the body of Christ in the twentieth 
century or any other. Any movement which trys to do this 
is foredoomed to disappointment. At best it can succeed 
only in exhibiting a part of the whole. The more this part 
is dogmatically affirmed to represent the whole, the more it 
becomes provocative and self-assertive. The reason is three- 
fold. 

One is that the real unity of the body of Christ exists even 
while large groups of believers and churches, even whole 
denominations, remain outside a visible inter-church or- 
ganization. Who could assert that multitudes of Southern 
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Baptists, or of Missouri Lutherans, or others of the 15 
million American Protestants not represented by any super- 
denominational agency, would belong more securely to the 
body of Christ by joining some such earthly organization? 

A second reason is that the visible churches in history are 
not infallibly composed of believers only. This is especially 
true in an era when churches themselves revolt against the 
very idea of special revelation and redemption. Any organ- 
ization of visible churches must compound this ambiguity. 

But a further reason is most decisive. The body of Christ 
includes believers not only of all nations and races, but of 
all ages. The communion of the saints is not restricted to any 
one generation. The unity Christ sustains in his followers is 
universal and comprehensive and includes the saints of the 
past in heaven, the present saints on earth, and the future 
saints unborn. 

Yet our Lord’s high priestly prayer doubtless has a special 
view to the unity of the believers in the world: “And I am 
no more in the world; but they are in the world; and I come 
to thee. Holy Father. . . .” (17:11) For the dead in Christ, 
who assuredly belong to the body, the disunity of believers 
is no problem. For that reason the burden of the prayer for 
oneness may be directed toward an achievement in each 
generation of the greatest historical, visible expression of the 
invisible unity. 

In the reach for fulfillment, everything depends upon the 
manner of approach. “. . . The unity we seek” is already 
sub-biblical and no longer centered in Christ. Its biblical- 
evangelical antithesis is “the unity Christ sustains.” 

Both the high priestly prayer and the larger New Testa- 
ment tell us that Christian unity cannot be expressed either 
in terms of an earthly organization, or in terms of inde- 
pendence. These represent the perilous false antitheses, 
which an adequate concept of Christian unity transcends. 
Each has its characteristic error. Organizational union— 
man-sought—looks for a concrete, authoritative manifestation 
of the body in the present historical order. Independency— 
man-sought—looks for the absolute purity of the local 
church in the present historical order. The former neglects 
the purity of the church, the latter neglects the spiritual 
unity of Christians and espouses an objectionable form of 
separatism. Both ignore the unity Christ sustains. 

Is Christianity pro-union or pro-separatist? It is both and 
neither. The church is anti-oikoumene; it is not ecumenically 
identified. In none of the fifteen New Testament occurrences 
is the term oikoumene equated with the church, but rather 
with the world to which the church witnesses. (See Matt. 
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24:14; Luke 4:5; Acts 17:6, 31; 19:27; Rev. 12:9; etc.). Yet 
the church can hardly be called pro-aphorismos, pro-separa- 
tist, on the basis of the lone passage in which that term 
occurs, “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean and I 
will receive you.” (II Cor. 6:17) This passage deals primarily 
with separation from the worshippers of idols, not with the 
basis of Christian unity. On the basis of no passage in the 
New Testament can the church essentially be characterized 
either as pro-oikoumene or as pro-aphorismos. 

If we may rise above the emotions attached to the terms 
we may say that the ecumenical approach sins easily against 
truth; it tends to cultivate tolerance on the basis of theologi- 
cal relativism, and soon becomes intolerant of revealed 
theology. The separatist approach sins easily against 
love; it tends to cultivate positive theology on a platform 
of animosity, and soon becomes tolerant of lovelessness. 
Both are sins against Christ. 

A primary issue today is posed by the question, where 
must the line be drawn which marks off church and world 
in terms of Christian fellowship and unity? The World 
Council of Churches, despite its widely-criticized theological 
inclusivism, recognizes that some groups are. not true 
churches, and excludes them from membership. (e.g., 
Hindus, Mohammedans, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Universalists 
and Unitarians) Admittedly, some World Council leaders, 
consciously strive for organizational union with the Roman 
Catholic Church, although the Protestant Reformers de- 
clared that church apostate. Others, uncommitted to or- 
ganizational union with Rome, seek a Protestant organiza- 
tion on the basis of an inclusivistic theology. This indiffer- 
ence to doctrinal truths within the World Council is one 
of the greatest causes of dissatisfaction among its many 
critics. Surely denominational differences are often second- 
ary and provide no real barrier to a larger fellowship and 
cooperation of believers. But, what significance is to be at- 
tached to revealed doctrine in those fundamental matters 
taught by the Scriptures and recognized by the ecumenical 
creeds since the earliest centuries of Christian history. To- 
day indifference to revealed doctrine is often correlated 
with a doubt or denial that God has revealed any doctrines 
at all (in which event it would seem difficult to maintain 
the thesis that ecumenicity rests upon the revealed will of 
God). 

The liberal Protestant mood fluctuates between two posi- 
tions in its repudiation of biblical revelation. One is “toler- 
ant” even of proponents of dogmatic theology on the ground 
of metaphysical scepticism. The other is intolerant of ev- 
angelical theology on the ground of speculative metaphysi- 
cal gnosticism. 

The latter position provides the curious spectacle of an 
inclusivistic exclusivism—the repudiation of revealed theo- 
logy as an intolerable heresy, and the acceptance of specula- 
tive philosophy as “Christian thought.” 

The Christian Century climaxed the revolt of liberal 
theology against revealed biblical theism in an editorial 
asserting that liberals and evangelicals worship not the 
same God but two different gods. Could one or the other 
of these groups then fail to be guilty of idolatry? Must not 
the possibility of an apostasy of churches and denomina- 
tions then be admitted even from the perspective of liberal- 
ism? 

To evangelical Christians, this indifference to revealed 
doctrine appears to exclude any genuine basis for unity in 
essentially Christian dimensions. The separatist movement 
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has pressed the aphorizo-concept (II Cor. 6:17) on the 
ground that a denomination becomes apostate, and its 
churches idolatrous, when its leadership forces men to sin 
contrary to conscience (e.g., by compelling their support of 
an inclusivistic theology as a mark of denominational ac- 
ceptability). 

The problem of the separatist is that of being certain 
when a church has become apostate. The conditions which 
led to the Reformation were several centuries in the mak- 
ing. When does the policy of a shifting majority become 
the fixed and determinate policy, implementing error, dis- 
ciplining and suspending those who refuse to comply, and 
holding no prospect of reversal? The separatist asks in 
turn, how long should we be forced to sin before it be- 
comes sinful? Can any defense of sinning be made? 

An intermediary position is asserted. For, while apostasy 
is doubtless sinful, no church in history has ever been com- 
pletely pure. A denomination may be implicated in the 
inclusive policy and yet not be apostate. Within such a 
denomination, there is need for a distinctly evangelical 
witness and fellowship. The difficulty of this position like- 
wise is that of locating the transition-line to apostasy. 

The problem of the inclusivist is that of recognizing any 
apostasy at all. Once the authority of the scriptural revela- 
tion is dissolved, does the term apostasy any longer have 
an objective tone? The question, “What is the line?” 
tends easily to become, ‘“‘Who draws the line?” among those 
who abandon the Scriptures as the authoritative criterion. 

Is there any substantial reason why the line which ig- 
nores the legalism of Greek Orthodoxy (with its denial that 
salvation is possible except on the condition of baptism), 
may ‘not ignore also the apostasy of Romanism (with its 
denial of the sufficiency of Christ’s death), or ignore also the 
heresy of Unitarianism (with its denial of the necessity of 
Christ’s death), or ignore also the paganism of Humanism > 
(with its denial of the validity of supernaturalism in any 
form)? Perhaps such a line may be maintained by an act 
of will. But if the line is not grounded in the first place 
in any final, objective authority, but in an act of will, why 
may it not be reversed by a contrary act of will at some 
future date? 

Now we come to the biblical alternative to the organiza- 
tional and the separatist views of Christian unity. 

The New Testament concept of unity is spiritual. It is 
misconceived in organizational terms. This can be sup- 
ported by three considerations. 

First, the apostolic literature assumes that the unity of 
believers is already a fact. This is apparent from the apostle 
Paul’s exhortation to believers “to preserve the unity of the 
Spirit” in the very passage in which the theme of oneness is 
most conspicuous in his writings. (Eph. 4:3ff) The body, 
and its unity, already exists; it is not to be produced in the 
future. This unity may be disturbed by dissension, or pro- 
moted by cooperation, but it is never destroyed by separa- 
tism nor established by organizational union. Its unity 
arises from the fact that there is but one body, one Spirit, 
one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God. These 
are declarations of fact, not exhortations. All believers, as 
believers, are in Christ, and constitute but one body. (Rom. 
12:5) 

Second, the disciples for whom Jesus prayed with a view to 
their future unity were already organically one, as members 
of the apostolic company. Hence the unity toward which 
the high priestly prayer looks must be spiritual. On the 
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THE SKY AND THE WEATHER 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


The End of the War is Fore-ordained 

The wars of men are won by might, not by wishful think- 
ing. Both sides have the desire to win, but only one side 
has the power to win. Even in cases where a smaller nation 
has defeated a larger one, it has been because some superior 
strategy or advantage of position has forced the seemingly 
stronger country to abandon, through attrition, the con- 
flict that it had desired to pursue to victory. Whenever it 
is possible in a human struggle to bring a war to a victor- 
ious end, the contender who possesses that might does not 
delay. In the Invisible War the situation is quite different. 
First of all, it is not a war in the strict sense of the word, 
but a rebellion. Moreover, it is a rebellion that was fore- 
known and permitted, and a rebellion which was never at 
any moment out of God’s hand. God’s might could have 
terminated the conflict at any stage of its existence. It has 
not yet been the will of God to end the conflict, but when 
that moment in God’s will comes, the struggle will end. 
The history of the end of the conflict has been written 
down in advance, and the culmination of the events will 
follow the prepared path even as the flood waters that come 
occasionally in desert country, surge through the dry river 
bed that has been long prepared for it. 

It is not the purpose of this present volume to present a 
scheme of prophetic development. Too often, Christians 
have been and even now are sadly divided by relatively un- 
important differences of opinion on future events. Some- 
times, even, churches have rejected vital ministries simply 
because they knew that a certain teacher held prophetic 
views differing from theirs, and this though they knew that 
his passing ministry with them would not be concerned 
with prophetic matters. Fellowship on earth should be on 
the basis of the redemption that has been provided in 
Christ Jesus. It is unfortunate and unprofitable when men 
who agree in the main points of sin and salvation, who 
truly adore the same Lord Jesus and believe in Him fully, 
should become separated because of disagreement over de- 
tails of the prophetic outline. 


The Story Yet Is Incomplete 


It should be understood by now that the sweep of events 
from eternity to eternity which we have described from the 
Word of God are in a sequence which demands a continu- 
ation and a fulfillment. If we should suspend our narrative, 
even with the death and resurrection of Christ, it would be 
an incomplete story. For though Christ defeated Satan at 
the cross, yet for this little while Satan continues in com- 
mand of much of the field, and he could claim a semblance 
of victory. Christ must reign until He hath put all enemies 
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under His feet, (I Cor. 15:25) but now we see not yet all 
things put under Him. (Heb. 2:8) Those who wish to con- 
fine their preaching to the past work of Christ or to the 
present daily struggle with the forces of evil have an in- 
complete Gospel. The mathematical figure of a pyramid, if 
sliced through horizontally, leaves a mass that has no other 
name than a truncated pyramid, while the top part, the 
vertex, is in itself a true pyramid. Slice that pyramid again, 
and the top part is always a true pyramid. It is the point 
that completes the figure of any pyramid and gives satisfac- 
tion to the eye of the artist who contemplates it or to the 
engineer who constructs it. Thus it is with the pyramid of 
truth. All that we have studied thus far is the base of the 
pyramid of truth. Each chapter has built more and more 
toward the culminating point: the purpose of the redemp- 
tion and the present conflict, namely, that God may be all 
in all. (I Cor. 15:28) In order to reach this end, it is neces- 
sary that the whole prophetic fulfillment, announced by 
God, should be brought to pass. The glory of God demands 
it, and the creation groans for it. “For we know that the 
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together 
until now. And not only they, but ourselves also, which 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, that is, the re- 
demption of our body. For we are saved in this hope.” 
(Rom. 8:22-24) Henry Alford ends his great hymn with a 
verse that expresses the longing for this climax of all the 
revelation of God: 
Bring near Thy great salvation, 
Thou Lamb for sinners slain; 
Fill up the roll of Thine elect, 
Then take Thy power and reign; 
Appear, Desire of nations— 
Thine exiles long for home; 
Show in the Heaven Thy promised sign; 
Thou Prince and Saviour, come. 

This is the thought that must have been in the mind of 
the Apostle John when he wrote the inspired conclusion of 
the Apocalypse. The risen Lord Jesus Christ, author of the 
divine revelation, set His seal to the truth and reality of 
all that is in the Word by saying, “Surely I come quickly.” 
And the heart of the beloved Apostle answered, “Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus.” (Rev. 22:20) It is this that all of the 
events of history demand. It is this that all Scripture de- 
mands. It is this that the nature of God Himself demands. 
And it is this that will surely come to pass. 

Because various parts of the prophetic truth have been 
mistaken for the whole, much confusion has resulted. There 
have been some who have even attempted to deny certain 
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of the prophecies because such portions seemed to contra- 
dict others. They ask, for example, puzzled by time periods, 
How can certain things be? If the return of the Lord is as 
unexpected as a thief’s visit and as sudden as a stroke of 
lightning, how, then, can it be the establishment of a pro- 
longed kingdom? The answer is, of course, that the various 
seemingly conflicting descriptions are illustrating different 
phases of the Lord’s return. 


No Contradiction in Prophecies 


How long a time was involved in the first coming of 
Christ? The answer is that the first coming of Christ cover- 
ed more than thirty years. The first coming of Christ in- 
cluded the birth of a baby and the death of a man. The 
first coming of Christ included a man who was called the 
meek and lowly Jesus, going about as a servant, despised 
and rejected, pushed about by men and brought to an ig- 
nominious end. But at the same time, this first coming of 
Christ included a man so bold that the leaders of His day 
fell back affrighted at the strength and power of His words. 
Yet clearly there is no contradiction here. 

In the same way, there are many aspects of the return of 
the Lord Jesus. One phase of the second coming of our 
Lord has to do with the true church, which He has pur- 
chased with His own blood and has redeemed that He 
might call it by His own name. Another phase of the sec- 
ond coming of Christ has to do with the apostate church, 
the counterfeit church which has usurped the functions of 
the true church and appropriates the glory for man. Still 
another phase of the second coming of Christ has reference 
to the nation of Israel, which God has chosen and prepared 
for the future manifestation of His glory in the earth. Yet 
another phase of the second coming of Christ has to do 
with the Gentile peoples, or what men might call today, 
the United Nations. Beyond this there is a phase of the 
second coming of Christ with reference to the material 
creation, which was brought into bondage through the en- 
trance of sin: the very dirt of the ground, the crops which 
the topsoil brings to growth and fruition, and the animal 
world which groans and travails together until now, waiting 
for the fulfillment of the first event in the series that shall 
bring all others in its train. There is a phase of the second 
coming of Christ with reference to the Devil and all his 
hosts that joined him in his rebellion. And finally, there is 
a phase of the second coming of Christ which has to do 
mainly with the person of God Himself. If we miss any one 
of these aspects, we have fallen short of the fullest meaning 
of the truth of the Lord’s second coming, and of all that 
the nature of God demands. 


Two Extremes Interpret Truths 

Unhappily almost every truth of God finds, on the one 
hand, those who deny it and, on the other, those who make 
extravagant claims about it. This is true, for instance, of 
the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. There are some who deny 
the Godhead and personality of the Holy Spirit, and who 
speak of Him as an It. They would not wish to sing “God 
in three persons, blessed Trinity.” At the other extreme 
are those who make a fetish of the Holy Spirit and who be- 
lieve that possession by Him consists in physical contortions 
and speaking in tongues. Between the denial and the fanat- 
icism, there is the truth of God, namely: that the Holy 
Spirit is indeed the third person of the Godhead, and that 
He wishes to dominate the lives of those who believe in 
Christ, and that He will order and control the lives of 
those who are surrendered to God in Christ, bringing peace 
and joy into those lives and a condition of power that is 
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always subject to the individual who yields to God. (I Cor.’ 
14:32, 33) Si, 
In the same way, there are widely opposing views con- 
cerning the doctrine of the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
There are those who do not believe that Christ will return 
in person to this earth, and, on the other hand, there are 
those who believe it and go to violent extremes of setting 
dates. We are not astonished to find a secular publication 
denying the reality of the return of our Lord and are not 
surprised to find the Atlantic Monthly permitting one of 
its writers to speak of “the lunatic fringe that believes in 
the Second Coming of Christ.” There are not wanting min- 
isters, and even whole denominations, who deny the reality 
of the physical, bodily return of the Lord Jesus. Thank 
God, there are millions of true believers who belong in 
what the natural mind calls the “lunatic fringe,” and who 
do believe in the creed which Christendom recites, that the 
Lord shall “come to judge the quick and the dead,” al- 
though it would appear that multitudes who pay lip-service 
to the doctrine seem to deny it by their failure to order 
their lives in the light of the truth that they must give an 
accounting to the returning Lord at any moment. Of the 
date setters there are wild groups, such as the Jehovah's 
Witnesses, who, being unitarian in their Christology, do 
not believe in the Godhead of Jesus Christ and must there- 
fore be classed as heretical. These believe that the order of 
prophetic events has long since begun, and that we are al- 
ready well into the judgment period. Others, like the Brit- 
ish-Israelites, though maintaining the truth about Christ’s 
person, are in error concerning His redemptive work, and 
have erected a scheme of prophecy that includes references 
to our present calendar. Even within the ranks of Christians 
who do not maintain any false views.of Christ’s person or 
of His atonement, there are some extremists who either 
have set dates for some of the prophetic events, or who have 
looked upon persons or events as being the fulfillment of 
prophecies which yet belong in the future. These err be- 
cause they fail to distinguish between the cycles or trends 
of history, which move in ever accelerating tempo as time 
unfolds, and the climax and fulfillment of these tendencies, 
in which God will bring to pass the end of this present age 
of grace and the beginning of the restoration of all things. 


They Long for the Messiah 


As the ministry of Christ unfolded when He was here on 
earth the first time, the Jews, to whom He directed the first 
phases of His teaching, were confused because they mis- 
understood the prophecies of the Old Testament which 
related to the two comings of the Messiah. They easily 
grasped the purport of the prophecies which spoke of the 
glory of the Messiah, and of their glory with Him, and these 
blinded their eyes to the other prophecies, more drab for 
their carnal natures than the ones which described Israel as 
triumphant over all the nations. Isaiah and the other 
prophets, had looked forward and seen the future like a 
range of hills leading upwards to a high mountain. Their 
eyes saw summit after summit, but they could not discern 
what lay in the valleys between. Most of the Jews of 
Christ’s day had gazed at the topmost glorious peak, with 
its promises of an earthly kingdom in which Israel would 
be the principal agent of the government of God. They 
longed for the Messiah, provided He should fulfill all that 
their souls desired for the aggrandizement of their nation 
and the satisfaction of their pride. They were not interested 
in such simple matters as redemption from sin. They were 
quite willing to retain their sin provided that they could 
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By HAROLD W. FIFE 


Jesus Interprets History 


MARCH 11, 1956 
Background Scri : Luke 17:20-21; 
21:5-38 


Devotional Reading: Romans 8:28-39 
Memory Selection: Luke 21:33 


INTRODUCTION Our main for 

consideration deals with 
two most important predictions which are 
underlined by the words of our Lord, 
“Heaven and earth shall pass away; but my 
words shall not pass away” (vs. 33). We 
shall more easily understand this Scripture 
if we divide it into two sections: the first 
(vss. 5-24) dealing with the impending fate 
of Jerusalem, and the second (vss. 24-34) 
speaking of the personal return of Christ. 
There is a brief third section which we 
shall treat in the summary. 


EXPOSITION 
Jerusalem 

Matthew and Mark tell us that it was the 
disciples who remarked on the beauty, 
magnificence, and wedlth of the Temple, 
which had been forty-six years in building 
(John 2:20). The Temple is spoken of as 
being impressive in its grandeur. Its east- 
ern front was covered with plates of gold, 
which threw back the rays of the rising 
sun and formed an object of rare beauty. 
The stone of the building was white marble 
supported by massive columns, and a large 

rt of the side walls was covered in gold. 
Fruly it was a magnificent building, and 
we can well appreciate the shock given to 
the disciples by the prediction of Christ, 
“As for these things which ye behold, the 
days will come in which there shall not be 
left one stone upon another that shall not 
be thrown down” (vs. 7). They implicitly 
trusted His word and quite naturally asked 
two questions: When will these things hap- 
pen? What shall be the sign of these things 
coming to pass? Christ’s replies to these 
uestions are given in verses 10-24a, and 

ey are preceded by the warning to take 
heed not to follow false prophets or to be 
unduly perturbed by wars and commo- 
tions, for the end is not by and by (ie. 
immediately). The sequence of events de- 
tailed in these verses is as follows: 
(1) The persecution of the infant church 
with its consequent testimony to others 
(vss. 12-15), and discipline to its members 
(vs. 19). Obviously in the light of verse 16b 
and subsequent experience, verse 18 has a 
spiritual, not literal, interpretation and is 
in accord with Christ’s own words “My 
friends, be not afraid of them that kill the 
body, and after that have no more that 
they can do.” The fulfilment of this predic- 
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tion is recorded in the Acts of the Apostles 
and elsewhere. 

(2) Unrest among nations, and natural 
phenomena. Josephus, the Jewish historian, 
and Tacitus, the Roman historian, both 
give accounts of remarkable events of nat- 
ural phenomena taking place before the 
fall of Jerusalem, and we also know it to 
have been a time of great tumult. 

(3) The investment of Jerusalem by arm- 
ies with the opportunity for escape (vs. 
21). This prediction was fulfilled when in 
A.D. 66 an army under Cestius Gallus at- 
tacked Jerusalem with some success, only 
to retreat hurriedly; this gave an oppor- 
tunity for the Christians to leave the city, 
which, in fact, they did, escaping across the 
Jordan to Pella. 

(4) The complete desolation of Jerusalem 
(vs. 20) with terrible distress (vs. 23), and 
slaughter, resulting in the overthrow of 
the Jews and the beginning, of the long 
Gentile rule in the city (vs. 24). 

For the best brief commentary on the 

fulfilment of this prediction, let us quote 
extracts from historians: “The great siege 
of Jerusalem in av. 70 under Titus was 
terrible, . . . lasting as it did for 143 days. 
The terrible sufferings of the besieged from 
famine, thirst, and disease were intensified 
by the heat of summer. The population is 
stated by Tacitus to have been 600,000—by 
Josephus to have been over 1,000,000. 
There were few survivors; . . . the Jewish 
system perished in blood and fire, . . . and 
the actual site of the Temple was ploughed 
up.” 
Thus, forty years before these events 
took place, they were yy y foretold by 
Christ. It was, He said, the day of venge- 
ance (vs. 22) and could not be avoided 
except -by flight in obedience to His word 
(vs. 21). Small wonder this passage begins 
with the solemn words “Take heed.” 


The Personal Return of Christ 
Once we realize that the second half of 
verse 24 is the bridge bringing these pre- 
dictions to the present Church Age, the in- 
terpretation becomes much more simple. 
With the coming of Christ and the birth 
of the Church, the Law had flowered into 
its full purpose, and the final destruction 
of Jerusalem sealed the end of that dispen- 
sation. We now enter the Church Age in 
which, symbolically enough, the Gentiles 
“tread down” Jerusalem. It is significant 
that throughout the long years since, and 
despite the Crusades and modern events in 
Israel, the Jews have not had control of 
Jerusalem and will not gain it until the 
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. So Christ 
cc a long period during which the 
tiles Sm jominate Jerusalem and the 
Jews shall be —— among all nations 
(vs. 24); will be enna s and lex- 
ity among the peoples, coupled wi w- 
ing fear, and Eubainating’ in the an of 
Man coming in a cloud with power and 
great glory (vs. 27). 


This prediction, much less specific than 
the first and covering so long a period as 
the Church Age, is open to varied inter- 
pretation in detail, but its main message is 
crystal clear. Christ is coming again in 
power and great glory, and the signs of 
His Coming are a message to His people to 
encourage them (vs. 28) and to urge them 
to live in expectation of His return -(vss. 
34-36). The solemn promise of verse 32 
may refer either to the Jewish nation which 
has wonderfully persisted through the cen- 
turies despite incessant and unparalleled 
persecution, or to the Church, similarly 
persecuted and as miraculously preserved. 
Either interpretation adds point to verse 33 
with its unmistakeable authority of Deity. 
Who else but God can speak words like 
these? 


SUMMARY This wonderful predictive 
discourse, spoken so near 
the Cross, is prefaced and concluded (vss. 
8, 34) with the words, “Take heed.” Christ 
gives this light, not that we may have more 
knowledge, but that our lives may be pre- 
pared for Him. When His reign comes, it 
will indeed be the Kingdom of God. In the 
meantime, we may have a microcosm of 
this in our own hearts, for now the “King- 
dom of God cometh not with observation 
(outward show) for, behold, the Kingdom 
of God is within you.” Luke 17:21, 22. 


MARCH 18, 1956 


Jesus Institutes the Lord’s Supper 
Background Scripture: Luke 22:1-71 
Devotional Reading: I Corinthians 11:23-32 
Memory Selection: I Corinthians 11:26 


The events recorded in 
the background Scripture 
took place on the day preceding our Lord’s 
crucifixion, and the last two verses of 
Chapter 21 and the first two in Chapter 22 
give us a vivid account of the setting of 
these happenings. Through the week 
Christ had taught in the Temple in the 
daytime—being protected by His popularity 
with the crowds—and during the night-time 
He resorted to the Mount of Olives. But 
now came the Feast of the Passover, which 
Christ determined to keep in the city of 
Jerusalem. The upper room had already 
been secretly arranged for (vss. 11-13) so 
that the last precious time together with 
His disciples should not be violated, so 
that the sacred truths (mostly recorded in 
John’s Gospel) might be shared, and the 
profoundly simple ordinance of the Lord’s 
Supper instituted. They were approaching 
the supreme moment of Christ’s fellowship 
with His disciples; the focal point of the 
three years of ministry to them. There had 
been other Passovers that He and His dis- 
ciples had kept together, but this was to 
be very different as the intense form of de- 
sire referred to in verse 15 reveals. It was 
to be His last Passover and the very first 
Lord’s Supper that was, in days to come, 
to girdle the earth. Henceforth, He would 
await its final fulfilment in the Kingdom of 
God (vs. 16). 


EXPOSITION 


INTRODUCTION 


The Institution 

We may assume that the earlier parts of 
the Passover feast were completed before 
Christ took the cup. The Passover was one 
of the central acts of Jewish ritual and 
=— God's deliverance of Israel by 

e slaying of a lamb and the sprinkling 
of blood (see Exodus 12 etc.) Dr. Maclaren 
writes, “It was a family feast, and our Lord 
took the place of the head of the house- 
hold. That solemnly appointed and long- 
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The Significance 
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teaching of trans-substantiation. Three 
things are taught as of basic significance in 
the Lord’s supper: The broken bread sym- 
bolized His body given for us. The cup of 
wine symbolized His blood shed. The ac- 
ceptance of His body broken for our sins 
and in our place, and of His blood shed 
for the remission of sins, was the ground 
of God’s New Testament (or Covenant) 
with His people. This new covenant is 
God-made and therefore inviolable. It does 
not depend for its efficacy on our full un- 
derstanding of the mystery of redemption; 
it requires only our acceptance. 
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The writer can _ speak 
with experience of par- 
taking of the Lord’s Supper with three 


SUMMARY 


‘Arab Christians in a remote village in Al- 


geria, kneeling on the mud floor of the 
hut, and taking the emblems from a rude 
table; in a mixed company of eight differ- 
ent races in Tunis; in the dignity and 
beauty of Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Bap- 
tist, and other churches; and in the stark 
simplicity of the morning meeting in a 
Brethren Assembly. This service of the 
Lord’s Supper breaks all man-made bar- 
riers, uniting the whole redeemed Church 
of Christ on earth in one act of remem- 
brance, and speaking in eloquent silence 
to East and West. The fact is that we are 
all prone to forget and need to be brought 
back to remembrance. We are all sinners 
needing the sin-bearing Saviour and sin- 
cleansing blood to make God's gracious 
covenant of forgiveness and the gift of new 
life operative in our lives. And being 
basically selfish, we need perpetual remind- 
er that at the heart of real remembrance 
of Christ is the crucifixion of self and the 
exalting of Christ in our lives, in order 
that we may say, (though perhaps halt- 
ingly) “I am crucified with Christ; never- 
theless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me, and the life which I now live in 
the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son 
of. God, who loved me and gave Himself 
for me” (Galatians 2:20). Christ, knowing 
us far better than we know ourselves, took 
the bread and cup, and after giving thanks 
(thanksgiving at His impending crucifix- 
ion!) said, “This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 


MARCH 25, 1956 
The Meaning of Christ’s Suffering 


und Scripture: Luke 23:1-56 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 53 
Memory Selection: Isaiah 53:5 


INTRODUCTION ‘The meaning of Christ’s 

sufferings is the theme of 
the New Testament, and it will not, there- 
fore, be possible to compass all the ground 
in one study. Our mode of approach will be 
to see the meaning of those sufferings to 
those who were closest to them; perhaps we 
shall find our pen-portrait here, for the 
cross of Christ } vent its pure white light 
on every character and reveals it for what 
it truly is. Luke’s brief account of these 
events only gives us the salient points, and 
if we require more details we must turn to 
the other Gospel narratives. 


EXPOSITION 
Pilate 

Make no mistake, it was Pilate who gave 
the word that crucified Christ (Luke 23:24, 
25), and without his authority it could not 
have been carried out. The Jewish authori- 
ties had no power to inflict the death pen- 
alty and were utterly dependent on the 
judicial authority of Pilate. On his should- 
ers, therefore, rests the final responsibility. 
Invested with the authority of Caesar him- 
self, familiar with Roman law, practised 
in astute politics and statecraft, Pilate stands 
before us a tormented man. His sense of 
justice, the Person who confronted him, the 
urgent pleadings of his wife, all urged him 
to declare Christ innocent and set Him free. 
On the other hand, his desire to please the 
crowd, his love of power, and his determina- 
tion to hold to it at any cost (If thou let 
this man go, thou art not Caesar’s friend!), 
drove him first to vacillation, then to com- 
promise (sending Him to Herod), subse- 
quently to ining with the crowd (this 
man or Barrabas?), and finally, with any 





semblance of justice long since gone, to 
complete moral and spiritual disaster. 
Pilate’s conscience was not dead when con- 
fronted with Christ, it was overwhelmed by 
expediency! Many since have travelled the 
same road and, while knowing full well 
where their true allegiance should be, have 
vacillated and subsequently chosen wrongly. 
The lust for power, the desire to please the 
crowd and to retain the favor of their little 
Caesars have led them to forsake Christ. To 
Pilate the meaning of Christ’s suffering was 
that, being faced with the ultimate chal- 
lenge, he chose mserably and wrongly. 


The Jews 


These were the most privileged people of 
all and should have been the most enlight- 
ened. They comprised the elders, chief 
priests and scribes (Luke 22:66). They 
were, therefore, the cream of the people 
chosen of God to be the vehicles of revela- 
tion! The cream had indeed become sour! 
Their religious prejudice had blinded them 
to Christ, and now it drove them to false 
accusation, (cf. Luke 20:25; Luke 23:2) 
mob law, then to the heinous crime of 
crucifying their Messiah and condemning 
their race to centuries of sorrow. To them, 
the sufferings of Christ meant the culmina- 
tion of religious prejudice and hate—a 
thought that should cause us to walk softly 
in our religious prejudices and controversies! 


Herod 


Satiated with lust and murder, Herod has 
gone far past the sensitivity of Pilate and 
sees in rist one who may for a while 
amuse him and stimulate his interest. (vs. 8) 
To Herod Christ had nothing to say. (vs. 9) 
There had been a day when God had spoken 
to Herod through John the Baptist, and 
Herod had respected John and his holiness 
and heard him gladly; but he had been 
trapped by his own lust, and now the seared 
conscience could not be reached. In some 
ways those words, “Jesus answered him 
nothing” are the most terrible in Scripture. 
Herod, completely callous to the significance 
of His silence, plays with Him, mocks Him, 
arrays Him in a gorgeous robe, and send 
Him back to Pilate. The meaning of Christ's 
sufferings to Herod was that he had, by 
reason of his infamies, become so insensible 
to spiritual things, so calloused in con- 
science that even: the silence of Christ could 
not shock him. May God save us from that. 


The Dying Thief 

Notice how a man’s background of 
thought colors his life at vital moments. 
Hanging on his dreadful cross, the dying 
thief remembers his own sin and the justice 
that has brought him to his last agony; but 
he also calls to mind the sinlessness of 
Christ,” this man hath done nothing amiss,” 
and makes his last confident appeal, “Lord, 
remember me when thou comest into thy 
Kingdom.” Says Dr. Alexander Whyte, “The 
Kingdom of Heaven suffered violence that 
day at this thief’s.so suddenly repentant and 
so believing hands. He took heaven, so to 
speak, at a leap that day. . . . It was at 
the very darkest hour this world has ever 
seen—or ever will see—that this thief’s 
splendid faith flashed up brighter than the 
midday sun. . . . Christ was still on His 
Cross, and His glory was as black as mid- 
night, when all the faith of the church of 
God found its last retreat and sure fastness 
and high tower in the thief’s unconquerable 
and inextinguishable heart.” 

The meaning of Christ’s sufferings to 
the dying thief was the vindication of his 
faith and the transformation of his death! 
“To-day,” said Christ from His Cross, “thou 
shalt be with me in Paradise.” 
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The Embryo Church 

Picture the forlorn group of disciples 
around the cross as they hear Christ say, 
“It is finished.” The long and wearisome 
road that began when He became flesh and 
dwelt among us, continued in the long 
years in the home of Mary and Joseph, and 
became more evident as He set His face as 
a flint to go to Jerusalem and His cross, 
had come to its consummation. What was 
its purpose? To reveal God and to save His 
people by dying for them. When Christ said, 
“It is finished,” the Church had its full 
revelation of God in Christ, and the work 
of redeeming love was — There 
was, and is, no need for fuller light or 
further sacrifice. “Love’s redeeming work 
is done.” For three hours there was dark- 
ness over the earth, and during it the veil 
of the temple was rent in two from top to 
bottom. That veil had symbolized the sepa- 
ration caused by sin between the worship- 
pers and their holy God. Through it, once 
a year, the High Priest went along. Now, 
Christ’s sacrifice for sin having availed for 
all time, there was no need either for veil 
or Priest, but the way was open for direct 
communion with God. “But this Man, after 
He had offered one sacrifice for sins for 
ever, sat down on the right hand of 
God. . . . Having . . . therefore boldness to 
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
by the new and living way, which he opened 
for us through the veil, that is to say, his 
flesh; . . . let us draw near . . . with full 
assurance of faith... .” (Heb. 10:12; 19-22) 

The meaning of Christ’s sufferings to the 
embryo Church was that all that Christ had 
foretold of His death had been fulfilled; 
the work of redemption was complete; and 
the way into unhindered communion with 
God was opened. As yet they only very dimly 
apprehended these things, but the accom- 
panying darkness, earthquake, and the rent 
veil must have taught them dimly what the 
risen Christ and His Holy Spirit were pres- 
ently to teach them in wonderful clarity 
and fullness, that here in this suffering 
“God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto Himself.” 
SUMMARY We must pause to ask, 
“What is the meaning of 
Christ’s suffering to me?” It does not take 
the Cross of Calvary to form a social club, 
launch a humanitarian project, or teach 
religion. It does need the Cross of Calvary 
to redeem us from our sins and make us 
children of God. Perhaps a child’s hymn 
will be our best summary: 
He died that we might be forgiven, 
He died to make us , 
That we might go at last to Heaven 
Saved by His precious blood. 
There was no other good enough 
To pay the price of sin, 
He only could unlock thc gate 
Of Heaven, and let us in. 
Oh, dearly, dearly has He loved! 
And we must love Him too, 
AND TRUST IN HIS REDEEMING 

BLOOD 
And try His works to do. 


APRIL 1, 1956 


The Meaning of the Ressurection 


Background Scripture: Luke 24:1-53 
Devotional Reading: I Corinthians 15:12-28 
Memory Selection: I Corinthians 15:37 


INTRODUCTION ‘The Resurrection of our 

Lord Jesus Christ has been 
described as one of the most thoroughly at- 
tested facts of history. Its scenes are etched 
clearly upon our minds, and it has been, and 
is still, the inspiration of millions. What 
does it mean? According to the Apostle 


March 1956 


Paul, it is a power to be apprehended (that 
I may know him and the power of his 
resurrection, Phil. 3:10) and we can trace 
this transforming power in the lives of 
those who appear in the 24th chapter of 
Luke. When we first meet them they seem 
to have not a glimmer of hope. “Peter,” we 
read, (Matt. 26:58) “followed to see the 
end.” “The women Pea 4 spices and 
ointments.” When e first mews was 
pears ay to the apostles, “their words seemed 
as idle tales, and they believed them not.” 
(vs. 11) On the Emmaus road the couple 
spoke mournfully (and in the past tense) 
of the One “we had trusted should have 
redeemed Israel.” (vs. 21) Thomas, as we all 
know, was adamant in despair. They cer- 
tainly were not a grou by hope 
and determined to produce a story to sup- 
port it! Then gradually, despite themselves, 
the truth that Christ had risen from the 
dead dawned, and with it, a joy and as- 
surance that completely transformed them. 
Perhaps we shall best appreciate this if we 
focus our attention on the couple on the 
Emmaus road and notice the change that 
took place when the risen Christ “drew 
near and went with them.” (Luke 24:15) 


EXPOSITION 
He Unburdened Their Hearts 


“What is the burden of your conversa- 
tion?” He said. (vs. 17) A dead person may 
earn our admiration, but only a living 
Saviour opens our hearts in frank prayer 
and deals with our heart’s need. Look where 
you will in this resurrection story, and you 
will find the same approach. Mary’s tears 
are dried; Peter’s love is re-assured (what 
a lovely touch that he is singled out and 
how typical, “The Lord hath risen indeed 
and appeared to Simon.”); Thomas’ doubts 
are resolved; and all by the personal ap- 
pearance to them of a risen Saviour, Who 
opened their hearts. It is still the same to- 
day. A creed may satisfy us intellectually; 
a beautiful building may appeal aesthetic- 
ally; lovely music may quiet the soul; but 
the deep aches and needs of the human 
heart will be untouched and unsatisfied, 
until the living risen Christ appears to us, 
and we spontaneously open our hearts and 
uncover our real longings. A risen Christ 
means we have a Friend at the court of 
Heaven! 


He Uncovered Their Real Need 


His Presence to them meant no super- 
ficial feeling of comfort but a probing to 
the seat of their problem. They thought 
it was in the realm of circumstances and 
happenings beyond their control, (vss. 19- 
24) but Christ showed them it was really 
lack of faith in their reactions to events. 
(vss. 25, 26) Though they had been taught 
by the law, the prophets, and the Lord 
Himself that Christ needs must suffer and 
rise again, the very news “made them as- 
tonished.” (vs. 22) It is one thing to be 
taught a truth and quite another to re- 
ceive it in faith and build upon it. A bag of 
cement is no foundation on which to build 
until it is mixed with water, so divine truth 
needs to be mixed with faith or it will not 
profit us. (Heb. 4:2) To say we believe in 
the glorious Easter message is not enough; 
there must be a consequent virile faith in 
a living Christ. It was the absence of that 
faith which our Lord uncovered on the 
Emmaus road. 


“Beginning at Moses and all the prophets, 
He expounded unto them in all the scrip- 
tures the things concerning Himself.” (vs. 


27) How we should have delighted in that 
exposition! Beginning with the books of 









CONGRESS ON PROPHECY 
plans to itinerate 


The capacity day-time attendances 
<< — mies crowds at the = 
0} nternatio! ingress on Prophecy 
held November 6-13 in Calvary Baptist. . 
Church, New York, have induced the 
American Association Board to authorize 
the offering of similar Congress pro- 
grams to er cities. 

You can arrange for a Congress on 
Prophecy in your city. To be sure of 
your choice of dates, we urge that you 
write us promptly. 

lace your order now, too, for the 
book “Understanding The Times” 
which will present the cream of the 
Congress addresses. Price $3.00. 

And write for free copy of the 
Manifesto adopted by the Congress, em- 
bodying the unanimous eschatologi 
views of 37 outstanding speakers repre- 
senting 16 nationally recognized schools. 


"Write to Dept: E 
Dr. A. B. Machlin, Executive Director 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
JEWISH EVANGELISM, INC. 
Winona Lake, Indiana 























YOU CAN WIN SOULS THROUGH 
SUBSTITUTES 


Support your own missionary. A_ native of 
Africa or India can be supported for $40- 
ear. We cooperate only with evan- 
evangelistic Missions. 
e get reports of your worker. Write for 
information. 

Missionary Prayer League, Inc. 


89 Quincy Street, Brooklyn 38, N. Y. 














COMING! 


-anew 


department 


in the 


MARCH 
ISSUE OF 
MOODY 
MONTHLY 


a” 
Moody Monthly is 
happy to announce 
this new section 
designed to meet‘a 
long-felt need in 
Christian homes... 
a department edited 
especially for boys 
girls . . . featuring 


% STORIES * PICTURES * PUZZLES 
* THINGS TO DO 
. .. to delight and inspire 
young readers each month! 
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 


to acquaint you with this 
new Boys’ and Girls’ De- 
partment—and other 
Moody Monthly features... 





ISSUES 





for 

coat aie 1:00 

iY M Y . 
820 N. LaSalle Street 
Chicago 10, Illinois Dept. ET-56-671 
I enclose $1.00. Please send me next six issues at special 
introductory rate. ($1.15 Canada). Reg. price, $3.00 
@ year. 
Name. 








Address. 





City. Zone. 

















A 


Be Se 


ee 
2 












INISTERS! CHRISTIAN WORKERS! 








Study Christian Education this summer 


in the colorful, cool Colorado Rockies 


Select one or two courses or work toward an M. A. 


degree, which you can complete in 3 summers’ study. 


Outstanding Evangelical Professors . . . Outstanding Courses 


First Semester « June 16-July 12 
J. Laurence Kulp, Ph. D., Columbia University: The Bible and Science 


A, University of Michigan: Presentation 


Frank Houser, M. A., Wheaton College: The Christian and Society : 


C. Gregg Singer, Ph. D., 


Bellhaven College: The Church in History 


Philip Ashton, Ph. D., Seattle Pacific College: Adolescent Psychology 


Everett F. Harrison, Ph. 


Second Semester ¢ July 17- August 10 
Kenneth Kantzer, Ph. D., Wheaton College: The Theology of Salvation { 


D., Fuller Theological Seminary: Biblical Introduction 


Paul K. Jewett, Ph. D., Fuller Theological Seminary: Christology t 


Bernard L. Ramm, Ph. D 


., Baylor University: The Christian Apologetic } 


Vernon C. Grounds, Conservative Baptist Seminary: Religions and Cults ( 
Ralph E. Hone, Ph. D., Wheaton College: Great Christian Literature , 


Plus — Lectures and workshops on young people’s leadership, led 
by staff workers of YOUNG LIFE PAIGN . . . in America’s 





summer playground, the co 


to college graduates desiring qualified graduate training. 
For further information, catalogs, and application forms, write: 


} 
{ 
lorful, cool Rockies of Colorado. Open 
{ 


WALDEN HOWARD, Dean 














HOW TO ADOPT A MISSIONARY ..... 


There are missionaries on 


Christ, but lacking adequate support. You can become personally acquainted with 


one of these soul-winners. 


NORTH AFRICA 


the field in North Africa, helping win Moslem souls for 


For full information, write 


MISSION ¢ 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 











a 





INCOME 
CHECKS 
LIFE! ‘es 











WHEATON ANNUITIES 


.« « « PROVIDE a safe, generous income not 
only for your lifetime, but also that of your 
survivor, if you so choose. The Wheaton 
Plan, in effect for more than 55 years, has 
never missed a single payment to an annu- 
itant in spite of periodic adverse world con- 
ditions. 

- « « GIVE you the deep satisfaction of 
sharing in the training of hundreds. of 
workers and leaders for varied phases of 
Christian service in a day when they are 
desperately needed. 


WHEATON COLLEGE Wheaton « lilinois 

Please send me a FREE 

copy of Pleasant To- Name Age_—____ 
morrows, booklet ex- 
plaining Wheaton An- 
nuity Plan in detail. 


Write for Free 
Booklet Today 





Dept. E 36 





Address 








eS... 








Moses, continuing throvgh all the prophets 
and scriptures, He showed them how they 
all spoke of Him. “Taste and see that the 
Lord is good,” says the Psalmist, but we 
so often want to see before we taste and 
consequently neither see nor taste. An ex- 
perience of Christ brings the whole Bible 
alive to us and makes apparent the riches 
hidden throughout the Old Testament; 
thus the mind is illumined and the life 
wonderfully enriched. Spiritual things are 
spiritually discerned, and faith leads to 
knowledge, not vice-versa, “If any man do 
His will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God.” (John 7:17) 


He Strengthened Their Devotion 


Upon arriving at Emmaus the still un- 
ized Lord made as though to con- 

tinue His journey, but the two disciples 
constrained Him to stay with them. At the 
evening meal, He took the bread, blessed 
and brake it, and gave to them, and in that 
moment (second of the Lord’s Suppers) they 
knew Him. The sequence is most illumin- 
ating. Firstly, “their hearts burned within 
them as He opened the scriptures; (vs. 32) 
secondly, “they constrained Him to stay 
with them;” (vs. 29) (a thrilling thought 
that a real desire for God enables man to 
constrain Him to tarry!) thirdly, they 
“knew” Christ and had a glowing testi- 
mony saying, “the Lord is risen indeed.” 
(vss. 34, 35) That sequence will always be 
followed. If we listen to Him and respond 
with burning hearts to His teaching (recol- 
lect they knew not that it was He, but they 
were eager to hear about Him, even from a 
stranger), we shall want to lay hold of Him 
in a newer and fuller way, and that thirst, 
being satisfied, will result in vital testimony. 
Immediately this was expressed in a deep- 
ening fellowship with en disciples, (vss. 
33-35) Our separation from fellow Chris- 
tians, like pools and puddles on the beach 
at low tide, is evidence of spirituality at 
the ebb; but when the tide rises, the divi- 
sions cease to exist. The risen Christ in the 
midst should make separation impossible. 


SUMMARY The closing verses of the 
Gospel according to Luke 
(24:36-53) constitute a summary of our 
lesson. A further manifestation of Christ 
with the renewed significance of eating with 
them (vss. 36-43) is followed by additional 
teaching concerning His fulfilment of Old 
Testament prophecy, (vss. 44, 45) and the 
necessity of His cross and resurrection. This 
constitutes the good news they were called 
to spread (vss.'47, 48) and for which work 
and witness they were to be empowered of 
the Holy Ghost. (vs. 49) So, with the Lord’s 
own benediction resting upon them, we 
leave them, radiant, rejoicing, and ready to 
fulfil the great commission. How different 
from the opening of the chapter! The 
transformation can only be explained in 
the words, “THE LORD IS RISEN IN- 
DEED.” 


APRIL 8, 1956 
Power for a World Mission 


Background Scripture: Acts 1-Acts 2 
Devotional Reading: Acts 2:1-8 
Memory Selection: Acts 1:8 


INTRODUCTION The title of this book, 

the Acts of the Apostles is 
- to be misleading, as the greater number 
of the Apostles are hardly mentioned in it. 
Luke is the writer, and he opens the first 
chapter by reference to the Gospel he had 
written as being, “a treatise . . . of all that 
Jesus began both to do and teach.” The 
clear inference is that in Acts we shall find 
what Jesus continued to do and to teach. 
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‘That is precisely what this book does record 
—the continuance of the ministry of the 
risen Christ through His disciples. The Gos- 
pel according to Luke closes with Christ’s 
telling His disciples that they were to be 
His witnesses and that they were to wait 
in Jerusalem until endued with power 
from on high (Luke 24:48, 49). Our dic- 
tionaries tell us, “a witness is one who has 
seen or knows by experience and can thus 
give evidence.” The disciples had seen, 
heard, and known Christ; now they were to 
be endued with the power that He alone 
gives, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and that 
would make them and those who followed 
witnesses throughout the world. (Act 1:8) 
The first chapter records the commandment 
to the disciples, (vss. 4-8) the ascension of 
Christ, and the waiting and preparing 
group. They were united (of one accord), 
prayerful, (vs. 14) organized (vss. 22-26) and 
expectant. One thing was yet needed—the 
power of the Holy Spirit—and when the ten 
days had elapsed between the Ascension and 
Pentecost, the Holy Ghost came. 


EXPOSITION 


The Coming of the Holy Spirit 


This had been predicted by Joel (2:28) 
and indicated by other prophets, but it was 
our Lord Jesus Christ who had taught spe- 
cifically of the Holy Spirit’s work. The 
Holy Spirit was to abide with the believer; 
(John 14:6) He was to be the Paraclete, the 
One called along side to help and strengthen 
by His never-failing presence; (John 14:16) 
He was to teach; (John 14:26; 15:26; 16:13) 
He would give a new sensitivity to the will 
of God, thus producing conviction of sin, 
righteousness, and judgment; (John 16:9, 
10, 11) and He was to glorify Christ, for 
“He shall receive of mine, and shall show 
it unto you.” (John 16:14) Those were cer- 
tainly the needs of the disciples if they were 
to be witnesses to Christ, and they are just 
as surely ours. Pentecost was the feast of 
harvest when the maximum number of 
visitors from all over the known world 
crowded into Jerusalem, and it was at that 
time that the Holy Ghost was given. Certain 
things need to be noticed: The disciples 
were united, together, and expectant. (vs. 1) 
The actual coming of the Holy Spirit de- 
fied clear definition—“as of” a rushing 
mighty wind. and “like as of fire” are not 
specific, but self—evidently approximate de- 
scriptions. (vss. 2, 3) They were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost without regard to 
position or sex. (vs. 4a) The tongues in 
which they spoke on this occasion were 
known tongues (vss. 6, 8, 11) brook no 
controversy on this point. Their utterance 
in these tongues was praise to God of such 
spontaneity that it challen the hearers 
(vss. 7, 12, 18) and prepared them to listen 
to the first preaching witness of the new- 
born church. Would that the sincerity, spon- 
taneity, joy, and reality of worship in our 
own groups to-day produced a similar im- 
pact on the unbeliever. Do we not need the 
same enduement? 


Preaching in the Holy Spirit 


Joyous testimony arrests attention, but it 
is preaching that leads to conversion, for 
“it pleased God to save men by the foolish- 
ness of —s (I Cor. 1:21) A fellow- 
ship with spirit-filled members will produce 
the atmosphere which attracts unbelievers 
and makes them ask the questions (vs. 12) 
to which preaching will give the answers. 
Peter’s address begins by showing them 
that this outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
is but the fulfillment of the Old Testament 

rophecies with which they are familiar, 
(vss. 16-21) and then immediately proceeds 
to preach Christ as being deliv up by 
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the determinate counsel of God to be cruci- 
fied and slain, and as having risen from the 
dead; (vss. 22-24) again, a fulfillment of Old 
Testament prediction. (vss. 25-30) Christ, 
risen from the dead and exalted to the right 
hand of God, has the authority to give 
newness of life by the power of the Holy 
Ghost. (vss. 30-33) The steps to receiving 
this blessing are simple, but profound: 
repentance, (contrition for sin and a reso- 


lute turning from it) confession of Christ: 


as Saviour and Lord in baptism, and the 
receiving of the Holy Spirit as the life-gift 
and love-gift of Christ. (vs. 38) It will be 
noticed that, while the disciples had to tarry 
for the Holy Ghost because He was not 
yet given, (Acts 1) since Pentecost there is 
no waiting period. (2:38) 

The coming of the Holy Spirit meant 
three things: a’ spontaneity and reality in 
worship that was at once attractive and 
challenging by its evidence of the super- 
natural in the human; (this should always 
be apparent in the Church of Christ, but 
is it?) a preaching that with complete as- 
surance focuses on Christ crucified, risen, 
exalted, and giving the Holy Ghost; a con- 
sequent impact on all who listen. A fellow- 
ship of Christ’s people that falls short of 
this pattern needs a new enduement of the 
Holy Spirit. 


Conservation of Coming of the Holy Spirit 


There is a pristine beauty about the clos- 
ing verses of the second chapter of Acts that 
is very moving. The eager converts are 
joined to the church and immediately show 
the new appetites pertaining to their new 
nature. Hungry to learn, they attend stead- 
fastly to teaching. Delighting in fellowship, 
they miss no opportunity of enjoying it; 
the breaking of bread and prayers is the 
natural expression of devotion and desire. 
(vs. 42) Such a spiritually powerful church 
finds spiritual ministries (vs. 43) and a 
social conscience—which, in those limited 
surroundings, found expression in a com- 
plete sharing of possessions. (vss. 44, 45) 
This urge, while not possible of fulfillment 
to-day in the same way, will certainly ex- 
press itself through the countless evangelis- 
tic and social ministries of the Church, if 
the Holy Spirit is truly working Christ’s 
will in us. Small wonder that with such an 
eager fullness, their joy became the con- 
tagion of evangelism, and every day, men 
and women were saved and added to the 
church. (vs. 47) 
SUMMARY We may study this lesson 
as history and remain un- 
moved; we may study it wistfully as an ex- 
perience within our need but outside our 
reach; or we may realize that we live in the 
age of the Spirit and, fulfilling the condi- 
tions, may know His fullness. If each who 
teaches and each who listens to this lesson 
really determines to know the fullness of 
the Holy Spirit, we may yet see a great 
surge of spiritual power sweep the world, 
for did not Christ say, “If ye .. . being 
evil, know how to give good = unto your 
children; how much more shall your heaven- 
ly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask Him?” (Luke 11:13) 
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in your heart—the assurance of salva- 
tion and the joyous anticipation of 
seeing your Saviour face to face, and 
being re-united with loved ones who 
have gone before. 

But peace at sunset depends too 
upon material security, and enough 
independence so that you do not feel 
you are a burden to others, 
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THE RIGHT QUESTION ASKED 
Reviewed by Donald Barnhouse Jr. 


Research Consultant, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association 


Ethics. Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Macmillan. 
340 pp. $4.00. 


Ethics is a concern of every man, or 
at least of every one who has taken the 
name of Christ. But it remains today, 
as it has been ever since the conflict be- 
tween Paul and the Judaizers, one of 
the areas of widest and sharpest dis- 
agreement within the churches. To find 
the right answer, one must first ask the 
right question; but where should we 
begin in a study of so vast a subject, 
which throws its light on every course 
and turning of our life? 

One came to Jesus and asked, “What 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus 
pointed to the Old Testament with His 
reply: “Keep the commandments.” On 
this authority the Judaizers tried to bind 
all believers to the Mosaic law; but 
Paul, pointing to the New Testament 
sealed by Christ with His own blood, 
made it clear and definite that eternal 
life, since and because of Calvary, was 
the free gift of God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Paul insists again and 
again that the new life is neither ac- 
quired nor maintained by being or do- 
ing good. (e.g. Eph. 2:8, 9; Gal. 3:2, 3) 

In spite of Paul's gospel, the tendency 
to identify Christian ethics with the 
Ten Commandments is still with us. It 
is so prevalent that it, may startle some 
to be told that “whoever wishes to take 
up the problem of a Christian ethic must 
. . - discard as irrelevant the two ques- 
tions . . . ‘How can I be good?’ and 
‘How can I do good?” These are the 


words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, one of 
the heroic band of German Christians 
that resisted Hitler’s rise to power. Bon- 
hoeffer was keenly concerned with the 
problem of ethics, often writing and 
speaking out against the Nazis, and 
against those who helped, tolerated, or 
ignored the evil until it was too late to 
stop it. He planned to collect his ma- 
terial into a book, but he did not live 
to finish the work. In April, 1943, he 
was arrested by the Gestapo. Two years 
later he was executed on Hitler’s or- 
ders just before Allied armies reached 
the concentration camp where he had 
been held. 

Parts of Bonhoeffer’s work were seized 
and destroyed by the secret police, but 
much of it was safely concealed in gar- 
den hiding-places and retrieved after 
the war. These sections have now been 
collected and published in English, 
though it is not the book Bonhoeffer in- 
tended it to be, under the title Ethics. 

If we are primarily concerned with 
being or doing good, says Bonhoeffer, 
“this means that it has already been 
decided that it is the self and the world 
which are the ultimate reality,” that the 
chief end of man is man and the world. 
Instead of beginning with ourselves, we 
should ask “the utterly and totally dif- 
ferent question “What is the will of 
God?’” This is not the same as asking 
the more self-centered question “What 
is God’s will for me?’ For to find God's 
will we must not look first around to 
see, feel, or guess what He wants us to 
do, but rather we must look at what 


God Himself has done! God’s will is. re- 
vealed in God’s work, in creation and 
redemption, and most fully in His en- 
tering His creation as a man. Seeing this, 
our goal is then to become partakers of 
His nature, will, and work, not to con- 
form to some abstract theory of good. 
Bonhoeffer reminds us that the know- 
ledge of good and evil came with sepa- 
ration from God in the Fall. In Christ 
is reconciliation, and our new aim is 
“participation in the divine reality which 
is revealed in Christ . . . the fulfilled 
will of God.” 

With this foundation, Bonhoeffer looks 
through Christ at the whole range of 
human experience. This gives a rare 
reality and freshness to his comments on 
labor, marriage, government, and 
church, inheritance and decay, guilt and 
renewal, love, the Pharisee, doing, con- 
science, and all the vast array of topics 
that occurred to his thorough mind. 

Bonhoeffer does not write in an ab- 
stract or dispassionate manner, but from 
a deep involvement in the struggles and 
ethical tensions of his time. If anyone 
believes this is not relevant for us, or 
doubts that the dangers Bonhoeffer faced 
are latent among us today, let him read 
the powerfully moving confession of 
guilt this modern martyr wrote on be- 
half of the German churches. Conviction 
will strike you as you read much of it, 
and much more will give you the uneasy 
feeling that we are in the process of 
losing the same battles and making the 
same mistakes that paved the way for 
tragedy in Germany. 

If you read a great deal, you cannot 
leave this book off your list; and even if 
you read as few as three books a year, I 
feel this should be one of them. Take 
time with it. I am convinced that it will 
challenge the devotion as well as the 
mind of any thoughtful reader. 





The Dead Sea Scrolls. Millar Burrows. 
Viking. 435 pp. $6.50. 


More and more the fascinating dis- 
covery of ancient scrolls near the Dead 
Sea in Palestine is attracting the atten- 
tion both of the scholarly world and of 
the laymen. It was in 1947 that the first 
discoveries were brought to light, and 
since that time a veritable flood of arti- 
cles has been appearing steadily. 

Here, Dr. Burrows writes in a simple, 
direct, readable style. He begins by re- 
counting the fascinating story of how 
the scrolls were first brought to the at- 
tention of scholars. There follows a most 
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NEW LIGHT CAST ON SOME OLD WRITINGS 
Reviewed by Edward J. Young 


Professor of Old Testament, Westminster Theological Seminary 


valuable summary of discussions con- 
cerning the date of the scrolls. The pres- 
ent writer favors an early date, that is, 
at the beginning of the present era, but 
he does not feel able to be more precise 
than that. Dr. Burrows would date the 
great Isaiah manuscript a little before 
100 B.C. or possibly a bit later. One 


may not necessarily agree with every- 
thing that Burrows says, but he cannot 
help but profit from the clear manner in 
which Burrows sets forth his informa- 
tion. 

The body of the book consists of a 
discussion of the various documents. 
Much attention is devoted to the so- 
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called Habakkuk Commentary, a docu- 
ment which is rich in allusions to differ- 


ent events, including the mention of a - 


“Teacher of Righteousness,” whom 
some have regarded as a foreshadowing 
of the Christ. Burrows’ book closes with 
the translation of the principal docu- 
ments that have been discovered. 
Since the appearance of the work of 
the French scholar, Dupont-Sommer, 
much attention has been devoted to the 
question of whether or not the origins 
of Christianity are to be traced to the 
group which lived in the monastery by 
the Dead Sea. Do these scrolls in any 
sense present a foretaste of Christianity? 
What is the relationship, if any, which 
exists between Jesus Christ and the 
“Teacher of Righteousness?” Dr. Bur- 
rows makes the following statement: 
“It is not necessary to suppose that any 
of the writers of the New Testament 
had ever heard of the particular sect that 
produced the Dead Sea Scrolls, and I 
see no definite evidence that they had. 
Why are the covenanters—or, for that 
matter, the Essenes—nowhere mentioned 
in the New Testament? There is no 
reticence with regard to the Pharisees 
and Sadducees or the followers of John 
the Baptist.” (pp. 342-343) Then fol- 
lows the significant statement: “For my- 
self I must go farther and confess that, 
after studying the Dead Sea Scrolls for 
seven years, I do not find my under- 
standing of the New Testament sub- 
stantially affected.” (p. 343) These words 
are characteristic of the sane attitude 


which prevails throughout this work. 

At first it appeared that this remark- 
able discovery would principally en- 
gage the attention of Old Testament 
scholars. The number of New Testa- 
ment scholars studying the scrolls, how- 
ever, is increasing. It is becoming more 
and more apparent that the great ques- 
tion will be, “what is the relationship 
of the teaching in these scrolls to Chris- 
tianity?” 

It may be said without fear of suc- 
cessful contradiction that these scrolls 
in no sense impair the uniqueness of 
christianity. The “Teacher of Righteous- 
ness,” if there ever was such a person, 
is not a forerunner of Christ. Before the 
profound differences which exist be- 
tween the two, the resemblances fade 
away into insignificance. The Teacher 
seems to have been somewhat of a proph- 
et, and that is all. He has passed from 
the scene, and even his name, as well 
as his teaching, is lost. The One who 
was born in Bethlehem, just a few miles 
from the monastery of Qumran, was the 
eternal Son of God, the second Person 
of the Holy Trinity, who took to Him- 
self human nature, yet without sin, that, 
as the God-Man, He might reveal to us 
the Father and deliver us from the guilt 
and power of our sins. There is only one 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. In this 
reviewer's opinion, Dr. Burrows has 
given us a magnificent and worthwhile 
treatise and we heartily commend it to 
the discerning reading of those who are 
interested in the question. 





COMMENTARY ON THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Reviewed by the Editor 


The Bible Self-Explained. Moody. 2,348 

eee 

This is one of the many reprints of 
nineteenth century works that have been 
making their appearance in America 
during the last ten years. It is unfortun- 
ate that the money, time, and labor spent 
on this book were not turned in some 
other channel, for this book is not worth 
the reprinting. It was the least worthy 
of the famous Bagster Bible helps, some 
of which are magnificent. This book, 
however, is at best a crutch and it is a 
cracked crutch at that. It is the entire 
King James Version in heavy type, fol- 
lowed verse by verse in smaller type, 
with the fully-printed text that the ori- 
ginal compilers thought to be the divine 
explanation of the verses in question. 
While Scripture does throw a great deal 
of light upon Scripture this particular 
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volume does not always choose the best 
verses to illuminate the given text. 
Thus it becomes a lazy man’s method of 
reading some verses, often irrelevant 
with cross references printed out to save 
him the time of looking them up. 

It was quite by chance that I opened 
this volume to Matthew 13, and noted 
that the only comment after the parable 
of the leaven was “The very God of 
peace sanctify you wholly.” (I Thess. 
5:23) I almost rubbed my eyes, but that 
was it. I flicked the pages to Romans 
9:16. The text reads, “So then it is not 
of him that willeth, or of him that run- 
neth, but of God that showeth mercy.” 
To my amazement the immediate com- 
ment was, “His mother said unto him 
. . - go fetch me them, and he went and 
fetched, and brought them to his 
mother.” (Gen. 27:13, 14) “Work out 








the story behind 
six thrilling weeks 


CRUSADE 


IN SCOTLAND 
BILLY GRAHAM 


TOM ALLAN, Editor - 


This is the story of Billy Graham’s 1955 
All-Scotland Crusade, told by the men 
at the heart of the movement—those clos- 
est to Dr. Graham and his team. Catch- 
ing the authentic spirit of those eventful 
weeks, they describe months of plannin; 

and preparation, the counseling an 

follow-up work, press and radio cover- 
age, the consecrated service given by a 
host of unknown men and women, all 
the enthralling details of a campaign 
that drew over a million people and re- 
sulted in more than 25,000 decisions for 
Christ. $2.00 
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today 


= THE 
CHURCH IN GOD 


Expository Values in 
Thessalonians 


HALROD J. OCKENGA 


In a penetrating verse-by-verse study of 
I and II Thessalonians, Dr. 

deals fully with Paul’s teachings in these 
Epistles, relating them to the work of 
the church today. He shows the tremend- 
ous impact of the early Thessalonian 
Church, with its faith-building anticipa- 
tion of Christ’s Second Coming, on the 
heathen of Greece. This new book by 
the author of The Comfort of God and 
The Spirit of the Living God under- 
scores the need to build every church on 
Christian testimony. $4.00 
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jens own salvation with fear and trembling 
‘or it is God which worketh in you both to 
will and to do of his own good pleasure.” 
(Phil. 2:12, 13) By this time I was pretty 
sure that the original editors of this mon- 
strosity may have had a lot of zeal, but 
certainly not knowledge. 

After these two random findings I de- 
cided to turn to certain passages in the 
Bible which do really throw light on one 
another and see if the editors had linked 
them. After Genesis 1:2 I found no refer- 
ence to Isaiah 45:18, and after the latter 
nothing but an irrelevant reference to one 
of the proverbs. After Isaiah 14:13, 14 there 
was no reference other than to that in the 
$rd of Daniel. It might be argued that this 
story of Nebuchadnezzar was a parallel to 
the rebellion of Satan, but it seemed rather 
far-fetched to me. I went on to find the 
same situation in a score of other passages. 
The references that could have thrown light 
were not mentioned, and those mentioned 
were often red herrings. 

In favor of the book let it be said that if 
a person is a baby Christian, not used to 
checking Scripture with Scripture, such a 
book might enlightening and helpful. 
Perhaps my critical attitude rises from the 
fact that all my life I have taken it for 
granted that all Scripture throws light on 
all Scripture. And there are — be- 
ginning Bible students who do not know 
this. This volume of course contains the 
obvious cross references. All of the passages 
in the Old Testament that are to be found 
quoted in the New Testament are also re- 
printed in the New Testament after the 
quoted passages. The converse is true. There 
are also references to all the prophecies that 
are fulfilled but not quenah. 

Another book in the Bagster Bible helps, 
A Treasury of pt cass Knowledge, has 
nothing but cross references. Although one 
would have to take the trouble to look up 
the references, it would certainly be more 
helpful than this. This weighs about three 
pounds but it seems to me that it is rather 
a high price to pay for such thin gruel and 
you will do well to let this one go by. 


The Prophetic Faith of our Fathers. Le- 
Roy E. Froom. Review and Herald. 4 Vol. 
$29.75. 


This is the fascinating story of the mas- 
ter key of history beginning with Daniel’s 
record in Babylon and extending all the 
way —— on the Isle of Patmos. It is 
the author’s thesis that the prophecies of 
the Bible provide a satisfactory solution to 
all the knotty and perplexing problems of 
the ages. These four volumes, then, are an 
entirely new treatment of history. The 
author of this monumental work, sixteen 
years in preparation, is a minister of the 
Seventh-day Adventist denomination and a 
special instructor in the Historical Develop- 
ment of Prophetic Interpretation at the 
Seventh-day Adventist eological Semi- 
nary of Washington, D. C. 

This result of his labor is impressive. He 
has summarized at every point the princi- 
pal interpretations of leading expositors of 
a period and has made over charts 
available through the work. Three hundred 
biographies are included. The topics cover- 
ed range from pre-Christian interpretation 
of Daniel, through every succeeding period 
of history, culminating in the nineteenth 
century Millerite phase of the Second Ad- 
vent movement. 

Usually a goal is reached when a height 
toward which we have been travelling has 
been achieved. But this climax is different. 
We descend rather than ascend, for herein 
is the record, not of the Church’s prophetic 
interpretation, but of that facet of interpre- 
tation formulated almost exclusively by the 
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This Easter you can give your loved ones 
a Bible they'll turn to twice as often be- 
cause it is written in the language we use 
today. It is a Bible that may well bring 
them closer to God through a clearer 
understanding of the Scriptures. It is 
the Revised Standard Version Bible. 


Greatest Bible news 


in 344 years 
In the centuries since the King James 


translation, dramatic new discoveries 
of ancient manuscripts have shed added 


light on the Scriptures. (In a cave near 
the Dead Sea, a few years ago, shep- 
herds chanced on the Isaiah Scroll —a 
nearly complete text dating from about 
the time of Christ.) 

Because the RSVB is based on such 
manuscripts — some more ancient than 
any previously known — it is, in a sense, 
our oldest Bible . . . and most accurate. 


Easier to understand 


Also, hundreds of words in the Bible 
have changed in meaning through the 
centuries. (Did you know, for example, 
that “by and by” used to mean #mmedi- 
ately? That a man’s “conversation” 
meant his conduct? That “to suffer” 
meant to allow?) Such words now make 
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This Bible has brought millions 
closer to God. 











passages in the Bible confusing and ob- 
scure. In the Revised Standard Version, 
these outmoded expressions are re- 
phrased into the easy-to-understand lan- 
guage of today. Yet the RSVB preserves 
all the timeless beauty of the Scriptures. 


A Bible for the family 
that already bas a Bible 


If your loved ones seldom open their 
present Bibles because they are hard to 
understand, give them this inspiring ver- 
sion. Religious leaders of more than 40 
major denominations praise it; thou- 
sands of churches use it; over 4 million 
people have turned to it. 

Ask your book dealer for the Revised 
Standard Version Bible. It may literally 
change the lives of those you love by 
bringing them closer to God. 





The Revised Standard Version Bible 
Illustrated editions. ....... from $3.25 
Genuine leather edition; gold-edged pages; 
red silk ribbon marker. A truly mag- 
Sy ooo sce 0 :005,0 594.00 30 $10 
Maroon buckram (shown) ......... $6 

THESE AND OTHER EDITIONS AVAILABLE 

AT ALL BOOKSTORES 


THOMAS Netson & SONS 


Publishers of The Revised Standard Version Bible 
19 E. 47th St., N. Y. 





Seventh-day Adventists. This school of in- 


terpretational thought has ever been be- 
fore the author in the prolific search re- 
— for the production of these volumes. 
“The distinctive nineteenth-century Ad- 
vent Movement . . . is the objective of, 
the final treatise, and the goal of our quest 
of the centuries.” (Vol. III, p. 256) This. ob- 
jective takes the form of an assumption on 
the part of Dr. Froom that prophetic his- 
tory, as a whole, must be interpreted in 
the light of the nineteenth-century Advent 
Movement if it is to be completely mean- 
ingful. This involves the ition of the 
Adventist claim to the Spirit of prophecy 
as revealed specifically in the writings of 
Ellen G. White. In the reviewer’s opinion, 
this assumption is the error that casts a 
shadow on the whole work, and this is 
two-fold, in interpretation and _presenta- 
tion. 

We do not question the author’s record 
of the Millerite movement (the immediate 
background of the more recent Seventh-day 
Adventist development) but rather the in- 
terpretation of Scripture offered by the 
movement itself. 

For example, time periods in Daniel. 
Seventy weeks, Daniel 9:24; twenty three 
hundred days, Daniel 8:14. In the former 
reference the better translation of the word 
“weeks” from the Hebrew is “sevens.” 
Hence, a period of seventy sevens or four 
hundred and ninety. It must be determined 
what kind of sevens are meant. Since it 
must extend from Daniel’s day to at least 
the crucifixion of the Messiah, we are 
forced to say, that here is a period not of 
days, but of years. To this there is raised 
no objection. The original term for “is de- 
termined” is translated by the Seventh-day 
Adventists as “cut off.” Search is then made 
for a number from which it was cut. It is 
found in Daniel 8:14 as “twenty-three hun- 
dred days.” But since these days will not 

it four hundred and ninety years to 

cut from them, the days are then 
chan to years! The literal rendering of 
the Bictecw’ from which “days” is trans- 
lated is “evening morning,” giving us our 
day. But Seventh-day Adventists, in order 
to get years, declare that this is an “eve- 
ning morning” in the journey of the sun 
(using popular terminology). Till the sun 
returns to its starting place, completing a 
full cycle, an entire year has elapsed. It is 
hardly necessary to comment at this point 
that neither the context nor the Hebrew 
permits this exegetical and forced interpre- 
tation! 

Similarly, this bias has led the author to 
give only fifty to the counter-move- 
ment that arose (still within the Seventh- 
day Adventist —s during the nine- 
teenth century, while devoting seven hun- 
dred pages to his own opinion. 

In conclusion, The Prophetic Faith of 
Our Fathers is a thrilling account of the 
master key of the ut, at the same 
time, a record that uently appears to 
have been unduly colored with a bias to- 
ward such material as would stre en the 
position of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. For, as Dr. Froom states, “The 
Millerite movement of the nineteenth cen- 
tury was considered, by its proponents, to 
be the climax and consumation of the 

rogressive exposition of proph that 
had been steadily unfolding 7a e cen- 

turies.” Vol. IV p. 10) 
Epwarp O. KEHLER 


Science and Christian Belief. C. A. Coulson. 
University of North Carolina. 124 pp. 
$2.50. 


This is an authoritative and ees 
exposition by a distinguished British phy- 
sist and mele Scns 24 


$1 








The author considers how science has 
affected our mode of life. Clearly and con- 
= he discusses the nature of scientific 

inking, scientific method, human element 
in science, and Christian belief. God is his 
fixed point of departure. “Either He is in 
the whole of nature, or He is not there at 
all.” If God is to be found in science at 
all, He must be an integral part of it. You 
cannot fit Him into the gaps after science 
has claimed its possessions. Since science is 
one aspect of God’s revelation, it is there- 
fore an essentially religious activity, and 
has much the same spirit and temper as 
religion. There is a world of science where 
questions posed in scientific terms get scien- 
tific answers; and another world—which 
cannot be shut out of our experience— 
where words like love and splendor have 
meaning. 

“Science,” he says, “is not a ballet of 
bloodless categories, but a mode of God's 
revelation . . . a carrier of spiritual meaning 
. . . the work of the Holy Spirit. . . .” But, 
he shows, alone it is not enough. For we 
live among our fellows and our relationship 
can have relevancy only in terms of a God 
who is “partly expressed” in the arts and 
sciences, and “verified” in the power of a 
transformed life. Science includes an ad- 
venture of the spirit as well as an adventure 
of the mind. 

These two fight jointly against skepticism 
and disbelief. The clarion call of both is 
the same: “On to God!” 

In his approach to scientific knowledge 
the Christian would be unwise to exercise 
the common fault of clinging to the past. 
This serves only to build up a barrier of 
mistrust for the next generation. The re- 
ligious view is not separate from or con- 
trary to the scientific “Every experience in 
service is an encounter with God. Living 
the good life is not an eternal struggle to 
balance conflicting claims of science and 
religion but “receiving all these partial 
revelations and responding to them.” 


There are few books which better bridge 
the gap between these twin peaks, or more 
exactly, show the gap to be non-existent. 

Grorce W. Carson 


20th Century Encycl ia of Religious 

Knowledge. 2 Vols. Baker. 1205 pp. $15.00. 

Sometime ago, the Baker Book House of 
Grand Rapids, in continuing its practice of 
bringing memorable Christian classics to 
its readers in reprint form, issued the New 
Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious 
Knowledge in fifteen volumes. Long a stand- 
ard work, it is indeed a treasury of religious 
knowledge, dealing with all phases of Chris- 
tian truth and error, setting before us the 
course of church history down through the 
centuries. 

These two new volumes are an attempt 
to bring the work up to date. Outstanding 
articles deal with current trends in New 
and Old Testarent studies, archaeological 
discoveries since 1900, trends-in discussions 
on the Pentateuch—toward the evangelical 
view, the Dead Sea Scrolls, etc. 

Princeton Theological Seminary is largely 
represented among the contributors to this 
work, the Editor-in-Chief being Lefferts A. 
Loetscher, Ph.D., Professor of American 
Church eo pt! in the seminary, but, of 
necessity, all shades of theological opinion 
are held by the contributors. 

Some may damn these volumes unduly. 
They may be wishing that the contributors 
had editorialized in their columns instead 
of reporting straight fact. One must needs 
be fair; in an encyclopedia such as this that 
pe rts to give world trends, we must be 
loyal to the facts. 

We believe these volumes will be help- 
ful to all interested in church history and 
doctrine. Rapu L. 
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A great classic commentary . . . 
written in another generation 
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A gentle, understanding, pious man, Adam Clarke sought 
only to illuminate the Scriptures and not to interject con- 
troversy into the study of them. Called “The Prince of Com- 
mentators,” he amazingly comprehensive knowledge 
of the Bible. His ability to make that knowledge live for 
others has turned men and women to these pages with con- 
fidence and unfailing reward. 

Preachers, teachers, Sunday-school workers, students—all 
earnest seekers of God’s truth—testify to the superior worth 
of CLARKE’S COMMENTARY. It has stood the test of time. 
—and has proved to be an ever-full storehouse of Bible 










learning. 


Vol. I—Genesis to 
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Vol. IV—Isaiah to Malachi 
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need and welcome sound Bible training. 
God is making a mighty impact on Negro 
churches through Carver trained pastors. 
Will you ask some prayer group to remem- 
ber this work? 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














5,000 CHRISTIAN WANTED 


WORKERS 
to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, hand- 
some Scripture mottoes, Scripture calendars, 
reeting cards. Good commission. Send for 
oe catalog and price list. 
Geo. W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. E, Pontiac Bldg., 542 S. Dearborn St. 
Chicago 5, Ill. 





EDITORIALS 
(Continued from page 10) 


These thoughts came to me at the 
beginning of this year when the Lord 
opened the door for me to hold a meet- 
ing in one of the greatest churches in 
Texas with a minister—only forty—who 
is one of the great spiritual souls of our 
country. He was “beat.” He was tired 
to the point of near exhaustion. He did 
not complain to us, but spoke of his 
longing for more time alone with the 
Lord and the Word. He was properly 
jealous of the fact that we had so many 
hours each day, free from all pastoral 
cares, to plunge into the depths of the 
Word. 

The congregation must protect a 
spiritual minister from the drain on his 
compassion. They must pray for him, 
for divine strengthening; but they must 
see to it that he does not have to spend 
too much of his time with funerals, 
visits, and other things that will take 
him away from his prayer and study. 

I know beyond question that I could 
not do the work that I do if a godly 
group of men and women in my church 
and in the Evangelical Foundation, 
which has grown up alongside the 
church to handle the many phases of 
my ministry, did not relieve me of 
every care that could possibly be a 
drain on me. The important factor in 
this is that I did not ask them to do 
these things. The Holy Spirit moved 
them to devote their lives to smoothing 
the way for my ministry, and they re- 
sponded to that moving. Their devo- 
tion and loyalty to me has flowed from 
their assurance that God has called me 
and that I am seeking to be in the 
center of His will. 

Many of you could do something to 
lighten your pastor’s load. Give him 
time to study. See that he is hedged 
away from unimportant and_ trivial 
things. See that details that can be 
handled by others are handled by oth- 
ers. Arrange a long vacation period for 
him and finance it so that he can get 
away alone for travel and study. 

You will be the gainer in the in- 
creased richness of his ministry. 
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Expanded Trans- 
lations, Fascinating 


Word Explanations 
The full title of most of this series of unique 
reads, e.g.: Golden Nuggets from, or, 

Philippians in, the Greek New Testament. 
GOLDEN NUGGETS—Elaborates and_illus- 
trates 62 passages, words and phrases. 1.50 
BYPATHS—Meanings that cannot be ex- 
plained in bare translations. 15 chapters. 1.50 
TREASURES—19 chapters include The Word 
Grace, Christian Optimism and a Carefree 
Mind, and Paul the Scholar. 1.50 
UNTRANSLATABLE RICHES—Includes: The 
Doctrine of Inspiration, Paul’s last Words to 
Timothy, Hebrews 6, The Ministry of the 
Holy Spirit. Also index to Vols. 1 to 4 
above. 1.50 
PHILIPPIANS—A complete translation, out- 
line, and Greek word studies in Philippians. 
1.50 





FIRST PETER—A simplified Greek commentary 
and a full translation of the epistle. 1.50 
GALATIANS—Historical Background, Analysis, 
Exegesis and Translation. 2.00 
STUDIES IN VOCABULARY—Some 80 key 
words such as Comfort, Baptize, Truth, 
Prophecy. 1,50 
HEBREWS—An expanded translation with 
Historical Background, aaa and Exegesis 
of more than 400 w 2.50 
MARK—A simplified saiidiltiey for inten- 
sive study; ideal for missionaries. 3.00 
GREAT TRUTHS TO LIVE BY—A devotional 
word study on teachings of Jesus and the 
apostles. 2.00 
PASTORAL EPISTLES—Expanded translations 
and exegeses of | Timothy, II = 
Titus. 

EPHESIANS & COLOSSIANS—Expanded trans- 
lations and exegeses of these important 
books. 2.50 
IN THESE LAST DAYS—Studies in the Greek 
text. of Il Peter, the 3 Epistles of John, 
Jude. 3.00 
PROPHETIC LIGHT IN PRESENT DARKNESS— 
The present world situation viewed from the 
Christian standpoint. 2.00 
ROMANS—Wuest’s latest (1955) volume is an 
important expanded translation and exegesis 
of this outstanding Epistle. 3.00 


At your bookseller or 
y Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co. 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich 
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TITHING 
(Continued from page 11) 


angelical than others. For a Christian 
to hand over a tithe to a modernistic 
“storehouse” most certainly is not the 
leading of the Holy Spirit. 

God is not interested in legalism in 
the heart of His children. The very 
moment we start to worry as to how 
much we are to give the Lord, we are 
really worrying as to how much we may 
keep and spend on ourselves. The more 
we know Him and love Him, the more 
we will delight in giving what we can 
to make His name known. “The Lord 
loveth a cheerful giver” really means, 
the Lord loveth a giver whose heart is 
in it. 


INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 21) 


dominate in the world. Even some who 
were close to the. Lord failed to compre- 
hend the necessity of death before 
glory. After the resurrection, two sad 
disciples on the road to Emmaus were 
joined by Christ who discussed His own 
death with them while He still hid His 
identity from them. When they talked 
of the cross, they showed their disap- 
pointment saying, “But we trusted that 
it had been He which should have re- 
deemed Israel.” (Luke 24:21) Christ 
might well have interjected that He had 
done precisely that which they said they 
were anticipating. They would have an- 
swered that the Romans were still 








BIBLE CHARTS 
We are in a position to make you a wall 
Bible chart almost any size. Send us your 
drawing. We will draw and color as desired. 
Sample of work on request. 


R. E. WARNER 








219% lowa Avenue Muscatine, lowa 





. SOUND 
SCRIPTURAL TRACTS 
Ideal for pastors and personal workers and 
street meetings. Send for samples 
SCRIPTURE TRACT SOCIETY 
Box 164 Marcus Hook, Pa. 
PLEASE MENTION ETERNITY 























(D Send free PLANBOOK 
on “Our Living Bible” 


‘Pree V.B. S. PLANBOOK 


(CD) Send Returnable Intro- 
ductory Kit No. 9191. 
$4.00 value for $3.75 


1956 V.B.S. COURSE 
from Standard 


® Completely New 
In Bright Color 
Single Theme—Adapted for 5 Age 
Groups 
® 10 Simplified Lessons 
Easy to Teach 


® True to the Bible— 
Practical—Life Application 


® Low Cost—For Schools 
Large or Small 


OUR 


Every step in every lesson of this new 
course seeks to deepen the child’s ap. 
preciation for the Bible and shows hin. 
how to use it as a guide for daily living, 

There are 10 simplified lessons graded 
for Nursery, Beginner, Primary, 
Junior, and Teen-age groups. In 
addition to the teachers’ man- 
uals (45c. each) and pupils’ work- 
books (25c. each) in bright color 
throughout, there is a compre- 
hensive manual for the director 
(50c.)—all you need for an effec- 
tive Bible-centered vacation- 
school program. 

Dramatic visual aids and sup- 
plementary handwork are avail- 
able to increase the scope of this 
course. 


STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 31, Ohio 








around, to. which He would have re- 
plied that He had redeemed them from 
sin. We can almost see the blank look 
that would have come to their faces as 
they would have replied, “Oh! that! We 
were thinking of something important, 
like redemption from Caesar.” 


They reject the Saviour 


Israel longed for the Messiah, for they 
were lying beneath the heel of Rome. 
They wanted their foot on the neck of 
the empire, not for any glory of God 
but for their own selfish advantage. 
Little by little, as their eyes stared at 
the highest peak in prophecy, their vis- 
ion was distorted. When the slow pass- 
ing of time found them in the plan of 
God on the hilltop of Calvary, they did 
not realize the progress that they had 
made, but saw merely that the longed- 
for glory was still in the remote future. 
They rejected Christ because, when He 
appeared, He did not come up to the 
plan and specification which was an- 
nounced in the Old Testament for the 
second coming of Christ. Because he 
failed to adjust his view to the true per- 
spective of prophecy, even John the 
Baptist was momentarily confused. 
While in prison he sent his disciples to 
the Lord Jesus with a question that 
showed the turmoil of his soul: “Art 
Thou He that should come, or look we 
for another?” (Matt. 11:3) The Lord 
Jesus answered, “Go and show John 
again those things which ye do hear and 
see: The blind receive their sight, and 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised 
up, and the poor have the Gospel 
preached unto them. And blessed is he, 
whosever shall not be offended in Me.” 
(Matt. 11:4, 5) This last sentence is 
very revealing. It might be paraphrased, 
“Blessed is He who shall not get My 
first coming as Saviour mixed up with 
My second coming as Messiah.” Even 
John the Baptist did not realize that 
there could not be a crown without the 
cross. 

The church of our day is made up of 
the people of God who live in the valley 
between the mountain of Calvary and 
the higher mountain of the Lord’s re- 
turn in glory. The communion table 
stands in that valley for the symbol of 
the nourishment of God's people, and 
as oft as we eat that bread and drink 
that cup we look back to the first moun- 
tain, showing forth the Lord’s death, 
and then we turn our gaze to the peak 
of glory and say, “Till He come.” (I 
Cor. 11:26) 

When will He Come? 

How far away is the time of glory? 
Is there any way whereby we can fix 
the time of the Lord’s coming? The an- 
swer is a categorical, No. Christ said, 
“Of that day and hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels of Heaven, but My 
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Father only.” (Matt. 24, 36) On the day 
when our Lord walked with His dis- 
ciples to the Mount of Olives in order 
to let them see His final ascension into 
Heaven, they questioned Him about 
the future, saying, “Lord, wilt Thou at 
this time restore again the kingdom un- 
to Israel?” (Acts 1:6) Those people to- 
day who believe that there is to be no 
future restoration of the kingdom to 
Israel, certainly by implication, accuse 
their Lord of deception through avoid- 
ance because here He had a magnificent 
opportunity to clarify the matter and to 
tell His disciples that their minds were 
confused. Instead, He _ strengthened 
their belief (and ours) in the literal ful- 
fillment of the promises that are found 
throughout the Bible by saying, “It is 
not for you to know the times or the 
seasons, which the Father hath put in 
His own power.” (Acts 1:7) This is 
tantamount to saying, “The kingdom 
shall be indeed restored to Israel one 
day, but you are not to be concerned 
with the time element.” What, then, is 
the proper attitude of the believer to- 
ward the future and the certain return 
of Christ? Is it not that he should live 
as though Christ would come in the 
next moment, but plan his life and 
work as though the Lord would not 
come in his lifetime? 

There are two serious errors that 
must be avoided in thinking about the 
prophecies of the Bible. The one is the 
error of the historicist who looks upon 
the Bible prophecies as having been ac- 
complished throughout the past two 
thousand years, and the other is the 
error of those -futurists who look upon 
current events as being the first launch- 
ing of the avalanche that shall sweep all 
to final accomplishment. Hundreds of 
books have been written which exhibit 
these two errors. Books published short- 
ly after the Reformation took the 
prophecies of the Apocalypse and tied 
them neatly to events of the first fifteen 
centuries in such a way that there could 
be no other conclusion than that the 
Lord was about through with the age 
of grace and that all the prophecies had 
been accounted for. A century later the 
whole thing had to be done over again, 
for there had been new events which 
must be fitted into the scheme. Like an 
accordian player who pulls out his bel- 
lows farther and farther, getting one 
more wheezy tone from his instrument, 
the preterist of each generation keeps 
pulling the prophecies out to cover the 
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most recent events. They already have 
the seals torn loose, the trumps blown, 
and the vials poured out. Nero, Mo- 
hammed, the Pope, the Reformation, 
Napoleon, and many others have been 
blocked into the prophetic picture, only 
to be pushed back to make place for 
the world wars. We have not yet seen 
the volume that will lug the catastro- 
phes of nuclear fission and the third 
world war into the picture, but it is 
probably in the mind of some theolo- 
gian with a blind spot. 

Just as mistaken are those who hold 
that the prophetic events are in the fu- 
ture but that the Antichrist is now get- 
ting ready to be manifested. Once it 
was Mussolini, or Hitler. Some obscure 
prince in Syria was said to exist, and he 
would soon emerge to take over the 
reins of government. Stalin did not 
quite fit the picture. The mid-century 
return of the Jews to Palestine has been 
mistaken by many for that future return 
which shall be fully accomplished by 
the intervention of God in a manner 
that is to transcend the marvels which 
were displayed in the days of Moses and 
Pharaoh. 

What is the line of demarcation be- 
tween our present age and the age to 
come? If we would draw a time-graph 
of the events it would be as follows. At 
the left of the page a cross would be 
placed to represent the time of. Christ. 
Draw a solid line towards the right, 
representing the passage of the centur- 
ies. When your pencil reaches the mid- 
dle of the page, representing the second 
half of the twentieth century where we 
now live, the line must become a series 
of dots instead of a solid line. Then the 
line may be drawn solidly once more 
representing the events that shall trans- 
pire after the Lord comes again. The 
line of the past is solid because history 
tells us what has happened up to our 
own time. The line of the future from 
the coming of Christ to the end of the 
world is solid, as prophecy fills in the 
events that will most surely come to 
pass. But the line from the point at 
which we live down to the point at 
which the prophetic events shall begin 
to unfold, is a broken line. No man in 
this world is capable of knowing the 
length of time that is represented by 
that little series of dots. If we are hon- 
est with the Bible, we must say that the 
Lord may come back today, but we 
must also be willing to say that the 
Lord may not come back again for a 
hundred years, or even longer. Some 
look askance at that last statement, for 
they are so sure (and only because they 
want to be sure) that the events of the 
end are surely upon us, but it must 
stand as truth. What would Christians 
of the middle of the first century have 
said if they had been told that the com- 
ing was nineteen centuries away! 
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There is a most important passage in 
the book of the Acts which speaks of 
the ending of this present age and the 
beginning of that which is to follow. 
The Lord had told His disciples that 
whatsoever they should bind on earth 
would be bound in Heaven and what- 
soever they should loose on earth would 
be loosed in Heaven. (Matt. 16:19) In 
Acts 15, the account is given of the dis- 
ciples meeting in Jerusalem to perform 
this work of binding and loosing. The 
law had prescriptions that were very 
onerous. Certain foods could not be 
eaten; certain ceremonies of washings 
had to be observed; certain materials 
could not be used together in making a 
garment; certain animals could not be 
yoked together for plowing. The cere- 
monial law of the Old Testament had 
been turned into a quagmire by the 
leaders of Israel, and the whole nation 
had bogged down. They had made the 
word of God of none effect through 
their tradition. (Mark 7:13) The life of 
an Israelite was circumscribed in such a 
manner that Peter, at the church coun- 
cil, called the law “a yoke which neither 
our fathers nor we were able to bear.” 
(Acts 15:10) James, the presiding officer 
(note that it was not Peter), summed up 
the discussion and in so doing gave us 
the only criterion in the Bible for mark- 
ing the end of the age of the church 
and the beginning of the age of judg- 
ment. He said, “Simon hath declared 
how God at the first did visit the Gen- 
tiles, (ie., in the house of Cornelius, 
Acts 10) to take out of them a people 
for His name: (here is a perfect descrip- 
tion of the true church, the ecclesia, a 
people taken out for the name of God) 
and to this agree the words of the 
prophets; as it is written, After this I 
will return. . . .” After what? After the 
taking out of a people for His name. 
How long will it be before the Lord 
has finished this calling out of His own? 
Who can know? Though we cannot, the 
context of this verse in Acts says plainly 
that God knows. How very glad we can 
be that the Lord did not come in the 
middle of the nineteenth century, for 
then we would not have been born, and 
would not be in the company of the 
redeemed to share the glories of eter- 
nity. And so this passage continues to 
climb the mountain steadily to the end 
of the church age then goes over the 
ridge into the kingdom age on the oth- 
er side: “After this I will return, and 
will build again the tabernacle of David 
which is fallen down.” When God com- 
pletes the present calling out of His 
chosen ones, He is definitely going to 
do something for the Jews. After telling 
the purpose of God’s future dealings 
with Israel, James concludes, “Known 
unto God are all His works from the be- 
ginning of the world.” (vs. 18) 
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GENTILE GIRL DESIRES 
JUDAISM 


A tew days ago a Gentile young woman came into our offices and 
said she was considering being received into the Jewish religion, and 
wanted us to explain to her “The Jewish faith.” It was too clear that 
this young woman, though brought up as a nominal Christian, knew very 
little about Christianity and much less about Judaism. How then could 
we explain Judaism to her in the half an hour at our disposal. Well, 
first we asked her what kind of Judaism she was considering: was it to 
be orthodox, conservative or reform? She did not know there were three 
variations and what difference there was between them. Were we to 
explain to her the practices and beliefs of the various groups, she would 
not understand them. We patiently and kindly proceeded to make clear 
to her the religious practices by way of illustrations. We asked, “do you 
consider you would like to be an orthodox Jewess observing the laws 
and customs and traditions of the Jewish people as represented by the 
bearded Jew with ear locks or “payuths” you see in the street; or the 
conservative Judaism represented by the Jew with the goatee, who 
observe only some of the traditions, or at least only those that are 
possible to practice and observe in a modern democratic country and 
within a Christian civilization; or would you prefer the liberal Judaism 
that is represented by the clean shaven Jew?” The young lady immediately 
answered, “I would prefer the clean shaven Judaism.” 

We then proceeded to explain that one cannot pick and choose 
religion to suit his temperament and fancy. The orthodox Jews consider 
the conservative and liberal Jews as trangressors of the law, and as 
atheists who reject the law. We then asked her whether she is prepared 
to take upon herself the full yoke and burden of the law from which 
Jesus Christ came to free us saying. “Come unto me all ye that are weary 
and heavy laden and I will give you rest...for my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light.” We pointed out to this young woman that only Jesus 
saves us from sin and only Jesus forgives sin; that there is only one way 
to the true faith and it is the way of the cross through Jesus. There is 
only one name under heaven given among men whereby we must 
be saved. This young woman had been influenced by a Jewish lady who 
wanted her to become a Jewess, and tried to lead her to a religion with 
laws, customs and traditions which neither: this particular Jewess nor 
her fathers were able to bear or to observe. This Jewish woman tried 
to induce a Gentile girl to accept a religious system which Jews themselves 
reject. We gave that young lady the Gospel of John and a New Testament. 
She was happy and responded when we pointed out to her the true way 
of salvation, the shed blood of Jesus the Messiah. Please pray for this 
young woman who needs Christ to solve her problems and difficulties. 

The Scott Mission urgently needs your prayerful support in its 
testimony and Christian ministry to Jew and Gentile; in our relief 
work that serves all irrespective of race, color or creed; in our overseas 
ministry of Christian service supplying those in need in European 
countries and in Israel with food, clothing and medicines. The parcels 
of medicine the Scott Mission has dispatched behind the Iron Curtain 
have saved and healed many unfortunates who were desperately ill. 
You may have a share in this Christ-like ministry by sending your freewill 
offering and making checks payable to “The. Scott Mission Inc.” Cash: 
contributions should be sent by registered mail. All contributions are 
gratefully acknowledged and officially receipted. —Adv. 

The Scott Mission Inc., 502 Spadina Ave., Toronto 4, Canada 
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R. A. TORREY 
(Continued from page 12) 


Second, Torrey would show the sinner 
that he could not in any way, or by any 
means he might choose to employ, save 
himself, and usually he pressed home 
that passage in Romans 5:6-21. 

Third, he would show then that Christ 
is the only Saviour man can have. 
(Acts 4:12; 10:43; 13:38, 39). 

Fourth, Torrey would show that Jesus 
Christ, the world’s only Saviour, saves 
from the guilt and power of sin. (He- 
brews 7:25; Romans 3:26-28; Jude 24). 

He did not depend upon the use of 
Bible texts alone, for he knew well, 
and thoroughly depended upon, the 
agency of the Holy Spirit. Often in the 


midst of his dealings with souls in the 
inquiry room (in which I worked every 
Lord’s day for two years under. his 
ministry), he would stop and bow his 
head in prayer, asking God by the Holy 
Spirit to open the eyes of the soul with 
whom he was dealing. And often in a 
moment, blind eyes were illuminated, 
and the truth became clear, and faith 
came in. 

Dr. Torrey also taught me to live in 
the Word every day and to keep un- 
broken communion with the Lord 
through the grace of the Holy Spirit. 
He taught me to be absolutely punctual 
in all my engagements and to let my 
yea be yea and my nay, nay, within 
the will of God. 

I remember writing him during my 
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long pastorate in Buffalo that I was 
greatly concerned for biblical revivals 
in Christian congregations. He wrote 
me a fatherly letter, concluding with 
the words, “Ernest, I thank God that 
He has laid upon your heart a burden 
for revival in the churches, for this is 
definitely in line with the will of God 
indicated in Revelation, chapters 1-3.” 
Some years later we were together 
on the train, going to meetings at 
Niagara on the Lake, where I was to 
lead the singing and he was to do the 
main preaching, and our train stopped 
at the international customs at Bridg- 
burg, Ontario. The customs official, 
under the influence of liquor, inspected 
our baggage. When he spied Dr. Torrey’s 
typewriter, he asked, “What do you 
propose to do with this?” Dr. Torrey 
replied, “I am taking this with me to 
Niagara on the Lake, where I have 
some meetings, and I need to use it in 
writing some manuscripts.” The drun- 
ken customs official picked up the type- 
writer and started off with it. Dr. Torrey 
asked, “Do I get a receipt for this?” He 
replied, “You get nothing. When you 
come back this way, you come back and 
claim your typewriter.” My wife who 
sat in the next seat, told me afterward 
that she was just boiling to think of 
the injustice to Dr. Torrey, and for 
myself, I have to confess that I was 
quite at the boiling point too. Because 
I knew the top official on the American 
side, I made up my mind I would 
report the incident when I returned. 
But to my surprise Dr. Torrey turned 
to me and said, “Ernest, I was not 
intending to return by this route, but 
evidently my Heavenly Father wants 
me to do so.” I saw Dr. Torrey some 
time later and asked, “Did you retrieve 
your typewriter?” Laughingly he said, 
“It was there waiting for me when I 
came back.” “And how about the pro- 
vidential arrangement?” He answered, 
“It was all right. My Heavenly Father 
wanted me to come back this way.” 
Thus Dr. Torrey, by his paternal 
kindnesses, his preaching and teaching, 
his counseling, and consistent living, 
greatly influenced my life. I may say 
that under God I owe to R. A. Torrey 
the honor for being used of Him to 
get my life into usable condition for 
the Lord, not only in my ministry in 
churches, but in the office of the Great 
Commission Prayer League. ENpD 
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EQUCADOR MARTYRDOMS 


(Continued from Page 15) 


Some of the volunteers have indicated 
a willingness to go to the murderous 
Auca tribe whose razor-sharp spears 
ended the lives of the five American 
men on January 8. Others have indicated 
they would put themselves at the Lord’s 
disposal in the matter of where they 
should serve. 


From the Bible schools, the Christian 
colleges, missionary prayer groups, Sun- 
day schools, and churches came a con- 
tinuing stream of reports of scores of 
young people and old deeply affected 
by the heroism of the slain missionaries 
and the fortitude of the wives. 


Two families in the Philadelphia area 
widely known to the Christian world 
were directly touched by the deaths. 
Mrs. James Elliot is a daughter of Dr. 
Philip Howard, Jr., editor of the Sun- 
day School Times, and Nate Saint was 
the son of Lawrence Saint of Hunting- 
don Valley, Pa., stained glass artist, and 
a brother of Phil Saint, artist-evangelist. 


James Elliot’s father, Fred, of Port- 
land, Ore., has been an active evangel- 
ist and Bible teacher among the Breth- 
ren. Roger Youderian, who has served 
as a missionary to Ecuador for six years, 
was under the Gospel Missionary Union 
of Kansas City, Mo., and Nate Saint 
worked with the Missionary Aviation 
Fellowship. ; 


Fleming’s grandfather, the late Inglis 
Fleming, was a Brethren Bible teacher. 


This is mentioned because there was 
considerable confusion in the press 
reports concerning the denominational 
and missionary society relationships of 
the five missionaries. 


Letters and diaries of the mission- 
aries reveal that the attempt to make 
contact with the belligerent Aucas was 
planned and prayed over for many 
months. Some of the men had been 
concerned about reaching the tribesmen 
as early as 1952. 

Something of the spiritual intensity of 
the party is revealed in a communication 
written by Nate Saint on Dec. 18, just 


before the Christmas season: “As we , 


have a high old time this Christmas, may 
we who know Christ hear the cry of 
the dammed as they hurtle - headlong 
into the Christless night without ever 
a chance. May we be moved with 
compassion as our Lord was. May we 
shed tears of repentance for those whom 
we have failed to bring out of darkness. 
Beyond the smiling scenes of Bethlehem 
may we see the crushing agony of 
Golgotha. May God give us a new vision 
of His will concerning the lost and our 
responsibility.” END 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from Page 17) 


cyclical warned against excessive instru- 
mentation in sacred music, lest poly- 
phony degenerate into an orchestra. The 
encyclical recognizes that other instru- 
ments beside the organ, “in particular 
the violin and instruments in which the 
bow is used,” can be suitably employed 
for “the high purposes of sacred music,” 
because there is nothing about them that 
is “profane, loud, or noisy, things which 
are detrimental to sacred rights and to 
the solemnity of the setting.” The en- 
cyclical also warned against the exces- 
sive use of languages other than Latin. 
While certain exceptions may be made, 
the use of other languages other than 
Latin is not to be encouraged in the 
celebration of the sacred offices. 
MISSIONARIES IN INDIA INCREASE 

The Embassy of India in Washington, 
D. C., has issued a statement concerning 
the charges that India discriminates 
against missionaries. The following 
facts, says the Indian Embassy, should 
answer the question: 1) There are about 
8.2 million Christians in India of whom 
about 3.5 million are Roman Catholics. 
This population has 5,000 clergymen 
working in 56 dioceses with archbishops 
and bishops, half of whom are Indians. 
There are 13,000 Roman Catholic sisters 
in India. 2) Between December 1, 1954, 
and October 31, 1955, the Indian gov- 
ernment granted visas to 421 foreign 
missionaries. That was after the intro- 
duction of so-called restrictions and 
changes in the passport rules. 3) An ad- 
ditional number of 63 missionaries 
from Commonwealth countries were al- 
so granted visas for entry into India. 
4) The number of registered foreign 
missionaries has been increasing. The 
latest figures available show that at the 
end of 1952 this number was 5,538, and 
that it increased in two years to 5,705 
at the end of 1954. 5) The Indian Home 
Minister in the House of the People on 
April 6, 1954, said that between 1942 
and 1947 there were 2,271 Christian 
missionaries in India, of whom 1,451 
were Protestants, and 820 Roman Cath- 
olics. In the following five years there 
were 2,814 Protestant missionaries—al- 
most .double the earlier figure—and I,- 
869 Roman Catholic missionaries—more 
than double. The total was 4,683. 6) In 
the state of Bihar alone, the- Union 
Home Minister continued, in the five 
years ending August, 1947, there were 
54 foreign missionaries of whom 26 were 
Americans. In the five years following 
1947, that is after India had become 
free, the figure rose to 213 missionaries 
which included 135 Americans. 
NEW PERSECUTIONS 

Persecutions of Protestants have 
broken out in Bolivia. The Southern 
Cross Radio Station, the Bolivia Bible 
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in La Paz, Bolivia, had their windows 
broken when the mission properties 
were stoned. Local police refused to in- 
terfere until the United States Embassy 
was contacted. Immediately two car- 
loads of police arrived, and guards were 
posted for the night. The life of a for- 
mer Roman Catholic priest now resid- 
ing at the mission has been threatened. 
In Colombia further persecutions of 
Protestants- continue. On the night of 
December 13, 1955, the Protestant chap- 
el in Palmira was burned. The building 
had been dedicated in March, and the 
pews and pulpit were to be dedicated 
on Christmas Day. A few days before the 
incident a Roman Catholic priest had 
visited the area and had _ instigated 
hatred against the Protestants ordering 
the people to stone them. He listed the 
Protestants by name, vowing that they 
must be driven out of that area. The 
priest himself led a mob to the house 
of one of the Protestants shouting 
“Down with the Protestants.” The burn- 
ing of this chapel brings to 46 the num- 
ber of Protestant chapel and churches 
destroyed in Colombia by fire or dyna- 
mite since 1948. 


SPAIN EASES DISCRIMINATION 


The government of Spain has issued 
permits to open two evangelical chapels 
which have been closed for more than 
ten years, one located at Medrano and 
the other at Aguilas. These permits are 
the first official ones issued for evangeli- 
cal worship by the Spanish government 
since March, 1951. Meanwhile, over 
thirty chapels remain arbitrarily closed. 
Many groups desiring to hold services, 
after giving due notice of their inten- 
tions to the proper authorities, have 
been hindered, and several evangelical 
workers have been fined. In most cases 
believers continue to meet in secret, 
generally with the knowledge of the 
local authorities but under the threat 
of police raids and fines. The situation 
of the Protestants in various parts of 
Spain seems to depend largely upon the 
personal whim of the provincial gov- 
ernor. 


COLLOQUIAL JAPANESE BIBLE 


During the past year a new edition of 
the Bible was printed in Japan in col- 
loquial Japanese. This book, published 
by the Japan Bible Society, has been 
chosen one of the top twelve books of 
the year by the great Japane.. news- 
paper Manichi in a contest in which 
20,000 book titles were submitted. 
Meanwhile, a recent survey revealed 
that the number of Christians in Japan 
totals 512,450. This includes 285,022 
Protestants and 193,724 Roman Catho- 
lics. There are 3,747 Christian churches 
in Japan. Of these 3,072 are Protestant 
and 575 Roman Catholic. 
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UNITY CHRIST SUSTAINS 
(Continued from page 19) 


basis of redemption, the disciples were 
to share in this future spiritual unity 
through the Spirit’s baptism of all 
believers into one body. By the Spirit's 
operation the lives of His followers are 
linked in unison with His own life and 
purpose. 

Support for this position comes from 
within the high priestly prayer: The 
phrases “that they may be one, even as 
we (are),” (17:11) “that they may be 
one, even as we (are) “one” (17:22), fixes 
attention upon a vertical or spiritual 
relationship, rather than upon horizon- 
tal organization. The Father in heaven 
and the Son on earth constitute the 


‘archetypal unity upon which the unity 


of the body is predicated. The Father 
and Son have spiritual unity despite the 
spatial separation involved in the Son’s 
humiliation. The model and pattern 'of' 
the oneness of believers are therefore 
spiritual, not ‘organizational. 

Jesus speaks also of a special glory 
conferred on His followers with a view 
to their unity on earth. The words do 
not have in view that final glory in 
which both will be united, but a pecu- 
liar present glory: “The glory which 
thou gavest me I have given them; that 
they may be one, even as we are one.” 
(17:22) That this glory includes espec- 
ially the Holy Spirit, who compacts 
them in one body, is suggested by our 
next consideration. 
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Third, not only does. this unity corre- 
spond to the oneness of the Father and 
the Son, but, moreover, it is imple- 
mented by the Son’s indwelling of His 
followers: “I in them, and thou in me, 
that they may be made perfect in one.” 
(17:23) Thus the. unity of believers is 
constituted by their unique relation to 
the crucified and risen Christ who in- 
dwells His followers. The same empha- 
sis appears in the earlier phrase: “as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us.” (17:21) 
As the unity of the Father and the Son 
exists in the intimate reciprocal fellow- 
ship which they share, so also the parti- 
cipation of believers in the fellowship of 
the Father and the Son constitutes their 
unity. 

The New Testament epistles carry 
forward this emphasis that the Holy 
Spirit is the agent by whom the unio 
mystica is accomplished. A passage from 
the first epistle of John—the same John 
whose gospel gives us the high priestly 
prayer—is incontrovertible: “Hereby 
know we that we dwell in him, and he 
in us, because he hath given us of his 
Spirit.” (4:13) 

These considerations make it neces- 
sary to conceive the nature of the unity 
Christ sustains primarily in a spiritual 
sense. The oneness of believers is not 
constituted by ecclesiastical action of any 
kind, neither by past conclaves in Jeru- 
salem or Rome, or modern conclaves in 
Amsterdam or Evanston. The spirit 
alone is the author of this unity. The 
New Testament declares of the unity 
of believers both that it is a fact, and 
that it must be preserved. 

The unity is to be kept, empirically 
and outwardly, and not alone inwardly. 
It is to be earnestly and strenuously 
articulated in the world. The Pauline 
question: “Is Christ divided?” (I Cor. 
1:13) addressed to a local church in 
Corinth, does not lose its force for the 
Christian conscience universally, any 
more than does the apostolic exhorta- 
tion: “I beseech you, brethren, . . . that 
there be no divisions among you.” (I 
Cor. 1:10 

How is this empirical unity to be im- 
plemented in the mid-twentieth century 
in which the ecclesiastical simplicity of 
the apostolic situation has evaporated, 
and in which church life is encumbered 
by rigid denominational and antidenom- 
inational and superdenominational loy- 
alties? 

Not one of the passages bearing on 
the unity of believers in the New-Testa- 
ment (e.g., I Cor. 1:10; II Cor. 13:11; 
Rom. 14:19; 15:5; Phil. 2:1-3; Col. 3:12- 
15) looks in the direction of organiza- 
tional union for solution. All of them 
regard the Spirit as the uniting life of 
the church, the vital principle of co- 
hesion. The witness of history is that it 


is the attempt at outward union which 
in the long run provokes schism. 

If we look to the early church, we find 
a clue as to the way in which its unity 
was to be preserved. One expression of 
their fidelity to Christ was that “they 
continued in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship.” (Acts 2:42) They were one 
in faith and doctrine, (cf. I Tim. 4:6) 
and they regarded a departure from 
true doctrine as evidence of a departure 
from the faith. (cf. I Tim. 1:21) There 
is no support in the New Testament for 
the position that doctrinal liberalism 
and doctrinal fidelity are to enjoy equal 
right and dignity within the church of 
Christ. Both in the statement of post- 
pentecostal unity (Acts 2:42) and in the 
statement of the significance of the in- 
spired Scriptures, (II Tim. 3:16) prior- 
ity is attached to the importance of re- 
vealed truths. 

The doctrinal criterion of Christian 
faith stands before us in the inspired 
Scriptures. The early confidence in an 
authoritative body of writings was vali- 
dated by the Saviour. (Matt. 5:17f.) The 
risen Christ had paid peerless tribute to 
the Old Testament—the law, the writ- 
ings, the prophets (Luke 24:25, 44). 
Paul was careful to enunciate the very 
heart of the gospel—the atoning death 
and bodily resurrection of Christ—in 
conjunction with the two-fold “in ac- 
cordance with the scriptures.” (I Cor. 
15:3f) The incarnate Christ had corre- 
lated the promise of the Spirit with 
the assurance of future apostolic teach- 
ing (John 14:26; 16:13f) The early 
church prided itself not on how little 
it needed to believe as a basis of fellow- 
ship, but on how much it dared believe 
in view of an assured revelation. 

The unity Christ sustains is a spirit- 
ual unity. Its very life is the share in 
the same love which the Father has for 
the Son, which regenerate believers en- 
joy in consequence of their redemption. 
Its identity is preserved by the indwell- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, constituting all 
regenerate believers a single body re- 
sponsive to the lordship of Christ. The 
true church is not an organization 
merely; it is an organism, a biological, a 
spiritual reality. This body recognizes 
no God but the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. It recognizes no 
Jesus but the virgin-born, sinless, divine, 
mediating, resurrected and returning 
Lord. It recognizes no Spirit but the 
Spirit who has articulated the Word of 
God in Scripture as the only authorita- 
tive Christian rule of faith and practice. 

The believing church, therefore, is 
hesitant to project a public expression 
of its unity which compromises any of 
these realities. It has little enthusiasm 
for a theological index, which—even if 
it avoids a full concession to the view 
that doctrinal distinctions are of no 
ultimate significance—nevertheless, is 
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ambiguous enough to admit of both a 
biblical and non-biblical meaning, and 
thus to give Christian unity the charac- 
ter of an inclusive rather than of an ex- 
clusive fellowship. 


But, it may be asked, how is this bare 
emphasis on spiritual unity to be trans- 
lated practically into the concrete his- 
torical setting of our generation? How 
is this principle to be moved into the 
modern scene in terms of workable sug- 
gestions? What attitude does it imply 
toward the present merger of denom- 
inations, in view of the growing recog- 
nition that such distinctions are not ul- 
timate? What public and external ex- 
pression of spiritual unity is legitimate? 


Evangelical Christianity sets out self- 
consciously from the written Word and 
the inner witness of the Spirit to at- 
tract voluntary cooperation in an effi- 
cient and effective outer witness to the 
world, and in the articulation of the 
mutual concerns of cooperating believers. 
Evangelical unity is voluntary in spirit, 
rather than coercive in temper. It in- 
volves no claim to be the diviniely-ap- 
pointed voice of the whole body of 
Christ. Nor does it disdain genuine 
believers who are “not of us” as though 
they are any less members of the body, 
thus implying some criterion of “accept- 
ability” superior to the lordship of Christ 
in the believer’s life, and thus regard- 
ing him as divisive simply on account of 
his non-participation. Presuming to 
speak only for those who have volun- 
tarily identified themselves, evangelical 
Christianity nonetheless seeks through 
its corporate effort to advance the con- 
cerns of the whole body, and grieves 
over every frustration of an effective 
witness by regenerate’ believers. 


The body of Christ is already empiric- 
ally manifested in visible churches creat- 
ed by the Spirit of God in the midst of 
the fallen world. The historical mani- 
festation of the body must always be 
incomplete prior to the Lord’s return, 
not only because of the remnants of sin 
in the community of faith, but because 
of its chronological limitations in his- 
tory, and the essentially spiritual rather 
than organizational unity of the body. 
No biblical warrant exists for one visi~ 
ble historical church or organization, 
be it Protestant or Roman Catholic re- 
garded as the superlative manifestation 
of the body of Christ. The body of Christ 
on earth has one consuming passion: 
that the Spirit, through the widest and 
fullest preaching of the Gospel, may 
regenerate souls, rescuing them from 
their lost condition. The members of 
this body yearn for the fellowship and 
spiritual unity of distinct churches which 
are true in faith and doctrine. And in 
so doing, they manifest their continuity 
with the Christian community of aposto- 
lic times. END 


March 1956 





CHALLANGE TO ENDURE 
(Continued from page 9) 


study and application. The single man 
is able to throw himself into language 
study, to live in a home of a national, 
to live the life of a university student 
while learning the language, and thus 
quickly and effectively learn to speak it, 
not only in classical form but in accept- 
able colloquialism, a skill that can rarely 
be acquired by the married man who has 
to set up his own home and has the 
cares and responsibilities of family life. 


Adjustment and identification are two . 


words of terrific import to today’s mis- 
sionary. As a single person, the mis- 
sionary can more quickly and more per- 
fectly adjust than is usually possible if 
he is married. If married, he has the 
responsibility of setting up a home and 
almost inevitably he adapts the pattern 
of western life. The wife has the respon- 
sibility of a home-maker, so that she is 
unable to give herself to study. Fre- 
quently, of necessity, the husband is in- 
volved in some of the cares of family 
life. Then, when children come along, 
things only become that much more com- 
plicated and difficult. So there is the 


spectacle. today of missionaries return- 
ing for their second term unable to_use 
the foreign language in an effective man- 
ner, apart from laboriously giving a 
simple Gospel message after it has beer 
carefully worked ‘out; perhaps being 
able to engage in simple, everyday, ele- 
mentary conversation, but again and 
again being barred from a real entree 
into the life and thought pattern of the 
people because he has never really 
learned the language, because he has 
never adjusted, and most particularly 
because he has never identified himself 
with them. The most natural thing in 
the world is for the missionary to want 
his home to be a little bit of America. 
The most difficult thing in the world is 
for him to have his home virtually a 
replica of a home in the land to which 
he has gone to serve his Lord. The un- 
married man and woman are freer to 
make such an adjustment. After four or 
five years of learning, adjusting, identi- 
fying, each then will be in a far better 
position to establish a home that will 
be a home of the people, among the 
people, and open to the people, and one 
that will not be representative of com- 
pound psychology and a western way 
of life. Very much more could be said. 
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The time was when it was exceptional 
for missionary societies to take young 


. married couples, and some societies for- 


bade couples engaged to be married un- 
til language had been acquired and cer- 
tain experience obtained, but under the 
pressure of circumstances, these regula- 
tions, which in the past proved so effec- 
tive, have had to be greatly weakened 
or done away with. 

However, this situation is seen most 
graphically when it comes to pioneer 
missionary work. It would seem that 
even though there is a weighty argument 
in favor of the testimony of the Chris- 
tian home in a primitive village, the 
home in which the native peoples are 
welcomed as equals, the home which re- 
flects the Lord Jesus not only in pro- 
fession, but in manifestation and identi- 
fication, such a home would be far bet- 
ter established and be far more effective, 
in the true sense, if both the wife and 
the husband singly had learned to un- 
derstand the people as a single man and 
woman, had lived among them, had 
properly learned the language, and then 
on the basis of such experience, had es- 
tablished a Christian home. It is recog- 
nized that in some mission fields social 
conditions are such as to make it virt- 
ually impossible for a single man to 
function, but this is an exception. The 
opinion of the veteran missionary who 
is engaged in pioneer work and knows 
the heat and burden of the day, is that 
the great cry and need is for the young 
man who will be willing to endure hard- 
ness as a good soldier for Jesus Christ, 
for the young man who will face up to 
his Lord and say, “Lord, I am willing to 
be single for Thy sake and for the Gos- 
pel’s sake. Lord, I am willing to go out 
to the field and to make the sacrifice of 
remaining single for the first term, that 
I might become one of the people, that 
I might be able to do a man’s work as a 
pioneer, having confidence in the love 
and provision of a Heavenly Father that 
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it’s different! 


You'll never forget the compelling 
impact of this film as you trace the 
influences that come into the life of 
a typical missionary from the time 
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parents, through his conversion, 
youth, college days, courtship, de- 
cision for Christian service, call to 
the foreign field, choice of a board, 
appointment p tion 
packing, language study in | Europe, 
to arrival on the field and winning 
of the first convert. You'll see your 
place of service in a new light. 
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‘no good thing will He deny to them 
that walk uprightly.’” 

The need today is that an ideal and 
a standard be raised in Christian circles, 
that the ideal of sacrifice for Christ's 
sake again be presented, that the reality 
of the transformed life, rather than the 
life conformed to this world, be raised 
as a standard. 

We live in a sex-crazed, money-mad, 
materialistic society. The sooner boys 
and girls marry, the sooner more mer- 
chandise, from diapers to dishwashers, 
will be sold, and so business propaganda 
urges and is eager for more and earlier 
marriages. 

The naturalistic sociologist, devoid of 
moral imperative, says to youth, “There 
is no sin. Enjoy yourself!” He will ob- 
serve the result and publish a new book 
on the sex life of the adolescent, which 
book will become a best seller. 

The parents, hag-driven to conform to 
the pattern of “an other directed society” 
whose greatest sin is to be different and 
to fail to conform, both for-their own 
sense of well-being and that of their 
children, eagerly acquiese when Junior, 
just pushing twenty-one and still proudly 
wearing his soiled white bucks, comes in 
hand-in-hand with his gum-chewing 
bobby-soxer sweetheart and says, “Mom, 
Dad, we want to get married.” 

The Christian life is a life of law— 
God’s law—not a life of irresponsibility. 
The Christian life is a life of discipline, 
not a life of license. The Christian life is 
a life of sacrifice, not a life of ease and 
indulgence. The call of Christ is a call 
to those who would be strong in Him, 
not for the weak, the flabby, the spine- 
less. The Christian life is the life of the 
pilgrim, not the life of the earthly citi- 
zen. The Christian life is the life of 
the spiritual adventurer who will hazard 
all for Christ’s sake, not the life of the 
craven conformist who is afraid to be 
different. The Christian life is the life 
of the Cross, but at the end is a crown. 

In the early days of the Student Vol- 
untter Movement, as in the days of the 
now famous Cambridge Seven, when 
young men thought of the mission field 
they thought first of the Lord Jesus, and 
second, of those needy people to whom 
He was sending them; and they went 
out alone, in dependence upon God 
alone, and God mightily used them. In 
almost every instance, eventually they 
were happily married, but they put 
Christ and His work before themselves 
and their own personal self pleasing. 
God grant that there may be a new 
generation of men like C. T. Studd of 
old, who said and expressed in his life, 
“If Jesus Christ be God and died for 
me, then no sacrifice can be too great 
for me to make for Him.” 

“Thou, therefore, endure hardness as 
a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” (II 
Timothy 2:3) END 
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EARTH IN UPHEAVAL 
(Continued from page 7) 


Darwin pointed, but dared not ap- 
proach, Dr. Velikovsky has boldly af- 
firmed. 

“But why did Darwin oppose the idea 
of great catastrophes in the past, con- 
trary to his own field observations, and 
subscribe to the theory of uniformity of 
geological events in all ages and in the 
present? For species to evolve as a re- 
sult of incessant competition and strug- 
gle for survival, all the way from the 
simplest forms to Homo sapiens and 
other advanced organisms, an enormous 
span of time is required. The teaching 
of catastrophes appeared to make the 
story of the world very short: if the 
Deluge occured less than five thousand 
years ago, then, following the book of 
Genesis, Creation took place less than 
six thousand years ago. In order to have 
at the disposal of the evolutionary pro- 
cess the almost unlimited time needed, 
Darwin accepted Lyell’s teaching, and 

. wrote his theory with the point of 
his pen directed against the theory of 
catastrophism . . . subscribing . . .. com- 
pletely to Lyell’s theory of uniformity 
in lifeless nature.” 

Needless to say, Dr. Velikovsky is 
fully committed to the theory of catas- 
trophism; not a new theory, for in one 
form or another it was almost universal- 
ly held to be the true explanation of 
the mysteries of Mother Earth that geol- 
ogy claims as her province, until the 
19th century. William Whiston, a pro- 
fessor in Cambridge University, even 
anticipated Dr. Velikovsky somewhat in 
his New Theory of the Earth, published 
in 1696, in which he proposed the aid 
of a comet in God’s bringing the Deluge 
upon the world of sinful men! But from 
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the early part of the 19th century Ly- 


ell’s theory of uniformity has held al- 
most undisputed sway, and is taught in 
nearly all our schools and institutions 
of higher learning. 

In connection with his theory Lyell 
devised a timetable of geological ages 
calling for millions and millions of 
years in the formation and development 
of the world as we see it today. His sys- 
tem. “is based on the assumption that 
no catastrophic events intervened. . . . 
But if great catastrophes occured on 
the surface of the earth and in the 
depths of the seas, of more than local 
character, and if in such upheavals 
some forms of life perished and others 
survived, and the progeny of still oth- 
ers underwent. strong mutations, then 
the entire scheme of percentages and 
time allotment by the multiplication of 
changes observed in the last epoch, 
with its preconceived plan and rigidity, 
is no more valid than the pronounce- 
ments of some theologians, like Arch- 
bishop Ussher of Ireland, who in 1654 
declared that the Creation took place at 
nine o'clock in the morning on the 
twenty-sixth day of October in the year 
4004 B.C. 

“The present work does not suggest 
either a lengthening or a shortening of 
the estimated age of the earth or the 
universe (which during the few years 
when this book was being written rose 
from two to six billion years). I do not 
see why to a truly religious mind a 
small and short-lived universe is better 
proof of its having been devised by an 
absolute intelligence. Neither do I see 
how by removing many unsolved prob- 
lems in geology to very remote ages we 
contribute to their solution or elucidate 
their enigmatic nature. 

“Whatever the age of the universe 
and the earth, single geological epochs 
were of very different length than has 
been assumed on the ground of the 
theory of uniformity. The very concept 
of a 60,000,000-year-long Tertiary when 
mountains were uplifted, followed by 
1,000,000 years of Ice Age, a time of 
great climatic changes, followed by 30,- 
000 years of the tranquillity of Recent 
time, with quietude in mountain build- 
ing and stability of climate, is basically 
wrong. The mountain building went on 
during the Ice Age, coinciding with cli- 
matic catastrophes, and both endured 
into Recent time, only a few thousand 
years ago.” 

As a matter of additional interest, Dr. 
Velikovsky includes several paragraphs 
on the new radiocarbon method of dat- 
ing past events, and hov: it has vastly 
reduced some of the past estimates, and 
thrown the whole scheme of geological 
ages in general confusion. He states 
that W. F. Libby of the University of 
Chicago, the man who developed this 
new method of dating the past, has rec- 











“The 
Ass Spoke Up" 


by Our Missionary in TEL-AVIV 


In a Tel-Aviv coffee shop | sat bareheaded, 
reading my New Testament. Suddenly the 
skull-capped orthodox Jew opposite me, 
not knowing it was the New Testament | 
was reading, burst out, “How dare you 
read the Holy Writ with uncovered head? 
Don‘t you know that this is forbidden?” 

Startled when |! challenged him to 
show me a commandment to support his 
position, he admitted that there was no 
Biblical injunction against my infringement 
of custom. 

We started a lively conversation, while 
| prayed inwardly. My new acquaintance 
introduced himself as Dr. in charge 
of the religious education of Israeli youth. 

Tactfully, | explained that | belonged 
to a society made up mostly of Gentiles, 
who, motivated by their faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, love the Jews, pray for them 
and endeavor to help them spiritually and 
materially—a society called THE FRIENDS 
OF ISRAEL. 

The young doctor was impressed with 
Gentiles who have sympathy for Jews— 
but when he discovered that |, a Jew, also 
believed in Jesus as Messiah, he shouted 
at me, “Hamor!” (You Ass!) 

His insult attracted a crowd of inter- 
ested Jews, and before them all, | spoke 
of Balaam, whose life was saved by an 
ass. Then | quoted Isaiah, “The ox know- 
eth his owner, and the ass his master’s 
crib: but Israel doth not know, my people 
doth not consider.” 

“Now, my dear sir, my faith in the 
true King of Israel, seems to be foolish in 
your eyes—the braying of an ass. But as 
for me, the crucified Messiah is the power 
of God unto salvation. Search the Scrip- 
tures for yourself. Our prophets speak of 
Him, the pierced One . . . A man named 
Saul went to look for an ass, and found a 
kingdom. You too may find a kingdom 
through the braying of this ‘foolish ass.’ 
This kingdom is the kingdom of God, and 
its gates are open to all who believe in 
its King, Jesus the Messiah.” 

By now the waiters in the coffee shop 
were courteously trying to disperse the 
crowd which had gathered around our 
table: One by one the people went away 
thoughtfully. From my heart went out 
thanksgiving and a prayer that His Word 
may not have fallen upon deaf ears. 

In informal conversations like this, in 
meetings home visitation and contacts by 
mail, our missionaries are taking the Gos- 
pel to Jews. This work is being used of 
God to bring souls to Christ. It needs— 
and deserves—your prayerful support. 

Sample copy of ISRAEL MY GLORY, out- 

standing missionary publication, sent 

free to all who love the Lord and His 
cause. 





Write today to: 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 


Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 
U. S. A. Headquarters 
728 ET Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia, Pa. 
President: Joseph M. Steele 
Ganada: Rev. Bruce Millar 
1066 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 
General Secretary: Rev. Victor Buksbazen 
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SANDY'S MOTHER WAS DEAD. 
HIS FATHER WAS A DRUNKARD. 


His stepmother was too busy with 


younger children to worry about Sandy. 

When the American Sunday-School 
Union missionary first saw him, Sandy 
was sullen and unhappy. The missionary 
invited him to Sunday school, but Sandy 
had no shoes and his clothes were in 
tatters. He didn’t want to go. 

The missionary prayed about Sandy, 
and then the inspiration came! Maybe 
he could get Sandy to go to summer 
camp! A Christian friend, hearing about 
Sandy, volunteered to provide clothes and 
money. 

At first Sandy was dubious. But when 
he saw pictures of the camp, tried on the 
new clothes and got letters from regular 
campers, he couldn’t wait for camp to 
start. 

That week at camp was the happfest 
Sandy had ever known. He made new 
friends, played games in the sunshine 
with other boys and every night he lis- 
tened to stories about Jesus. The climax 
of the whole week came when, at the last 
service, Sandy went forward te accept the 
Lord Jesus as his Saviour. 


Sandy's is @ true story. 
And there are many other boys and girls 
in rural America like Sandy — boys and 
girls waiting for a chance to hear about 
Jesus and His love. 

Your prayerful fellowship enables us te 
maintain Sunday schools and Bible Con- 
ferences, and to send missionaries to 
these neglected children. Will you help? 
Write for a copy of our magazine, 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL MISSIONARY. 


Our missionaries are 
available for speaking 


engagements with 
thrilling pictures of 
their work. 
Write to Dept. E 
Department of Missions e 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
“THE 210NEER SUNDAY SCHOOL ORGANIZATION OF THE U.S.A.” 
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ognized that the method is valid only 
when it can depend on two things be- 
ing constant: first, the amount of cosmic 
radiation reaching our atmosphere in 
the last 20, to 30,000 years; second, the 
quantity of water in the oceans during 
the same period. Then Dr. Velikovsky 
suggests that the occurence of cosmic 
catastrophes, such as he insists have 
taken place in historic times, would 
greatly alter these constants and throw 
still more confusion into geological dat- 
ing. 

Many Christians have found this the- 
ory of uniformity with most of its rami- 
fications fully compatible with the 
Christian faith, and have said that they 
do not necessarily find it in conflict 
with the Bible. These- will not find 
Earth in Upheaval as comforting as 
those who are of a different opinion. 
But it is only fair to say that if Dr. 
Velikovsky’s theses stick, many of the 
concessions which Christian uniformists 
have made to a scientific point of view 
which has been otherwise totally non- 
Christian, and often un-Christian, will 
be useless, and many of the compromises 
they have made will be unnecessary, if 
not ridiculous. 

The reader will find this book a ver- 
itable treasure trove of facts stranger 
than fiction, well presented, well docu- 
mented, and easy to read. We have 
heard of the mammoth of Siberia be- 
fore, but has anyone ever written of it 
more interestingly than this? “In 1797 
the body of a mammoth, with flesh, 
skin, and hair, was found in northeast- 
ern Siberia, and since then bodies of 
other mammoths have been unearthed 
from the frozen ground in various parts 
of that region. The flesh had the ap- 
pearance of freshly frozen beef; it was 
edible, and wolves and sledge dogs fed 
on it without harm. The ground must 
have been frozen ever since the day of 
their entombment; had it not been fro- 
zen, the bodies of the mammoths would 
have putrified in a single summer, but 
they remained unspoiled for some thou- 
sands of years. ‘It is therefore absolutely 
necessary to believe that the bodies 
were frozen up immediately after the 
animals died, and were never once 
thawed, until the day of their discovery.’ 

“Did the animals come there over the 
ice, and for what purpose? On what 
food could they have lived? Not on the 
lichens of the Siberian tundras, covered 
by deep snow most of the year, and 
still less on the moss of the polar is- 
lands, which are frozen ten months of 
the year: mammoths, members of the 
voracious elephant family, require large 
quantities of vegetable food every day 
in the year. How could large herds of 
them have existed in a country like 
northeastern Siberia, ‘which is regarded 
as the coldest place in the world, and 
where there was no food for them? 


“Charles Darwin, who denied the oc- 
curence of continental catastrophes in 
the past, in a letter to Sir Henry Ho- 
worth admitted that the extinction of 
mammoths in Siberia was for him an in- 
soluble problem. J. D. Dana, the lead- 
ing American geologist of the second 
half of the last century, wrote: “The en- 
casing in ice of huge elephants, and the 
perfect preservation of the flesh, shows 
that the cold finally became suddenly 
extreme, as of a single winter’s night, 
and knew no relenting afterward.’ 


“In the stomachs and between the 
teeth of the mammoths were found 
plants and grasses that do not grow now 
in northern Siberia. “The contents of 
the stomachs have been carefully ex- 
amined; they show the undigested food, 
leaves and trees now found in Southern 
Siberia, but a long way from the exist- 
ing deposits of ivory. Microscopic ex- 
amination of the skin shewed red blood 
corpuscles, which was a proof not only 
of sudden death, but that the death was 
due to suffocation either by gases or 
water, evidently the later in this case. 
But the puzzle remained to account for 
the sudden freezing up of this large 
mass of flesh so as to preserve it for fu- 


ture ages. 


And who would have thought of in- 
cluding such unusual evidence as this? 
“When rock is liquefied it is non-mag- 
netic but, cooling to about 580 degrees 
Centigrade (Curie point), it acquires a 
magnetic state and orientation depend- 
ent upon the magnetic field of the 
earth. After solidifying, lava rock re- 
tains its magnetic property even though 
it becomes displaced or the magnetic 
orientation of the earth changed. . . . 
Ina recent article, S. K. Runcorn of 
the University of Cambridge reports 
that ‘the evidence accumulates that the 
earth did reverse its field many times.’ 
‘The north and south geomagnetic poles 
reversed places several times.’ . . . The 
unavoidable conclusion, according to 
Runcorn, is that ‘the earth’s axis of ro- 
tation has changed also. In other words, 
the planet has rolled about, changing 
the location of its geographical poles.’ 


“Most interesting is the discovery that 
the last time the reversal of the mag- 
netic field took place was in the eighth 
century before the present era, or twen- 
ty-seven centuries ago. The observation 
was made on clay fired in kilns by the 
Etruscans and Greeks. The position of 
the ancient vases during firing is known. 
They were fired in the standing posi- 
tion, as the flow of the glaze testifies. 
The magnetic inclination or the mag- 
netic dip of the iron particles in the 
fired clay indicates which was the near- 
est magnetic pole, the south or the 
north. In 1896 Giuseppe Folgheraiter 
began his careful studies of Attic 
(Greek) and Etruscan vases of various 
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centuries, starting with the eighth cen- 
tury before the present era. His con- 
clusion was that in the eighth century 
the earth’s magnetic field was inverted 
in Italy and Greece. Italy and Greece 
were closer to the south than to the 
north magnetic pole.” 


Here are but a few of the subjects 
dealt with: the ivory islands; ice age in 
the tropics; whales in the mountains; 
the asphalt pit of La Brea; Tiahuanacu 
in the Andes; the Carolina bays; a con- 
tinent torn apart; the ruins of the East. 

One cannot help but wonder what 
ever set any man upon such a quest as 
has led Dr. Velikovsky through the 
mazes of antiquity for so many labor- 
ious hours as is indicated by his books. 
Anthropology, geology, astronomy, phy- 
sics, paleontology, history, literature, 
archaeology, biblical studies, and com- 
parative religions have all been search- 
ed and mustered for the confirmation of 
his arguments. Together they reveal 
amazing knowledge of original source 
material and great erudition. This must 
be admitted whether one agrees with 
his conclusions or not. 


Dr. Velikovsky comes from a long 
line of scholars and deeply religious 
men, among whom was the famous Rab- 
bi Jacob Hotimski, who, in turn, traced 
his lineage back to Ezra the scribe. Dr. 
Velikovsky himself was born in Vitebsk, 
Russia in June 1895. His father was an 
active Zionist, one of the earliest settlers 
in the Negeb, and an important figure 
in the formation of the Hebrew Uni- 
versity in Jerusalem. Dr. Velikovsky’s 
parents moved to Palestine in 1921, but 
he himself did not go there for several 
years. His mother tongue was German, 
but by the age of twelve he had also 
learned Hebrew, Russian, French, 
Latin, and English, in which he writes 
his books. He studied medicine at 
Montpellier in Southern France, in Ed- 
inburgh, and in Moscow. He was award- 
ed the Doctor of Medicine degree by 
the University of Moscow in 1921. 
After that he engaged in general prac- 
tice in Palestine for some sixteen years. 
He was a friend of Freud, and a pupil 
of Dr. Wilhelm Stekel of Vienna. 


In 1939 he and his family, consisting 
of his wife and two daughters, came to 
New York. There he engaged in writ- 
ing a book on Freud and his heroes 
when his mind was turned to deeper 
things than he had ever hitherto en- 
countered in his medical studies. He 
had no difficulty with Oedipus or with 
Ikhnaton, two of Freud’s heroes, but 
when he began the study of Moses, he 
came upon some biographical and his- 
torical riddles he could not solve. 

One thing led to another until one 
day he was talking with a certain rabbi 
—to this day he keeps a kosher home— 
and brought up the question of the 
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PURE RELIGION . . . . VISIT THE FATHERLESS 
Alcohol, illness, desertion’ and death all take their toll on our American families. Our 
Christ-centered ministry in rehabilitating children from broken homes can be more effective 
with your prayerful concern. 
For further information, write 
1512 Palisade Avenue 
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Rememser your own last birthday? That fine feeling of 
peace and well being as you enjoyed the love of family and friends? The fre- 
quency with which birthdays occur seems to speed up with passing time. But, 
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ness in them increases a little each year. Moody Annuity checks come as regularly 
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Your Moody Annuity is a gift unto the Lord. . . through Moody Bible Insti- 
tute and its many ministries. And, in a sense, it is also a gift to yourself. It pro- 
vides a generous, unchanging income for the rest of your life. The satisfaction 
that comes from sharing in the work of Moody means a lot to your peace of 
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origin of the Dead Sea, In the book of 
Genesis it is spoken of as the Vale of 
Siddim, (Genesis 14:3) but by the time 
of the Exodus it is referred to as the 
Salt or the Dead Sea. Could a major 
geological change have taken place in 
the interim? Suddenly he remembered 
a pamphlet he had seen in his youth 
suggesting that Mount Sinai had once 
been a flaming volcano. Then the idea 
struck him that perhaps there had been 
a great natural catastrophe, or more 
than one, which accounted for these 
things. And he began to comb through 
everything he could find in the library 
of Columbia University to see what evi- 
dence there was for it. What he found 
amazed him. 

Among the things he came across was 
a translation of an ancient Egyptian 
papyrus, known as the Papyrus Ipuwer, 
which the great Orientalist Sir John 
Garstang told him read like a contemp- 
orary commentary on the Plagues—ex- 
cept for one thing—and hitherto histor- 
ians had said there was, no evidence in 
Egyptian records for even the presence 
of the Hebrews in Egypt, there, let 
alone for the Plagues, which from the 
biblical account were truly national 
catastrophes. And thus much discredit 
was placed upon the Bible. The only 
trouble with the Papyrus Ipuwer was 
that there were 600 years difference be- 
tween the time of the events related 
therein and the time of the Plagues and 
the Exodus. The explanation of this dis- 
crepancy led to his Ages in Chaos; and 
that to his Worlds in Collision, which 
appeared first. 

Dr. Velikovsky is still studying. He 
now lives in Princeton, New Jersey, 
with his very gifted wife, who is a fam- 
ous sculptress. One of his daughters is 
a physicist, and also lives in Prinecton. 
The other daughter teaches art in the 
University of Judaism in Los Angeles. 
Dr. Velikovsky has counted among his 
friends and counsellors many of the 
world’s great scientists, among whom 
was the late Dr. Albert Einstein. These 
men have not always agreed with him, 
but have encouraged him, and helped 
him, and followed his work with keen 
interest. 

Here is a very, very interesting man, 
with some very unusual, startling, even 
revolutionary ideas. But he addresses 
himself to some very old, abiding prob- 
lems which concern us all. Let us listen 
to what he says with an open mind. 
Only thus can we judge his work fairly. 
Much as we hate to have to change our 
convictions, as honest men, we must 
ever be ready to do so if the evidence 
warrants. If Dr. Velikovsky is wrong, no 
harm will come to revealed religion be- 
cause of it. But, in the opinion of this 
reviewer, if he is shown to be right, it 
will be in the Bible’s favor, not against 
it. END 
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NEW PROGRAM AT MORNING CHEER 


Other Camping 
Programs 
Continue 


AGES 7-14 

Camp Sandy Hill for boys 
and Camp Sandy Cove for 
girls will continue to feature 
a Christ-centered program of 
character building. The boys’ 
camp is on Elk River about 
seven miles from North East, 
Md. The girls’ camp is on 
North East river just four 
miles from North East, Md. 





Activities to interest every 
camper 


Swimming, hand crafts, 
horseback riding, and nature 
study are part of the regular 
activities. All under capable 
Christian leadership. Season 
begins June 24, so send for 
free illustrated folders now. 
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A touch of the old west right here in the east. Nedr Rising 
Sun, Maryland. 





Conferences to Begin 
May 30 at Beautiful 
Sandy Cove 


Launching another restful, happy and instructive vacation 
| season, Jim Vaus—former wiretapper associate of Mickey 
| Cohen—will be the speaker at the Memorial Day Confer- 
| ence. Other speakers through the summer will be Dr. Don- 
| ald Grey Barnhouse, Dr. Andrew Telford, Dr. Alan Redpath, 


| Dr. Francis Steele, Dr. William Culbertson, Dr. William 
| Allen Dean—and many other well-known Christian leaders. 


Conference grounds overlook Chesapeake Bay near North 


East, Md. Modern lodge, cab- 
ins, motel, recreational facili- 
ties, picnic grounds, children’s 
playground, book store and 
spacious dining room all add 
to your enjoyment and pleas- 
ure. Send for your copy of 
the free illustrated folder now. 








You feel like singing at 
Sandy Cove 





Hilltop Ranch 
Attracts Youth 


SERVES 15-25 
AGE BRACKET 


On June 25, 1956 the first 
group of young people will 
arrive at brand new Hilltop 
Ranch near Rising Sun, Mary- 
land. Everything will be in 
western style with plenty of 
horses and fast-moving activi- 
ties catering to the individual 
rancher. With room for 100- 
150 ranchers this first season, 
the bunk houses, lodge and 
swimming pool nestle in the 
204 acres of beautiful wood- 
land, hills and streams. Larry 
McGuill and John De Brine 
will help provide leadership 
during the ten weeks season. 


1 Bob Palmer is Resident Di- 


rector. 





Send for Free 
Illustrated Folders 
Right Now! 


The camps, conferences — 
and now the ranch—will be 
popular as usual. Avoid dis- 
appointment by registering 
early. Full details are given in 
the new 1956 folders. Write 
for yours today. Address 


Pastor George A. Palmer 
Box 3, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 














Reveals Spiritual Meaning of Verse 


Gives Desired Information More Quickly 


55 FEATURES... 
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THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 


Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Library 
in ONE Volume 


EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.D., PH. D. 


READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 


Justice Glenn Terrell, Former Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Florida: “The inscription over the 
entrance of the Library of the Florida State College 
for Women in Tallahassee, Florida, is: 
‘The Half of Knowledge Is to Know Where to 
Knowledge.’ 

The New Chain Reference Bible is ‘Where’ to find 
the fullest spiritual truths and to gain the most com- 
plete knowledge of the Bible in the easiest way. For 
the past two years I have used the New Chain Refer- 
ence Bible and I have found it the best of them all.” 
Dr. Harry Rimmer: “I feel that no student should 
be without this splendid aid to Bible study and in- 
struction.”” The Late Dr. Walter A. Maier: “I use the 


New Chain Reference Bible with continued delight 
and would not be without it.” Dr. Robert G. Lee: 
“This is to testify that I have used the Thompson 
Chain Reference Bible for several years in my study 


market today. I wish that every reader of the Bible 
and every student of the Bible had a copy of this 
unusually helpful Bible.” Dr. Charles E. Fuller: “I 
wish every preacher and teacher of the Word had a 
copy of this most usable and logical reference work.” 
Dr. J. A. Huffman: “I have never seen so much 
splendid help crowded into a single volume of the 
Bible.” The Late Dr. J. B. Tidwell: ‘“‘The New Chain 
Reference Bible is the best yet. It has more helps 
than any other Bible.” Dr. Leander 8S. Keyser: “The 
New Chain Reference Bible is a treasure-house of 
useful information. Surely, this is the Bible that 
ought to be in every home.” Dr. H. Framer Smith: 
“I find that it surpasses them all for real practical 
helps. To anyone desiring a better knowledge of the 
Scriptures I would say, examine this work before 
buying any other Bible.” Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.: “I 
wish I could influence every Christian to purchase 
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one of these Bibles.” 


The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im- 
portant difference in meaning occurs. 


Be Fair to Yourself! 
See this special Bible with its un- 
equaled practical helps before you 
buy any Bible—or you may regret 
it as others have. Ask your pastor 
about it. No other Bible is so high- 
ly praised by so many. renowned 
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